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THE 
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Sucst k 


bj Hen ſeveral Nations and differing Religions have with- 
out any famous mutual intercourſe agreed upon ſome 
Ay common rites and forms of Religion 3 becauſe one 
JAS? cotnmon effet cannot deſcend from chance, it is certain 
JF they come to them by reaſon, or tradition from their 
= common Parents, cr by imitation3 ſomething that hath 


a common influence. If Reaſor be the principle, then 


it is mote regular and laſting, and admits. of no other variety, than as 
ſome men grow unreaſonable, or that the reaſon ceaſes. If Tradition be 
the fountain, then it is not only univerſal, and increaſes as the world is 
peopled, but remains alſo ſolong as we retain reverence to our Parents, 
or that we do not think our ſelves wiſer than our forefathers. Bur theſe 
two have produced Cuſtoms and Laws of the higheſt obligation - for 
whatſoever we commonly call the Lemof Nature, it is either a cuſtom of 
all the world, derived from Noah or Adams; or elle it is therefore done, 
becauſe natural reaſon teaches us todo it in. the order tothe preſervation 
ofour ſelves and the publick. by ok 
But imitation of the cuſtoms of a wiſe Nation, is ſomething leſs, and 
yet it hath produced great conſent in external rites and offices of Reli- 
gion. And fince there 1s in Ceremonies ſo great indifferency, there being 


ao antecedent Law to determine their pradtice,nothing in their natureto 


make them originally neceflary, they grow into a Cuftone or a Law, ac- 
cording as _ are capable. Forit a wile Prince, or Governour, or a 
Nation, or a famous family, hath choſen rites of common Religion, 
ſuch as were conſonant to the Analogy ofthisduty,expreſiive of his ſence, 
decent in the expreſſion, grave in the form, or Fel of ornament in their 
tepreſentment 3 ſuch a'thing is capable of no greater reaſon, and needs 
no greater authority, but hath been, and may reaſonably enough be imi- 
tated upon the reputation of _ wiſdom, and diſintereſted _ 
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who being known wiſe perſons, or nations, took them firft into their 


religious offices. 
Thus the Jews and the Gentiles uſed (a) white garments intheir holy 


- offices, and the Chriſtians thought it reaſonable enough from ſo united 


example to do ſo too. Example was reaſon great enough for that. 
The (b) Gentile-Prieſts were forbid to touch a dead body, to (cYeat 
leavened bread, to (d) mingle with ſecular imployments during their 
attendance in holy offices 3 theſe they took up from the pattern of the 
Jews, and profeficd it reaſonable to imitatea wiſe people in the rituals 
of their Religion. The Gentile-Prieſts uſed Ring and Staffe and Mitre 
( faith Philoſtrates + ) the Primitive Biſhops did ſotoo; and inthe high- 
eſt deteſtation of their follies thought they might wiſely enough imitate 
their innocent cuſtoms and Prieſtly ornaments, and hoped they might 
better reconcile their minds to the Chriſtian Religion by. compliance in 
ceremonials, than exaſperate them by rejefing their ancient and inno- 
cent Ceremonies: for ſo the Apoſtles invited and inticed Judaiſm into 
Chriſtianity. | 
And TerizUjar: complains of the Devils craft, who by imitating the 
Chriſtian rites reconciled mens minds with that compliance to a more 
charitable opinion of the Gentile ſuperſtition. © The Devil intending to 
© drew the profeſſors of truth to his own portion, or to preſerve his own in 
<< the ſame fetters he firſt put upon them, imitates the rites of our Religion, 


, © adopting them into his ſuperſtition. He baptizes ſome of his diſciples, 


© 1nd when he initiates then to the' worſhip of Mithra, promiſes them par- 
& dox of ſins, by that rite he ſigns his ſoldiers in their foreheads, he repre- 
& ſents the oblation of bread, and introduces repreſentments of the reſurreF;- 
&« o7r, and laboriouſly gets Martyrs to his ceuſe. His Priefls marry but once; he 
<« beth his virgins, and his abſtemiows and continent followers : that what 
& Chriftians love and the world commend: in them, being adopted into the 


" Corituals of Idolatry, mey allure go with the beauty and fair m__ 


&« 2buſe others with color and phantaſtick faces. 


de lavacro omittit, & fic adbus mitiat Mithre : fgnat illic in froutibus milites ſues, celebrat & pants oblationem, © 
imaginem reſurrettionis inducit, © ſabyladio redienit coronam. uid, quod © ſunyrmm Pontificem in unis nuptiis ftatuit? 
baber & virgines, babes & continentess Mai ergo igſas res de 
fe wvit exprimere is wegoris EPs” & dem & 


bus ſacraments Chriffi admin;ftlr anderr tam emulamer aſ- 
ingenio geſtiir, & poruit infirumenta quoque divinarum 
ſenfobus, verba de verbis ,parabols; a parabolis, profane & emule fidei attem- 


And thus alſo all wiſe men that intended to perſwade others to their 


religion,did it by retaining as much as they innocently could of the other, 
that the change might not be too violent, and the perſons be. more en- 
deared by common ritesand the relation and charity of likeneſs and imi- 
tation. Thus did the Church and the Synagogue 3 thus did the Gentiles 


both to the Jews and to the Chriſtians3 and all wiſe men did fo. 

(e) The Gentiles offered firſt-fruits to their gods, andtheir tithes to 
M—_—_ kept vigils and anniverſaries, forbad marriages without the 
conſent of Parents, and clandeſtine contrats; theſe were obſerved with 
ſome variety according as the people were civil or learned 3; and accord- 
ingto the of the tradition, or as the thing was reaſonable, ſo 
theſe cuſtoms were more orleſs univerſal. . - +; 

But whenall wiſe people,nay when abſolutely all the world have con- 
fented upon a Rite, it cannot derive from afountain lower than the cur- 
rent, but it muſt either be a Command which God hath given to all the 
world : ( and fo Socrates in Xexopbon, Quod ab omnibus gentibus obſerva- 
iumeſi, id non nift 4 Deo ſancitum eſſe dicendam eſt) ior a tradition, or a 
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law deſcending from our common. parents, or a reaſon derived from the 
nature of things 3 there cannot in the world be any thing great enough 
to take away ſuch arite, except an expreſs divine commandment : and 
a man by the ſame reaſon may marry his.neareſt relative, as he may deny 
to worſhip God by the recitation of his praiſes and excellencies; be- 
cauſe reaſon and a very common tradition have made almoſt all the 
world conſent in theſe two things,that we muſt abſtain from the mixtures 
of our neareſt kindred, and that we' muſt worſhip God by recounting 
and declaring excellent things concerning him. 

. T have inſtanced in two things in which I am ſureto find the feweſt 

adverſaries, (I ſaid, the feweſt 3 for there are ſome men which haveloſt 
all humanity : ) but theſe two great Inſtances are not atteſted with ſo uni- 
verſal a tradition and practice of the world,as this that is now in queſtions 
For in ſome nations they have married their ſiſters, ſo did the Mag? 
among the Perſians * miyvuyrar ot Mayor untedon, X aSeAGais piyugal Fe” 
por, ſays Tatianws 10 Clemens Alexandrinus,and Bardiſanes Syrus in Enſe- 
bins. And the Greeks worſhipped Hercules by railing, and Mercury by 
throwing ſtones at him. But there was never any people but had their 
Prieſts and Preſidents of religious rites, and kept holy things within a 
mure, that the people might not approach to handle the myſteries : and 
therefore belides thatitisa receſſionfrom the cuſtoms of mankind, and 
Charges us with the dif-reſpeCt of all the world ( which is an incuriouſ- 
neſs next to infinite )itis alſo a doing againſt that which all the reaſon 
of all the wiſe men ofthe world have choſen antecedenily, or ex poſt 
fa&Fo, and he muſt havea ſtrange underſtanding, who is not perſwaded 
by that which hath determined all the world. | 

For religion cannot be at all in communities of men without ſome to 
guide, to miniſter, to preſerve and'to preſcribe the offices and miniſte- 
ries : what can profane holy things but that which makes them cqmmon ? 
and what can make them common more than when common-.perſons 
handlethem, when there 1s no diſtintion of Perſons in their miniſtrati- 
on? For, although places are good acceſſories to religion, yet in all re- 
ligions they were ſoaccidental toit, that a. ſacrifice might hallow the 
place, but the place ( unleſsit were naturally impure ) could not deſe- 
crate the ſacrifice: and therefore Jacob worſhipped upon a ſtone, offered 
upon aturf'; and the Ark reſted in 0bed-Edom's honle, and was holy in 
Dagox's Temple 3 and hills and groves, fields and orchards, according 
to the ſeveral cuſtoms of the Nations, were the places of addreſs : But a 
common perſon miniſtring, was ſo near a circumſtance, and was ſo ming- 
led with the action, that ſince that material part and exterior ations of 
Religion could be atted and perfonated by any man, there was ſcarce 
any thing left tomake it religious, but the attreftation of the rites by a 
holy perſon 3 A Holy place is ſomething, 2 ſeparate time is ſomething, 4 
preſcript form of words is more, and ſeparate and ſolemn aFions are more 
yet; but all theſe are made common by acommon perſon, and therefore 
without a diſtintion of perſons have not a natural and reaſonable diſtin- 
Qion of ſolemnity and exterior religion. 

And indeed it were a great diſreputation to religion, that all great and 
publick things, and every artifice or profitable ſcience ſhouldin all the ſo- 
cicties of men be diſtinguiſhed by profeflors,artiſts,and proper miniſters; 
and only religion ſhould lie in common, apt to be bruifed by the hard 
hand of mechanicks, and ſullied by the ruder touch of undiſceraiog and 
undiſtinguiſhed perſons 3 for although the light of it ſhines to all, 
and ſo far every mans intereſt is concerned in religion, yet it werenot 
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handſome that every man ſhould take the taper in his hand; and religion 


is no more to be handled by all men, than the laws are to be diſpenſed 
by all, by whom they are to be obeyed; though both in religion ad the 
laws, all men have a common intereſt. 

For ſince all means muſt have ſome equality or proportion towards 
their end, that they may of their own being or by inſtitution be ſymbo- 
lical, it is but reaſonable that by elevated and ſublimed inftrumetns we 
ſhould be promoted towards an end ſupernatural and divine ; now be- 
fides, that of all the inſtruments of diſtiattion, the Perſon is the moft 
principal and apt for the honour of Religion( and to make our Religion 
honourable is part of the Religion it ſelf ) it isalfo apt for the uſes of it, 
ſuch as are, preſerving the rights, ordering, decent miniſtration, diſpen- 
fing the laws of Religion, judging cauſes,ceremonies and accidents ; and 
he that appoints not offices to miniſter his Religion, cares not how it is 
performed and he that cares ſolittle, will find agreat contempt paſs up- 
on it, and a cheapneſs meaner than ofthe meaneſt civil offices; and he 


that is content with that, cares not how little honour God receives, when 


he preſents to hima cheap, a common, and a diſhonourable Religion. 
But the very natural deſign of Religion forces us to a diſtintion of 
perſons,in orderto the miniſtration 3 for beſides that every man is not fit 
to approach to God with all his ſordes, and adherent indiſpoſitions 5 an 
aſſignment in reaſon muſt be made of certain perſons, whoſe calling 
muft be holy, and their perſons taught to be holy, by ſuch a ſolemn and 
religious aflignment 3 that thoſe perſons being made higher than the 
people by their Calling and Keligion, and yer our brethren in Nature, 
may be intermedial between God and the people, and preſent to God the 
eoples needs, and be inſtrumental tothe reconveying Gods bleſfing up- 
on thoſe whoſe fiduciaries they are. This laſt depends upon Gods own act 
and defignation, and therefore muſt afterwards beproved by teſtimonies 
of his own, that he hath accepted ſuch perſons to ſuch purpoſes 3 but 
the former part we our ſelves are taught by natural reaſon, by the rules 
of proportion, by the honour we owe unto Religion, by the hopes of 
our own advantages, and by the diſtance between God and us towards 
which we ſhould thruſt up perſons as high as they are capable. - And 
that all the world hath done prudently in this, we are confirmed by Gods 
own at, who knowing it was moſt agreeable, not only to the conſtitr - 
tion of Religion, and of our addreſſes to God, but to our meer neceſli- 
ties alſo, did in his glorious wiſdom ſend his Son, and made him apt to 
become a mediator between himſelf and us, by cloathing him with our 
nature, and decking him with great participation of his own excel- 
lencies, that He might do our work, the work of his own humane 
nature, and by his great ſanity and wiſdom approach near to Gods 
mercy-ſeat, whither our imperfetions and fins could not have near ac- 

ceſs. | | 

And this conſideration is not only good Reafon but true Divinity, 
and was a confideration in the Greek Church, and affixed to the head 
of a prayer as the reaſon of their addreſſes to God in 
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becauſe mans nature cannot of it ſelf approach to thy 
gloriows Deity, haſt appointed Maſters and Teachers of 
the ſame paſſrons with our ſelves, whom thou haſt placed 
in thy throne, viz. inthe miniſtery of the kingdom, 
to bring ſacrifices and oblations in behalf of thy people, 


&c. And indeed if the greatneſs of an imployment ſeparates perſons 


from 
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from the »u/gus, either we muſt think the immediate offices of Religion 
and the entercourſe with God to be the nieaneſt of imployments; or the 
perſons ſo officiating to receive their eſtimate according to the excel- 
lency of their offices. ; 
And thus it was amongſt the Jews and Gentiles before Chriſt's time; } 4. 
amongſt whom they not only ſeparated perſons for the ſervice of their 
gods reſpeCtively, but choſe the beſt of men and the Princes of the 
a toofficiate in their myſteries, and adorned them with the greateſt 
onours and ſpecial imminities. Among the Jews, the Prieſthood was 
ſo honourable, that although the expeQation which each Tribe had of 
the Meſſias was reaſon enough to make them obſerve the law of diſtin& 
tnarriages, yetit was permitted to the Tribe of Levi to marry with the 
Kingly Tribe of Jzudah,that they alſo might have the honour and portion 
of the Meſiias's moſt glorious generation 3 and for the Prieſthood of Aaror 
It was yeegs eEaiptToI,ux baryaor,oavumior xTIua, (aith Philo, a Celeſtial ho- 
#our, not an earthly, a heavenly poſſeſſror, and it grew ſo high and was ſo 
naturalized into that Nation to honour their Prieſts and myſtick perſons, 
that they made 1t the pretence of their Wars and mutinies againſt their 
Conquerors. Honor ſacerdotii firmamentum potentie aſſumebatur, faith 
Tacitzs, ſpeaking of their wars againſt Aztiochus 3 The honour of their 
Prieſthood was the ſtrength of their cauſe, and the pretence of their 
arms 3 andall the greateſt honour they could do to their Prieſthood 
| they fairly derived from a Divine precept, that the Prince, and the People, 
end the Elders, and the Synagogue, ſhould go in and out, that is, ſhould com- 
mence and finiſh their greateſt and moſt ſolemn ations at the voice and 
command of the Prieſt 5 And therefore King Agrippa did himſelf honouria 
his Epiſtle to Caizs Ceſar * : I had Kings that were my -anceſtors,and ſome « x;;.;,..., 2 
ef them were High Prieſts, which dignity they eſteemed higher than =ez2/v0» 2«- 
their Royal purple, believing #hat Prieſthood to be greater than the King- 7%; _ 
dom, as God is greater than men. Tables HA 
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And this great eſtimate of the Miniſters of their Religion derived it 13. 
ſelf from the Jews unto their enemies the Ph3l:ſtines, that dwelt upon 
their skirts 3 inſomuch that in the hill of God where there was a gariſon | 
of the Philiſtines,there was allo a colledge of the Prophets newly inſtitu- 1527-79: 5: 
ted by Sammel ( from whom becauſe he was their founder S. Peter rec- az: ;. 24. 
koned the ordinary deſcent from Samwel) unharmed and undiſturbed, 
though they were enemies to the Nation; and when David fled from 
Saul, he came toNaioth where the prophets dwelt, and thought to take 
ſanfuary there, knowing it was a priviledged place there it was * 5292-19-18, 
where Saxls meſſengers, and Saxl himſelf turned Prophets, that they 
might eſtimate the place and preſerve its priviledge, himſelf becoming 
one of their ſociety. | 
For this was obſerved amongſt all Nations, that beſides the band x4, 

of humanity forbidding ſouldiers to touch unarmed peopled, as by all 
Religions and all Nations Prieſts ever were, the very ſacredneſs of their 

erſons ſhould exempt them from violence, and the chances or in- 

olencies of war. Thus the Cretzans did to their Prieſts and to the 
xaTaxavia:i, the perſons who were appointed for burial of the dead, the 
ſame with xzo7:2ra:;, or foſſariz in the Primitive Church, no ſouldiers 

durſt touch them 3 they had the priviledge of Religion, the immunity of 

Prieſts, Hos que necabant non erant pure mans and therefore it grew 


up 
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up into a proverb, when they intended to expreſs a moſt deſtructive and 


unnatural war, s/7 wvppipO- tAcptn, not fo much as the Prieſts that 
carried fire before the Army did eſcape 3 the ſame with that in Homer in 


the caſe of meſſengers, 
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Not ſo much as a meſſenger returned into the City : Theſe were ſacred 
and therefore exempt perſons 3 and ſo were the Elez among the Grecians, 
as being ſacred to Jupiter, ſafe from the hoſtility of a profefled enemy 5 
the ſame which was obſerved amongſt the Romans, 


Dnis homo eft tanti confidentia, 
Dui ſacerdotem audeat violare ! 
At magno cum malo ſuo fecit Hercule. 


But this is but one inftance of advantage. 

The Gentiles having once ſeparated their Prieſts, and affixed themto 
the miniſteries of religion, thought nothing great enough either to ex- 
preſs the dignity of their imployment, or good enough to do honour 
to their perſons, and it 15 largely diſcourſed of by Cicero, in the caſe of 
the Roman Augures, Maximum auters &- preſtantiſſumum in Rep. jus eft 
Angurum, cum eſt authoritati conjunum ; neque verd hoc quia ſum ipſe 
Angur ita ſentio, ſed quia ſic exiſtimare nos neceſſe efl> Duid enim majus 
eft, ft de jure querimus, quam poſſe a ſummis imperiis © ſummis poteſtat;- 
bus comitiatollere 2 concilia vel inflituta dimittere, vel habitareſcindere 2 
Quid magnificentius quam poſſe decernere, ut migiſtratu ſe abdicent conſu- 
les ? quid religiofins quam cu populo, cune plebe agendi jus aut dare aut nor 
dare? It was a vaſt power thele men had, to. be in proportion to their 
greateſt honour - they had power of bidding and diſſolving publick 
meetings, of indifting ſolemnities of religion3 juſt as the Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhops had in the beginning of Chriſtianity 3 they commanded publick 
faſts, at their indidtion only they were celebrated; Bene auterm quad &- 
Epiſcopi univerſ# plebi mandare jejunia aſſolent 5 non dico induſtrii ſtipium 
conferendarum, ut veſire capture eft, ſed interdum, © aliqu2 ſollicitudi- 
is Eccleſiaſtice causd. The Biſhops alſo called publick conventions 
Eccleſiaſtical. Aganturprecepte per Grecias illas certis in locks Concilia 
ex nniverſis Eccleſtis, per que & altiorequeque in commune tratantur, &- 
ipſe repre ſentatio totins nominis Chriſtiani magni veneratione celebratur. 
It was ſo1n all Religions; the Antiftites, the preſidents of rites, and 

ides of Conſciences had great immiſfſions and influences into the Re- 


- publick, and Communities of men, and they verified the ſaying of Ta- 


citus, Deum munere ſummum pontificem, etiam ſummum hominen eſſe, 
non emulatione, non odio, autprivatis affjeFionibus obnoxiam. The chief 
Prieſt was ever the chief man, and free from the envies, and ſcorns and 
troubles of popular peeviſhneſs and contumacy 3 and that I may uſe the 
expreſſion of Tacitns, Utque gliſceret dignatio ſacerdoturs, ( for all the 
great traverſes of the Republick were in their diipoſing ) atque ipfts 
promptior animusforet ad capeſſendss ceremonias, the very lower inttituti- 
ons of their Religion were ſet up with the marks of ſpecial laws and pri- 
viledges3 inſomuch that the ſeat of the Empreſs ia the Theatre was 


among the Veſtal Virgins, 
But 
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But the higheſt had all that could be heaped upon them, till their ho- 
nours were as ſublimed as their function?. * Amongſt the Erhiopians 
the Prieſts gavelawsto their Princes, and they uſed their power ſome- 
times to the ruine of their Kings, till they were juſtly removed 
[| Among the Egyptians the Prieſts were their Judges3 fo they were in 
Athens, for the Areopagites were Prieſts; and the Druids among the 
Gaxls were Judges of murder, of titles of land, of bounds and inheritan- 
ces, magno apud eos ſunt honore, nam fere de omnibus controverſtis publicis 
privatiſque conſtituunt; and for the Magz of Perſia and India, Strabo re- 
ports, Gxcivss Tx cvydvai ol; avTobt Baornedo: ws tes Mays: Toi: Depoas vgryu* 

vs Ta Teh T5 Fu, they converied with Kings, meaning they were 
their Counſellors and Guidesof their conſciences. And Herodotus in E- 
ftathins tells us of the Tayua ri Yao os AsAGurs o: Feor29TH, the divine 
order of Prophets or Prieſts in Delphos : 67175170 uwern nd Bacndiuy, they 
did eat of the publick proviſions together with Kings. By theſe honours 
they gave teſtimony of their Religion, not only ſeparating certain per- 
ſons for the ſervice of their Temples, but alſo ſeparating their condition 
from the impurities and the contempt of the world; as knowing, that 
they who were to converſe with their Gods, were to be elevated from 
the common condition of men and vulgar milcries: 


& u Luo; Thais pogns 

EYEY0u1Y, WAYNEURE Y ELATAH, 

@evyw YyerEo uy Ss Beprwre 
As ſoon as I was madea Prieſt of 7422r Jupiter, allmy garments were 
white, and I declined to converſe with mortals. Nowe ſortis oportet 
3Uameſſe qui jubente Deo canat, ſaid Seneca. He had need be of a di- 


ſtiz& and ſeparate condition that fings to the honour, and at the com- 
mand of God : thus it wasamong the Jews and Heathens. | 


Sr cr. tt 


OW if Chriſtian Religion ſhould do otherwiſe than all the world 
bath done, either it muſt be becauſe the rites of Chriſtianity are 
of no myſtery and ſecret diſpenſation, but common aftions of an ordi- 
nary addreſs, and cheap devotionz or elſe, becauſe we undervalue 
all Religion, thatis, becauſe indeed we have nothing of it : The firſt, 
is diſhonourable to Chriſtianity, and falſe as its greateſt enemy - The 
ſecond, is ſhame to,us: and both ſo unreaſonable and unnatural, that if 
we ſeparate not certain perſons for the miniſteries of Chriſtianity, 
we muſt conſeſs we have the worſt Religion, or that we are the worſt of 
men. | | 
But let us confider it upon its proper grounds. When Chriſt hadcho- 
ſen to himſelftwelve Apoſtles, and was drawing now tothe laſt ſcene of 
his life, he furniſhed them with commiſſions and abilities to conſtitute 
and ereQ a Church, and to tranſmit ſuch powers as were apt for its con- 
tinuation and perpetuity. And therefore to the Apoltlesin the capacity 
of Church-officers, he made a promiſe, That. he would be with them to 
the end of the world; they might perſonally be with him until che end 
of the world, but he could not. be here with them, who after a ſbort 
courſe run, was to go hence, ard. be no more ſeen: and a > 
- or 
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James 5. 


for the verification of the promile, it is neceſlary that fince the promiſe 
was made for the benefit of the Church, and to them as the miniſters of 
the benefit, ſo long as the benefit was to be diſpenſed, ſo long they were 
to be ſucceded to, and therefore afliſted by the Holy Jeſus according 
to the glorious promiſe : 'Ov wovor: 5 THTo Tois aToGP Aus Vrigero To ouya- 
Far dauTol LANG x} TAO auTY aTAAs TO pale. " » Ins ol avopo- 
Aoi 2% & T1s GuvTEAdas emeAnov Cov * 3% Tuiv-uv % Tos ped nuas Eorvata 
73570. © Notonly to the Apoſtles, but abſolutely and indefinitely to 
<« al] Chriſts diſciples, their ſucceſſors, he promiſed to abide for ever, 
& eyen to the conſummation of the world, tothe whole ſucceflion of the 
« Clergy : ſo Theophyla# upon this place. | 
And if we conſider what were the power and graces Jeſus committed 
to the diſpenſation of the Apoſtles, ſuch as were not temporary, but 
laſting, ſucceſſive, and perpetua), we muſt alſo conclude the miniſtery 
'tobe perpetual. | inſtance firſt in the power of binding and looſing, 
remitting aud retaining ſins, which Chriſt. gave them together with his 
breathing on them the holy Spirit, and a legation, and a ſpecial Com- 
miſſion, as appears in S. John 35 which power, what tence foever it ad- 
mits of, could not expire with the perſons of the Apoſtles, unleſs the 
ſucceeding ages of the Church had no diſcipline, or government, no 
ſcandals to be removed, no weak perſons offended, no corrupt mem- 
bers to be cut off; no hereticks rejeted, no fins, or no pardon 3 and 
that were a more herefie, than that of the Novatians 3 for they only de- 
nied this miniſtery in ſome caſes 3 not inall: ſaying, Prieſtly abſoluti- 
on was not fit to be diſpenſed tothem, who in time of perſecution had 
facrificed to Idols. Oz #1) © 6£v01as move 5fyt, 3 v% tepioy. WpuTa- 
revely TgTOLS 7 aptow. [ Trois, Tothele } only, pardon is to be diſpenſed 
without the miniſtery of the Prieſt, To theſe ] whowere pere ro barls- 
pa xbvoayles, rne bondy and mingled the table of the Lord with the table 
of devils. Againſt other ſinners they were not ſo ſevere. But however, 
o long as that diſtinftion remains, of ſins unto death, and ſins not unto 
death ; there are a certain ſort of fins which are remediable, and cog- 
noſcible, and judicable, and a power was diſpenſed to a diſtin fort of 
perſons, toremit or retain thoſe ſins; which therefore muſt remain with 
the Apoſtles for ever, that is, with their perſons firſt, and then with the 
ot 6x Sad orns, with their ſucceſſors 3 becauſe the Church needs it for 
ever; and there was nothing in the-power, that by relating to the pre- 
fent and temporary occaſion did infinuate its ſhort tife and ſpeedy expi- 
ration. 

In execution of this power and purſuance of this commiſſion, for 
which the power was given 3 the Apoſtles went forth, and all they upon 
whom this fignature paſſed, # To wreiua To dytor therp ds Iiaxoriay rave 
nv, executed this power in appropriation and diſtin miniftery - it was 
the ſword of their proper miniflery 3 and S. Paul does almoſt exhibite his 
Commiſion and reads the words, when he puts it in execution, and does 
highly verifie the parts and the conſequence of this argument 3 God hath 
reconciled ws to himſelf by Chriſt Jeſws,and hath given to ws the miniſtery o 
reconciliation 3 and it follows, wow then we are Embaſſadors for — 
The miniſtery of reconciliation, is an appropriate miniſtery 5 7s ## com> 
mitted to ws 5 we are Embaſſadore, itiis appropriate by vertue of Chrilts 
miſſion, and legation. He hath giver to ns, he hath made end 'deputed 


certain Embaſladors whom he hath ſent upon the meſſage, and miniſtry 
of reconcilement 3 which is a plain expofirion of the words of his Com<- 
miſſion, before recorded, Joh 20.2. 


And 
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And that this alſo deſcended lower,we have the teſtimony of S. Jewes, 
who adviſesthe ſick perſon #o ſend for the Elders of the Church, that 
they may pray over him; that they may anoint him, that in that ſociety 
there'may be confeſſwoz of ſins by the clinick orfick perſon, and that aſter 
theſe preparatives, and1n this miniſtery, his fins may be forgiven him. 
Now that this power fell into ſucceſſion, this inftance proves3z for the 
Elders were ſuch who had not the commiſſion immediately from Chriſt, 
but were perayerirees, they were fathers of the people, - but ſons ofthe 
Apoſtles, and therefore it is certain the power was not perſonal, and 
meerly Apoſtolical, but derived upon others by-ach a communicati- 
on, asgives evidence the power was to be ſucceeded inz And when 
went it out ? when the anointing and miraculous healing ceaſed ? There 
is no reaſon for that. For forgiveneſs of fins was not a thing vilible, 
and therefore could not beof the nature of miracles to confirm the faith 
and chriſtianity firſt, and after its work was done return to God that 
gavelt; neither could it be only of preſent uſe to the Church, but as 
eternal andlaſting as finis : and therefore there could be nothing in the 
nature of the thing to make it ſomuch as ſuſpicious, it was preſently to 
expire. 

Towhichalſol add this conſideration, that the Holy Ghoſt which 
was to enable the Apoſtles in the preciſe office Apoſtolical, as it was an 
. office extraordinary, circumſtantionate, definite, and to expire, a that, 
was promiſed ſhould deſcend upon them after Chriſts aſcenfion, and was 
verified in Pentecoſt 3 for to that purpoſe to bring all things to their mind, 
all of Chriſts Doctrine and all that was neceffary of his life and miracles, 
and a power from above to enable them to ſpeak boldly and learnedly, 
and with tongues,all that, befides the other parts of ordinary power, was 
given them tendaysafter the Aſcenſion. And therefore the breathing 
the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoltles in the oftaves of the ReſurreQion,and 
this miſlion with ſuch a power, was their ordinary miſſuon, a ſending 
them as ordinary Paſtors and Curates of Souls, with a power to govern 
( binding and loofing can mean no leſs - and they were the wordsof the 
her”, with a power to miniſter reconciliation - ( for ſo Saint Paul 
expounds remitting and retaining _) which two were the great hinges 
of the Goſpel, the one to invite and collett a Church, the other to go- 
vernit 3 the one to diſpenſe the greateſt bleſſing ia the world, the other 
to keep them in capacities of enjoying it. For fincethe holy Ghoſt was 
now actually givento theſe purpoſes here expreſſed, and yet in orderto 
all their extraordinaries and temporary needs was promiſed to deſcend 
after this, there is no colle&ion from hence more reaſonable, than to 
conclude all this to be part of their commiſſion of ordinary Apoltleſhip, 
to which the miniſters of religion were in all Ages to ſucceed. - In at- 
teſtation of all which, who pleaſe may ſee the united teſtimony of 
(a) S.Gyril, (b) S. On (c) S. Ambroſe, (d) S. Gregory and the 
(e) Author cf the queſt 


tons of the old and new Teſtament, who unleſs (c) ts 1-4; 


by their calling ſhall rather be called perſons intereſs'd, than by reaſon of = vor 


their famous piety and integrity,ſhall be accepted as competeat,are a very 
credible and fair repreſentment of this truth, and that it was a dodrine of 
Chriſtianity, that Chriſt gave this power to the Apoſtles for themſelves, 
and theit ſucceſſors for ever,and that therefore as Chriſt in the firſt dona- 
tion, ſo atio ſome Churches in the tradition of that power uſed the ſame 
form of words, intending the collation of the ſame power, and ſeparating 
perſons for that work of that miniſtery.I end this with the counſel S.Az- 
zxſtine gives to all publick penitents, Yeviat ad Artiftites, per quos illis ins 
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Eccleſia claves miniſirantur, &- & prepoſitis ſacrorum accipiant ſatisfa@;onjs 
ſue modum, let them come to the Preſidents of Religion by whom the 
Keys are miniſtred,and from the Governours of holy things let them re- 
ceive thoſe injunftions, which ſhall exerciſe and ſignifie their repentance. 


SzxcT.| HEL 


He ſecond power Iinſtance in, is preaching the Goſpel : for which 
T: work henot only at firſt deſigned Apoſtles, but others alſo were 
appointed for the ſame work for ever, to all generations of the Church: 
This Commiſſion was ſigned immediately before Chriſt's Aſcenſion ; 

Matth.28.19, AU power is given to me in Heaven and in Earth, Go ye therefore and teach 
oe all Nations, teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever T have command- 
ed you, and lo T am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Firſt, 
Chriſt declared his own commiſſion, [| a power is given him into his 
hand Jhe was now made King of all the Creatures, and Prince of the 
Catholick Church 3 and therefore as it concerned his care and provi- 
dence to look to his cure, and flock, ſo he had power to make deputa- 
tions accordingly [ Go ye therefore, | implying that the ſending them to 
this purpoſe was an iſſue of his power, either becauſe the authorizing 
certain perſons was an aCt of power, or elſe becauſe the making them 
DoGors of the Church and teachers of the Nations, was a placing them 
in an eminency above their ſcholars, and converts, and ſo alſo was an 
emanation of that power, which, derived upon Chriſt from his Father, 
from him deſcended upon the Apoſtles: And the wiſer perſons of the 
world have always underſtood, that a power of teaching was a Prefider:- 
cy and Awthority 3 for ſince all dominion is naturally founded in the un- 
derſtanding 3 although civil government accidentally, and by inevitable 
publick neceſſity relies upon other titles, yet where the greateſt under- 
ſtanding and power of teaching 1s, there 1s a natural preheminence and 
ſuperiority eaterws, that is, according to the proportion of the excellen- 
cy 5 and therefore in the inſtance of S. Pax! we are taught the ſtyle of 
the Court, and Diſciples ſit at the feet of their Maſters, as he did at the 
feet of his Tutor Gamalzel, which implies duty, ſubmiſſion, and ſubordi- 
nation; and indeed it is the higheſt of any kind, not only becauſe it is 
founded upon nature, but becauſe it is a ſubmiflion. of the moſt imperious 
faculty we have, even of that faculty which when we are removed from 
our Tutors, is ſubmitted to none but God 3 for no man hath power 
over the underſtanding faculty 3 and therefore ſo long as we are under 
Tutors and Inſtructors, we give to them that duty, in the ſucceſſion of 
which claim, none can ſucceed but God himſelf, becaufe none elſe can 
ſatisfie the underſtanding but he. | 
Now then becauſe the Apoſtles were created DoGors of all the 
world, hoc ipſo they had power given them over the underſtandings of 
their diſciples, and they were therefore fitted with an infallible ſpirir, 
and grew tobe ſoauthentick that their determination was the laſt ad- 
dreſs of all inquiries in queſtions of Chriſtianity : and although they 
were not abſolute Lords of their faith and underſtandings, as their 
Lord was, yet they had, under God, a ſupreme care, and prefidency, to 
order, to guide, toinſtrut, and to fatisfie their underſtandings 3 and 
thoſe whom they ſent out upon the ſame errand, according to the pro- 


portion arid excellency of their ſpirit, had alſo a degree of ſuperiority and 
eminency 5 
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' eminency 3 and therefore they who were xzorwvles 0 SiSnonanic, La- 
bourers inthe word and doitrine, were alſo mepsr ore wpraCurteen, Prel- 
byters that were Prefidents and Rulersof the Church 3 and this eminen- 
Cy is for ever to be retained according as the unskilfulneſs of the Diſciple 
retains him in the form of Catechumens; ot as the excellency of the 1n- 
ſtruQor ſtill keeps the diſtance 3 or elſe, as the office of teaching being 
orderly and regularly aſſigned makes a legal, political, -and pofitive au- 
thority, to which all thoſe perfons are for orders ſake to ſubmit, who 
poſlibly in reſpeR of their perſonal abilities might be exempt from that 
authority. 

Upon this ground it is, that learning amongſt wife perſons is eſteemed 
a title of nobility and fecular eminency - Ego enim quid aliud munificen- 
tie adhibere potni, nt ſiudia, ut fic dixerim, its umbra educata & quibus 
claritudo venit, (aid Seneca to Nero. And Ariſtotle, and A. Geliwe affirm, 


that not only excellency of extraQtion, or great fortunes, but learning *' 


alfo makes noble 3 circum undique ſedentibus eonltis doffrind, aut genere, 
ant fortunt nobilibus viris : and therefore the Lawyers fay, that if ale- 
gacy be given parper; nobil;, the executors; if they pleaſe, may give it 
toa DoFor. LIonly make this uſe of it, that they who are by publick 
deſignation appointed to teach, are alfo appointed in ſome ſence to go- 


A.Gellixu, lib, 
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vernthem : and if learningit ſelf be a fair title to ſecular opinion, and 7:2. 


advantages of honour, then they whoareprofeſiors of learning, and ap- 
pointed to be publick teachers, are alſo ſet above their diſciples as far as 


Baldan ins I. 
wemini.C. de 
adv. adverſe 


the Chair is above the Area or floor, that is, in that very relation of j*4i. 


teachers and ſcholars: and therefore among the Heathen the Prieſts 
who were to anſwer de avſteriis, ſometimes bore a ſcepter. 


| Xpuolp «14 oxnTpy, * (overs. wartas Aya. 


Upon which verſe of Homer, Evftathins obſerves, onjudey 5 Bacikeas, 
Aoywy, 3; Sins To oxnTlegy nv, The ſcepter was not-only an enlign of a 
King, butof a Judge and of a Prophets it ſignified a. power of anſwer- 
ing in judgment, and wiſe ſentences. This diſcourſe was occafioned by our 
blefied Saviour's illative 3 AZ power is giver me, go ye therefore and teachs 
and it concludes, that the avthority of Preaching is more than the faculty, 
that it includes power and prefidency, that. therefore: a ſeparation of per- 
ſons is ex abxndanti inferred, 'unleſs order- and authority be alfo caſual, 
_ and that all men alſo may be Governours as well as Procalrs, | | 
Now that here was a plain ſeparation of ſome 'perſons for this mi- 
niſtery, I ſhall not need: to; prove by 'ahy other argument beſides the 
words of the Commiſſion; ſave only-that this may be added, thathere 
was avore' neceflary, than a commiſhon3. great abilities, ſpecial aſit- 
ſtances, extraordinary anddivine knowledge, and underſtanding the 
myſteries of the kingdom 3 ſo that theſe abilities were ſeparations 
enough of theperſons, and deſignation. of the (officers 3 But this may 
poſlibly becomethe difficulty of the queſtion 3 For, when the Apoſiles 
had filled the world with the Sermons of the Goſpel, and that the holy 
Ghoſt deſcendedin a plentiful manner, then was the propheſie of Joel 
fulfilled, old aven dreamed dreams, and young men ſaw viſions, and ſons 
and daughters did propheſie : Now the caſe was altered 3 and the diſci- 
ples themſclves ſtart up Doors, and women prayed and propheſied, 
and PriſciÞ2 (ate in the Chair with her huſband 4quile, and ApoBos (ate 
at their feetz andnow all was — again - and therefore although 
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the commiſlion went out firſt to the Apoſtles; yet, when by miracle 
God diſpenſed great giftsto the Laity, and to women, he gave probati- 
on that he intended that all ſhould propheſie and preach, leſt thoſe gifts 
ſhould be to no purpoſe. This muſt be conſidered. 


1. Theſe gifts were miraculous verifications of the great Promiſe of 
the Father, of ſending the holy Ghoſt, and that all perſons were capable 
of that bleſſing in their ſeveral proportions, and that Chriſtianity did 
deſcend from God wereex abundant; proved by thoſe extraregular di(- 
penſations : ſo that here is purpoſe enough fignified, although they be 
not uſed to infer an indiſtintion of Officers in this miniſtery. 


2. Theſe gifts were given extra-regularly : but = with ſome diffe- 
rence of perſons : for all did not propheſie, nor all interpret, nor all 
ſpeak with tongues : they were but a few that did all this - we.fiad but 
the daughters of one man only,. and Priſcil/a, among all the nations of 
the Jews that ever did propheſie, ofthe women - and of Lay-menIT re- 
member not one, but Aquila and Jgabus - and theſe will be but too 
ſtraight an argument to blend a whole Order of men in a popular and 
vulgar indiſcrimination. | | 


3. Theſe extraordinary gifts were no authority to thoſe who had 
them, and no other —_ to ſpeak in publick. And therefore 
S. Paxl forbids the women to ſpeak in the Church, and yet it wasnot 
denied but ſome of them might have the ſpirit of propheſie. Speaking 
in the Church was part of an ordinary power, to which not only abzlity 
but exthority alſo and commiſſion are required. That was clearly one 
ſeparation 5 women were not capable of a clerical imployment, no not 
ſo much as of this miniſtery of preaching. And by this we may take 
ſpeedier account concerning Deaconeſlſes in the Primitive Church 
de Diaconiſi4 ego Bartholomens diſpono 5 O Epiſcope, impones ei manus 
pre ſentibus Presbyteris, Diaconis & Diaconiſſis, & dices, Reſpice ſuper 
hanc famulam team; ſoit is in the conſtitutions Apoſtolical underthe 
nameof S. Clement : By which it ſhould ſeem they were ordained for 
ſome Eccleſiaſtical miniſtery 3 which is alſo more credible by thoſe 
words of Tertul/ian, Qunante igitur. © que in —__ ordinari ſolent, 
que Deo nubere maluerunt ? And Sozomen tells of Olympias, Hanc enim, 
cum genere efſet nobiliſſumo, quamvuis juvenculam, ex quo vidua faFa erat, 
quia ex preſcripto Eccleſie egregi? philoſophatur, in Miniftram | Ne@ari- 
ws ordinat : and ſach a one it was, whom Saint Baſil called izpol/utans 
ſacerdotew. Whatſoever theſe Deaconeſles could be, they could not 
ſpeak in publick, unleſs they did prevaricate' the Apoſtolical rule, gi- 
ven to the Corinthian and Epheſiax Charches: And therefore though 
Olympias was an excellent perſon, hi ſhe was no preacher; ſhe was a 
Philoſopher, not in her diſcourſe, but 1n her manner of living and belie- 
ving : Philoſophata ex Eccleſie preſcripto, and that could not be by 
preaching - but theſe Deaconeſles after the Apoſtolical age, were the 
ſame with the zo7:@0a co xveiy, the good women, that did domeſtick 
offices and miniſter to the temporal neceſlity of the Churches in the days 
of the Apoſtles 3 Such a one was Phebe of Cenchres: but they were not 
admittedto any holy or ſpiritual Office : So we have certain teſtimony 
from Antiquity, whence the objetion comes. For ſo the Nicere Council 
exprelly : eumdn pÞ FHaxororur, KC ene pls yaeghnoiar re rxuoy, 
©5E 8% anar lO. Go To Aaixor aura era cedar Deaconeſles are tobe rec- 


koned in the Laity, becauſe they have no impoſition of hands,viz.for any 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual office. For they had impoſition of hands in ſome places to tem- 
poral adminiſtrations about the Church, and a ſolemn benediction, but 
nothing of the iseaTx1 Pveus the ſame were the wpeo Cures, wepxaln- 
phoai, the Presbytereſſes, who were the owpepriceai, or the Governeſles 
of women, inorder to manners and religion 3 but theſe, though ( as Ter- 
#ulian affirms, and Zonaras, and Balſamoconfeſs ) they were ſolemnly 
ordained and ſet over the women in ſuch offices, yet pretended to no- 
thing ofthe clerical power or the right of ſpeaking in publick. So Epi- 
phanius : There is an order of deaconeſſes in the Church, but not to meddle, 
or to attempt any of the holy Offices. And in thisſence it was, that 
S. Ambroſe reckons it amongſt the Hereſies of the Cataphrygiars, that they 
ordained their Deaconeſles, viz. to ſpiritual miniſteries 3 but thole 
women that deſire to be medling, are not moved with ſuch diſcourſes ; 
they care for none of all theſe things 3 therefore I remit them to the 
Au of the Apoſtle. But I ſuffer not a woman to teach, but to be. in (i- 
nce. 

And os for the mer who had gifts extraordinary of the Spirit, al- 
though they were permitted at firſt in the Corinthian Church ( before 
there was a Biſhop, or a fixed Colledge of Clergy ) toutter the inſpired 
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dictates of the Spirit, yet whether they were Lay or Clergy isnot 


there expreſſed; and it is more agreeable to the uſual diſpenſation 
that the prophets of ordinary miniſtery, though now extraordinarily 
aſtiſted, ſhould prophefie in publick 3 but however, when theſe extra- 
ordinaries did ceaſe, if they were common perſons, they had no pre- 
tence to invade the Chair ( nor, that we find, everdid - ) for an ordinary 
ability to ſpeak was never any warrantto diſturb an order; unleſs they 
can fay the words of S. Paxl | Wherennto I avs ordained a Preacher, |] 
they might not invade the office. To be able to perform an office, 
thoughit may be a fair diſpoſition to make the perſon capable to re- 
ceive it orderly, yet it does not aftually inveſt him; every wiſe man 


1s not a Counſellor of State, nor every good Lawyer a Judge. And - 


I doubt not but in the Jewiſh religion there were many perſons as 
able to pray as their Prieſts, who yet were wiſer than to refuſe the 
Prieſts advocation apud Dex, nk reciting offices in behalf of the 
people: Orabit pro eo ſacerdos was the. order ' of Gods appointing, 
though himſelf were a devout perſon and of an excellent ſpirit. And 
it had need be ſomething extraordinary that muſt warrant ati ordina- 
ry perſon to riſe higher. than his own evenneſs3 ,and bzlity or ' 6658 
is but a poſlibilityz and .muſt be reduced to att by ſomething that 
tranſmits authority, or does eſtabliſh order, or diſtinguiſh perſons, and 
ſeparate profeſſions. And it is very remarkable, that when Judas 
had miſcarried and loſt his Apoſtolate, it'was ſaid, - that it was neceſla- 
ry for ſome body to be choſen to be. a witneſs of Chriſts Reſurrefion- 


wo were named, of ability ſufficient, but that was not all : they muſt 


chuſe one, to make up the number of the twelve, a diſtin& ſeparate 
perſon 3 which ſhews that it was not only a work ( for that, any of 
them might have done ) but an office of ordinary miniſtery. The abi- 
lity of doing which work although all they. that lived with Jeſ&, might 
either have had, or received at Pemtecoſt, yet the authority and grace 
was more : thefirſt they had upon experience, but ;this only by. divine 
eletion : which is a demonſtrationthat every perſon that can do offices 
clerical is not permitted to do them; and that, beſides the krowledgeand 
natural or artificial abilities, a divine qualification is neceſlary. 
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And therefore God complains by the Prophet, 7 have not ſent them, and 
get they runs and the Apoſtle leaves it as an eſtabliſhed rule, How ſhall 
they preach except they be ſent ? Which two places, I ſhall! gran to be 
meant concerning a diſtin and anew meſlage; Prophets muſt not offer 
any dodrine to the people, or pretend adottrine for which they had not 
2a commiſſion from God.. But which way ſoever they be expounded, 
they will conclude right in this particular. For if they ſignifie an ordina- 
ry miſſion, then there is an ordinary miſſion of preachers, which no man 
muſt uſurp unleſs he can prove his title certainly and clearly, derivative 
from God 3 which when any man of the Laity can do, we muſt give him 
the right hand of fellowſhip, and wiſh hine good ſpeed. But if theſe words 
fignifie an extraordinary caſe, and that no meſſage muſt be pretended 
by Prophets, but what they have commiſſion for, then muſt not ordi- 
nary perſons pretend an extraordinary miſfion to an ordinary pur- 
"4 : for, beſides, that God does never do things unreaſonable, nor 
will endure that order-be interrupted to no purpole, he will never give 
anextraordinary Commiſſion unleſs it be to a proportionable end 3 who- 
ſoever pretends toa licence of preaching by reaſon of an extraordinary 
calling, muſt look that he be furniſhed with an extraordinary meſ- 
ſage, leſt his Commiſſion be ridiculousz and when he comes, he muſt be 
ſure to ſhew his authority by an argument proportionable 3 that is, by 
ſucha probation without which no wiſe man can reafonably believe 
him 3 which cannot be leſs than miraculous and divine. In all other 
caſes he comes under the curſe of the ox #:iſſe, thoſe whom God ſent 
not 5 they goon their own errand, and mult pay themſelves their wa- 

Es. 

But, beſides that the Apoſtles were therefore to have an immediate 
miſſion, becauſe they were to receive new inctructions : theſe inQructi- 
ons were ſuch as were by an ordinary, and yet by a diſtiadt miniſtery to 
be conveyed, for ever after 5 and therefore did defign an ordinary, ſuc- 
ceſlive, and laſting power and authority. Nay our bleſſed Lord wene 
one ſtep further in this proviſion, even to remark the very firſt ſucceſſors 
and partakers of this power, to betaken to the lot of this miniſtery, and 
they were the Seventy-two whom Chriſt had ſent ( as probationers of 
their future preaching ) upon a ſhort errand into the Cities of Judah - 
But by this aſſignation of more perſons than thoſe to whom he gaveim- 
mediate Commiſſion, he did declare that the office of preaching was to 
be diſpenſed by a ſeparate and peculiar ſort of men, diſtin& from the 
people, and yet by others than thoſe who had the commilſiion extraor- 
dinary 3 that is, by ſuch who wereto be calledto it by an ordinary vo- 
cation. 

As Chriſt conſtituted the office and named the perſons, both extraor- 
dinary and ordinary, preſent and ſuccefiive 5 fo he provided gifts for 
them too, that the whole diſpenſation mighr be his, and might be ap- 
parent. And therefore Chriſt where be aſcended up on high gave gifts to 
zen, to this very purpoſe 3 and theſe gifts coming from the ſame Spirit 
made ſeparation of diftin& miniſtertes under the ſame Lord. So S. Paul 
teſtifies expreſly 5 Now there are diverſtties of gifts, but the Same Spirit, 
2X Srcuptoers Sraxoray act, there are different adminiſtrations [ differences 
7 minjfteries 3] it is the proper word for Church-offices 3 the miniſtery 

iſtinguiſhed by the gift 5 It is #0? 4 gift of the miniflery, but the mi- 
riſtery it MS & the gift, and diftingui accordingly. An extraor- 
dinary Miniſtery needs an extraordinary and a miraculous pift ; 

that 
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that is 2 miraculous ca4l/jng and vocation and deſignation by the holy E 


Ghoſt 3 but an ordjnary. gift cannot. ſublime an orditiary perſpa to 2 
ſupernatural imploymentz and from this diſcourſe ,of the differing 
gifts of the Spirit, Saint Pav/ without any. further artifice, concludes 
that the Spirit intended a diſtinQion of Church-officers. for the; work 
of the miniſtery 3 for the concluſion. of the diſcourſe | is; that God hath 
ſet ſome in the Church, firſ® Apoſiles, ſecondarily. Prophati, thirdly 
Teachers 3 and, leſt all God's people ſhoyld uſurp theſe offices, which 
God by his Spirit hath made. ſeparate and diſtinguiſhed, he adds, are 
all Apoſtles ? are all Prophets? are all Teachers ? If lo, thei were. all 
the body one member, quite contrary to nature, and to God's Occo- 
nomy. | <6 HY 
And that this deſignation ofdiſtiat Charcb-officers is for ever; S. Paul 
alſo affirms as expreſly as thisqueſtion ſhall need; He gave ſome 4poſiles; 
ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangelifts, and ſome Paſtars and Teachers, 4: 
gpyor diaxovias, for the work of the miniſiery, till we all. arzive atthe avnity 
of faith, which as ſoon as it ſhall happen, then cometh the end.  Tijl 
the end be, the por d\aroviads, the work, of the Miniftery mult go forr 
wards, and is incumbent upon: the Paſtors and Teachers 5 this is their 
work, and they are the miniſters, whom the holy Ghoſt defigned. - - 
1, For, I conſider that either to preach requires byt an ordivwary aran 
extraordinary ability; 1f it requires an-extraordinazy,, they who are illi- 
terate and unlearned perſons are the-unfitteſt men in the world for it: 
if an ordizary ſufficiency will diſcharge it,, why cannatthey ſuppoſe the 
Clergy of a competency, and ſtrength fufficient to,do-that which:anor- 
dinary underſtanding, and faculties can perform? what need they efter- 
meddle with that, to which no extraordipary affiſtance is required? or 
elſe why do they ſet their. ſhoulder to ſuch a work; with which: no 
ſtrength but extraordinary, is commenſuraje? inthe firik caſe it isncede 
leſs 3 1n the ſecond it is uſtleſs3 in both-ygur and mmpertinent. For eir 
ther no manneeds theirhelp3 or, if they did, they are very unable ro 


help. Iamfſure they are, 1f they be unlearned perions'z and if they be. 


learned, they well enough know, that: tg teach. chepegple, is not a)powr 
er of ſpeaking, but is alſo, an a& of juriſgiQion and authority, and ig 
which, order is, at leaſt, concerned. 1m am emigent- degree <: 'Lgan 
_ are not ſo forward z aad thoſe are: moſt contidens! wha haveleaf 
reaſon. 11 1 11 ardent loynagmonanlodion: wounding 
2. Although as Homilies tothe pegpleare naw.uled accordingta the 
ſmalleſt rate; many men mare: preach: than ſhguld, yet! beſideq ;thatse 
preach predevily, granely,: piouſiy,, and withingth, requires mare. 
than are diſcernable by the, people, : ſuch-as  mokereven,n plain wark 
reaſonable towiſe met, .avduſtful to:'their bearers, and. ;aceeptablenite 
God beſides this, bay, the office of 1enghing js ph larger extent thay 
making Harbilies,or ſpeakingpretiily: anough to ploaſeyhe comme 
undiſcerning-auditors:! They: that ara gp ng 
Reſpondere de jure, Give ecconttt of their:fqith in defiance: of the nume+ 
rous armies of Hereticks z..they tuft watch for their Hock, 'and uſeoxr 
cellent artsto arm thery dgaintd alli their, weaknefles irom within,.uad 
hoſiilitiesfrom without 3. they; muſt ;ſirepgthen;$he; weeks, cqofitm be 
ſtrong, compole the {crpulous; ſaticfie.the, dophtfuls! and be ceedyen 
anſwer caſes of Conſcience 5 and LO here aze.nat ſo little 29/5668 
caſes already ſtarted up -atmang the; Cal | 3 298d for.onght I-kaoy 
\ there may be 50og' times 5000! And thezoyreJamecyienct Conſaicuce 
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that concern Kings and kingdoms in the higheſt myſteriouſneſs, both of 
State and Religion, and they alſo belong to Paſtors for the intereſts of 
Religion, and Teachers to determine or adviſe in. Kypuxas Aus ayſtass 
Afye x aripor Fiz, tyre mwaoai Fvoiats aurys Iraxovpyras ECITEVEY, 3} pI 
> Gy arSpor Bracicre % ayoert;. The Preachers were always Meſſengers 
tween God and men, being Mediators by their facrifices,and they were 
intereſted in their counſels, and greater cauſes3 And if religion can 
have influences into counſels of Princes, and publick intereſt. of king- 
doms, and that there can be any difficulty, latent ſences, intricacy of 
queſtion, or myſteriouſaeſs in Divinity, it will be found that there are 
other parts of the Preachers office, befides making Homilies : and that 
when ſo great skill is required, it will not be eafie to make pretences to 
invade it; unleſs a man cannot be an excellent Lawyer without twenty 
years skill and praftice, befides excellency of natural indowments, and 
yet can be anexcellent Teacher and Guide in all caſes of Conſcience, 
meerly with opening his mouth, and rubbing his forehead hard. Bur 
God hath taken order that thoſe whom he hath appointed teachers of 
the people, ſhould make it the work and bulineſs of their lives, that 
they ſhould diligently attend to reading, to exhortation, and tododrine, 
that they may watch over their flock, over whom the holy Ghoſt hath made 
#hem overſeers. The inconvenience that this diſcourſe is like to meet 
withall is, that it concerns thoſe men who are ſure not to underſtand it : 
for they that have not the wiſdom of Prophets and wiſe men, cannot 
eaſily be brought to know the degrees of diſtance between the others 
wiſdom and their own ignorance. To know that there is great learn- 
ing beyond us, is a great part of learning : but they that have the con- 
fidence in the midſt of their deepeſt ignorance to teach others, want 
both modeſty and underſtanding too, either to perceive or to con- 
fels their own wants: they never kiſſed the lips of the wiſe, and 
therefore think all the world breathes a breath as fenny and mooriſh as 
themſelves. F 
3. Beſides, the conſideration of the ability that a ſeparate number of 
ment ſhould be the teachers, and it be not permitted promiſcuoully to 
every perſon of a- confident language and bold fancy, is highly nece(- 


fary inthe'point of prudence and duty too. Of: Prudence, becauſe there 


can be no ſecurity againſt all the evil do&rines of the world 'in a pro- 
miſcuous unchoſen company of Preachers. For if he be allowed the 
pretence of 2x extraordinary, he ſhall belie the holy Spirit,” to couzen 
you, when he hath a mind to it: If you allow him nothing but an 
wang ot; that is, abilities of art and-nature 3; there cannot in ſuch 
diſcourſes be any tion for the diſorder, or the danger, or the 
ſhiſms, and-innumerable- Churches, when one-bead and two members 
ſhall make a diſtin body, and alt ſhall pretend to Chriſt, without any 
other common term of union. ' And this which is diſorderin the thing, 
is 81d diſhonowrableto thispart of religion;and the divine:meflages ſhall 
be'conveyedto the: people by common Gwriers or rather 2weſſengers by 
chance, and as #hey go by 5 wheteas God: ſent at firſt Embeſſadors extra- 
ap nf and then left his Zeiger# in his- Chorch for ever. : But there is 
alfo a duty too to be ſecured'; for they that have the guiding of ſouls 
muſt remember that they muſt be Aoyor arvodwoople,omft renderan account; 
and that cannot be dowe with joy, whe it ſhall be indifferent to any man 
toſaperſeminete what he pleaſe: / and ' ( by the ' way ) I ſuppoſe, they 
Who are apt toenter into the Chair of Dofors and Teachers, would 

| C - be 


the Office SVemiſterial ; 


beunwilling to be charged with 2' ture of ſouls: If they knew what 


that means, they would article more ſtriftly before they wonld ſtand 
charged with itz andyet it is hatder to ſay that there is no fach thing 
as the cure of ſouls 3 that'Chrilt left his flock to wander and to guide 
themſelves, or to find ſhepherds at the charges of accident arid chance. 
Chriſt hath made a better ptoviſion,, and after he had with the greateſt 
earneſtneſs committed toS. Peter the care of ſeeding his lambs and ſheep, 
S. Peter didit carcfully, and thought it part of the ſame duty to ptovide 
other ſhepherds, who ſhould alfo feed the flocks by a continual provifion 
and attendance 3 The Presbyters which are among you, 1 who alſo ama 
Presbyter exhort, feed the flock of God which is among you, Bhowowuves 
exuotw:, Tepluuws, doing the office of Biſhops over them, taking ſuptaviſi- 
on or overſight of them willingly and ofa ready mind; The Preſbyters 
and Biſhops, they are tofeed the flock, there was woiunuy 4 flock tobe 
diſtinguiſhed from the ous, the ſhepherds, the elders, & 6uir, and the 
flock among you, diſtinguiſhed by a regular office of teaching, and a re- 
lation of ſhepherds and ſheep. 5 TIS 
But this diſcourſe would be urineceſſary long, unleſs I ſhould omit 

many arguments, and contra@ the reſt: I only ſhall defire it be confi- 
dered, concerning the purpoſe of that part of Divine providence, in gi- 
ving the Chriſtian Church Commandmeirs concerning Proviſions to be 
made for the Preachers 3' Let the Elders that rule well beve 2 double ho- 
noxr, an elder brother's portion: at leaſt, both of honour and mainte- 
nance, eſpecially if they labour in the word and doFriie'; and the reaſon 
1s taken out of Moſes Law, but derived from the natural, Zvi trits- 
ranti non ligabis os. - For God hath ordained that' thoſe that labowr in the 
Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel. This argument will force us ro-diftin- 
guiſh perſons, or elſe our parſes will; and if all willhave a right to preach 
the Goſpel that think themſclves able, then alſo they have a right tobe 
mainginaitoo. ' if 22 1011042 219.5189 551 BCG] 7 * TOOK 

| I ſhall add no more, 1: God hath Ueligned perſons tor teach the 
people, 2. charged theny with #he cure. of ſouls, 3: given them conmil- 
fion #0 go-irrto «ll the world,” 4. given them gifts accordiagly, 5. charged 
the peopletoattend and to'obey, 6. hath- provided 'them maintenance 
and ſupport, 'and 7: ſeparated them' tb'reeding, to exhortation, nd t6 
doFrine,from the affairs of this world, that they may attend to theſe, -by 
the care of the'whole man. '- If ariy tifan' in charity or duty wil'doany 
ghoſtly offices to his erringor weak biother, he tray have d'rewird'of 
charity - for in this ſenec"it is that” TertuVize ſays,” thiit in remote ant 
barbarous countriesthe Laity'do $aterdoft/ aliquatinie fungi. Bur if he 
invades the publick chair; he may 'tricetwiththe ciirfe of Coreb, if Be 34e- 
rends maliciouſh 3 or if he have fairer, Sytmiſtaken p 


ler ſentence paſſed upori Vz24h may Þethe'worlt of his evil portion.” 
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ſeparate nature, requires the ſolemnity of a diſtia& order of perſons 
for its' miniſtration : yet if the laity may be admitted to. the diſpenſa- 
tion of ſo ſacred and ſolemn rites, there is nothing inthe calling of the 
Clergy that can diſtinguiſh them from the reſt of Gods people, but they 
ſhall be boly enough, to diſpenſe boly offices without the charges of 
paying honour and maintenance to others to dowhat they can dothem- 
ſelves. 

" In oppoſition to which, I firſt conſider, that the ordinary miniſter of 
Baptiſm is a perſon conſecrated 3, the Apoſtles and their tucceflors in 
the office Apoſtolical, and all thoſe that partake of that power; andit 
needs no other proof, but the plain production of the Commiſlion 3 
they who are teachers by ordinary power, and authority, they alſo 
nd to baptize all Nations : and baptiſm being. the ſolemn 
rite of initiating diſciples, and making the firſt publick profeſſion of 
the Inſtitution, it is in reaſon and analogy ofthe myſtery to be miaiſtred 
by thoſe who were appointedto colledt the Church, agd make Diſ- 
ciples. It is as plain and decretory a Commiſſion; as any other.myſteri- 

(a) Epif. ad ouſneſs of Chriſtianity ; and hath been accepted ſo for ever as the do- 
Hieron. frine of Chriſtianity, as may appear in (a) Jg#4ti#7, (b) Tertullian, 
es png (c) S. Gelaſiws, (d)) S, Epiphaniae, and (e )S. Hierow 5 who affirm in va- 
(4) Hereſ.79, Tiety of ſences, that Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons only are to. baptize 3 
(e) ” ob ſome by ordinary'right, ſome by deputation 5; of which I ſhall afterwards 
wed I give account; Butall the 7x5 ordinarizm they intend to fix upon the 
Clergy according todivine inſtitution and commandment. Sc that in caſe 
lay-perſons might baptize xer4, weeigacw, & Ii dra yur, upon yrgent ne- 
ceſſity, yet this cannot upon juſt-pretence invade the ordinary migiſtery, 
becauſe God had diſpenſed the attairs'of his Church, fo that caſes of ne- 
ceſlity. do not often occur tothe prejudice and duflolution ofpublick or- 
der, -agd miniſteriesz and if permiſſions being-madeto ſupply neceffities, 
be brought further than the caſe of exception gives leave, the perwiſlion 
Is aka Intos gt does greater ylalence ® thervle,hy bow much 
it was fortified by that yery,cxception, a5. to,other caſes. not. excepted. 
And although incaſe of extreme. geceſlity every..man may..-preach the 
Golpel, as todying Heathens, ox.unbelieving perſons, yet if they do this 
yeithout ſuch, or zheJike neceſſity, what at firft-was charity, inthe other 
caſe is ſchiſm and pri le,the two greateſt enemies tocharity j@.the world, 
. But,now, for the thing it ſelf, whether indeed. any caſe of ,neceſlity 
can tranſmit to Jay, perſons 2 ygbt: of baptizing, ic muſt be diftiacly 
conlidered. Same ſay. it dacs... For. Aneries: baptized Pay who yet 
(as itisfaid ) wes net. ja holy Qrders 4 3nd that the 3000 Converts at 
| the iſt Sermongf S., Peer wereall baptized by- the Apoltles, js not ca- 
fly credible, ir, beipg/too.,aumerays..a bady fpr ſo few: perfons-ta 
baptize.z and; when Peter had.[pxeaghed: to-Coreelie. and, bis. Gmily; 
he cauſed the brethren that came alofig with him to baptize them 
and whether Hands had been. impoſed on them or no. is. not certain - 
And in purſuance of the inſtance of Anariss, and the other probabili- 
ties, the DoQors of the Church haye geclared their opinions Serixs;, 
Dial.atvy, It caſes of neceſſity, a lay-perſon may- baptize. So Tertul/ian in his book 
Lucifer, of Baptiſm, Alioqui & Laicis juseſt baptizandi. Onod enim ex £quo ac- 
cipttur,;ex equa. deripoteſs, Theraalou is alle urged; by S: Hierewto the 
ſamegurpole, only requiring; that :the)Baptifer be:a Qbriſttan, : ſuppa- 


ling whatſoever they have received-they nay? :alſo; give 3 but: becauſe 
the reaſon conclades not, becauſe:(-a5 theinkel ves believe );-a Precbyten 


cannot 
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cannot collate his Presbyterate, it muft therefore reft only upon their 
bare authority 3 if it ſhall be thought ſtrobg enough ro bear the weight 
of the contrary reaſons. And the Fathers jn the Council of E/zberis de- 
termined, Peregre ravigantes, ant ſi Eccleſia int proximo non fuerit, poſſe 
fidelem, qui lavacrum ſuum integrum habet, nec ſit biganmwe, baptizare in 
weceſſitate infirmitatis poſitum Gatechnmemm 3 ita ut fs ſupervixerit, ad Epiſ< 
copum eunm producat, ut per manys impoſitionens proficere poſſit. -The Sy- 
nod, held at Alexandria under Alexander their Biſhop, approved the 
baptiſm of the children by 4thanaſize, being but a boy 3 and the Nicene 
Fathers ratifying the baptiſm made by hereticks ( atnongſt whom they 
could not bur know in tron caſes, there was no true Prieſthood or legi- 
timate ordination ) muſt by neceſfary confequence ſuppoſe bapriſin tobe 
diſpenſed effectually by lay-perſons. And S. Hieromre is plain, Beptizare, 
ſt neceſſitas cogat, ſcimus etiam licere Laicis 3 the ſame almoſt with the 
Canon of the fourth Council of Carthage, Mulier baptizare non pre ſumat 
niſi neceſſitate cogente : though, by the way, theſe words of [ cogente neceſ- 
ſitate ] arenot in the Canon, but thruſt tnby Gretian and Peter Lombard. 
And of the fame opinion is S. Ambroſe, or he who under his name wrote 
the Commentaries upon the fourth ro the Epheſians, (a) P. Gelaſiar, 
(b) S. Angnſi.and (c) 1fdor,and generally all the Scholars after their maſter. 
But againſt this doctrine were all the Africa Biſhops for about r50 
years 3 who therefore rebaptized perſons returning from heretical con- 
venticles 3 Becauſe thoſe heretical Biſhops being depoſed and reduced 
into Lay-communion, could not therefore collate baptiſm for their want 
ofholy Orders - as appears in SY Canonical Epiſtle to Amphiloechine, 
where he relates their reaſon, and refutes it not. And however Firmi- 
lian and S. Cyprian might be deceived m the thinking hereticks quite loſt 
their orders; yet in this they were untouched, that although their ſap- 
polition was queſtionable, yet their fuperſtructure was not medled with, 
viz. That if they had been Lay perſons, their Baptizations were null 
and invalid. > 
I confeſs, the opinion hath been very generally taken up in theſelaſt 
agesof the Church, and almoſt with a Nemjne contradicemte 3 the firſt 
ages had more variety of opinion : and Ithink it may yet be conſidered 
anew upon the old ſtock. For fince abſolutely, all the Church affixes 
the ordinary miniſtery of Baptiſm to the Clergy 3 if others do baptize, 
do they fin, or do they net fin ? That it is no fin, is expreſly affirmed in 
the 16 Canon of Nicephorus of C.P. If the own father baptizes the child, 
or any other Chriſtian man, it is no fin. - * S. Augu- 
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litum eft, And of thismind are allthey, who by frequent uſing of that * Lib.2.Comr, 


ſaying have made it almoſt proverbial, FaFum valet, freri non debet. If 
they do not fin,then women and Lay-menhave as much right fromChriſt 
to baptize as Deacons or Preſbyters 3 thenthey may uponthe ſame ſtock 
and right doit as Deacons do, for if a Biſhop was preſent it was not 


Epif8. Parmen. 
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lawful for Deacons, as is expreſly affirmed by $. 1gn#tivs in his =__ to Here. 19, 


Heron the Deacon 3 and S. Epiphanins with the fame words denies a 
jus baptizandi, to women and to Deatomr, and both of them affirms it to be 


De bapr. adv; 


proper to Biſhops. Further yet, Tertaliar and S.Hierow deny a powerto Lucifer. 


Preſbyters 
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Preſbyterstodo it without Epiſcopal diſpenſation. Now if Preſbyters and 
Deacons have this power only by leave and in certain caſes, then it js 
more than the women have - only that they are fitter perſons to be in- 
truſted with the deputation; a leſs neceffity will devolve it upon Pref 
byters than upon Deacons, and upon Deacons than Lay-mer 3 and a leſs 

et will caſt it upon Lay-mer than women : and this difference is in re- 
ſpe&t of humane order and poſitive conſtitution, but in the nature of the 
thing according to this doctrine all perſons are equally receptive of it : 
And therefore to baptize is no part of the Grace of Orders, no fruit ofthe 
holy Ghoſt, but a work which may be done by all, and at ſome times 
muſt : and ifbaptiſm may, then it will be hard to keep all the other rites 
from the common inrodes, and then the whole office will periſh. 

But if Lay-perſons baptizing, though in caſe of neceſſity, do ſir, as 
S. Auguſtine ſeems to ſay they do, then it 1s certain, Chriſt never gave 
them leave ſo much as by infinuation3 and then neither can the Church 
giveleave 3 for ſhe cangive leave forno man to ſin : and, befides ſuch 
a deputation were to no purpoſez Becauſeno perſon ſhall dare to doit, 
for evil is not to be done, though for the obtaining the greateſt good : 
and it will be hard toſtate thequeſtion, ſo that either the child ſhall pe- 
riſh,or Tome other muſt periſh for it; for he that poſitively ventures upon 
a fin for a good end, worſhips God witha fin, and therefore ſhall be 
thank'd with a damnation, ifhe dies before repentance 3 but if the child 
ſhall not periſh in ſuch caſe of not being baptized, then why ſhould any 
man break the rule of inſtitution, and if he ſhall periſh without being 
baptized, then God hath affixed the ſalvation of the child upon the con- 
dition of another mans fin. 

3. Andindeed the pretence of caſes of neceſſity may do much to- 
wards the excufing an irregularity in an exterior rite, though of divine 
iaſtitution, To © ave:yx1; v A&yey ooo Cuyor. But It will not be eaſily 
proved that God hath made any ſuch neceflities : it is certain that for 
perſons having the uſe of reaſon God hath provided a remedy that no lay- 
perſon ſhould have need to baptize a Catechumenzfor his votu or deſire 
of baptiſm ſhall ſerve his turn. And it will be unimaginable that God 
hath made no proviſion for infants, and yet put it upon them in many 
caſes with equal neceſlity, which without breach of a divine inſtitution 
cannot be ſupplied. | | 

4. If a Lay-perſon ſhall baptize, whether or no ſhall the perſon bap- 
tized receive benefit, or will any more but the outward a@ be done? for 
that the Lay-perſon ſhall convey rew Sacramenti, or bethe miniſter of 
ſacramental grace, is no where revealed in Scripture, and is againſt the 
Analogy of the Goſpel 5 for the verbur reconciliationis, all the whole mij- 
riftery of reconciliation is intruſted. to the Prieſt, Nobzs, ( faith S. Paul ) 
to ws who are Embaſſadors. And what difference is there, if caſes of ne- 
ceſlity be pretended . in the defeft of other miniſterics, but that they 
alſo may be invaded? and caſes of neceſſity may by other men alſo be 
numbered in the other ſacrament : and they have done ſo ; and I know, 
who ſaid that noman muſt conſecrate the Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
but he that is lawfully called, except there be a caſe of neceſſity; and 
that there may be a caſe of neceſſity for the bleſſed Sacrament, there 
needs noother teſtimony than the Niceme Council 3 which calls the Sa- 
cramentin the article of death, ayaſuaioraloy £9o610r, viaticune, the molt 
neceſſary proviſion for our journey -andif a Lay-perſon Abſolves,there 


1s asmuch promiſe of the validity of the one as the other, unfcſs wry 
aid, 
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ſaid, that there may be abſolute neceſlity of Baptiſm, but not ſo of Ab- 


ſolution 3 which the maintainers ofthe other opinion are not apt topro- 
fels. And therefore S. Aug»ftine did not know whether baptiſm admi- 
niſtred by a lay-perſon.be to be repeated or no 3 Neſcio anpie quiſqnave 
dixerit, he knew nots neither do I. - But $i»0n of Theſſalonice is con- 
fident, vS&s Panlica's pn yeeploviey eye, No man baptizes but he that is 
zn holy orders, The baptiſmis null : I cannot ſay ſo; nor canl ſay, is 
Sexlor3 Let it be received. Only I offer this to confideration 5; if a Dea- 


con can do no miniſterial at with effe&, but a lay-perſon may do the 


ſame with effect upon the perſon ſuſcipient, What is that ſupernatural 
grace and inherent andindelible charatter which a:Deacon hath recei- 
ved in his ordination ? IfaDeacon can do no ſupernatural a& which 
were void and null, if done by him that is: not a Deacon, he hath no 
charaQer, no ſpiritual inherent power - and that he is made the ordina- 
ry miniſter of it, is for order ſake : but he thatcan do the ſame thing, 
hath the ſame power and ability. By this ground a Lay-perſon and a 
Deacon are not diſtinguiſhed by any inherent charafter, and therefore 
they who underſtand the ſpiritual powersand effects of ordination inthe 
ſenceand expreſſion of an inherent and indelible charafter, will find 
ſome dithculty in allowing the effe& of a lay-baptiſm. 

But I conſider that the inſtances of Scripture brought for the lawful- 
neſs of lay-adminiſtration, if they bad no particular exceptation, yetare 
impertinent to this queſtion; for it isnot-with us pretended in any caſe 
to be lawful, but in extreme necelſlity. : And therefore, Saint Peters de- 
puting the brethren who came with him to Cornelius to baptize his 
family, is nothing to our purpoſe, and beſt anſwers it ſelf: for ei- 
ther they were of the Clergy, who came with them 5 or elſe lay-per- 
ſons may baptize by the right of an ordinary deputation, without a caſe 
of necellity 3 for here was none c Saint Peter might have done it him- 
ſelf. | Fro oft 135 98 
And as for 4nanigs, he was one of the Seventy two - and if that be 
nothing, yet he was called to that miniſtration about Pasl, as Paxl him- 
ſelf was to the Apoltleſhip, even by an immediate vocation, and miſſion 
from Chriſt himſelf. And-if this anſwer were not ſufficient ( asit is moſt 
certainly ) the argument would preſs farther than is intended: for: Ane- 
7325 tells him, he was ſent to him that be wight lay his hands on him that 
he might receive the holy Ghoſt: and to do that, was more than Philip 
could do; though he was a Deacon, and in as great a neceſlity, 'as this 
was : And yet beſides all this, this was /not a cafe of neceſlity, unleſs 
there was never a Preſbyter or Deacon in all Demwaſcxs, orthat God 
durſt not truſt any of them with Pax, but only Awanies, or that Paxl 
could not ſtay longer without baptiſm, - as many thouſand converts did in 
deſcending ages: \X 2:11 Tn. | | 

And for the other conjefure it is not confidetable at all - for the 
Apoſtles mighttake three: or four days time to baptize the three thou- 
ſand - there was no hurt done if they had ſtayed a week : the text jnfi- 
nuates nothing to the contrary 3 The ſame day about three thouſand were ad- 
ded to the Church 3then they were edded to the Church, that is, by vertue ard 
efficacy that Sermon, whoit may be, conſidered ſome-while of S. Peters 

iſcourſe, and gave up their names upon mature deliberation and poſi- 
tive convittion. But it is not ſaid, they were baptized;the ſame dey 3 and. 
yet it was not impoſlible for the twelve Apoſtles to doit in one day, if 
they had thought it reaſonable. {tyros ; 0015" 
| or 
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For my own particular, I wiſh we would make no more neceſlities 
than God made, but that we leave the adminiſtration of the Sacraments 
to the manner of the firſt inſtitution, and the Clerical offices be kept 
within their cancels, that no Lay-hand may pretend a reaſonto uſurp the 
facred Miniſtery - and fince there can be no necefſlity for unbaptized per- 
ſons of years of diſcretion, becauſe their defire may ſupply them, it 
were well alſo if our charity would find ſome other way alſo, to under- 
ſtand Gods mercy towards infants 5 for certainly, he is moſt merciful and 
full of pity to themalſo: and if there be no _negle&t of any of his own 
appointed miniſteries, ſo as he hath appointed them, methinks 1t were 
but reaſonable to ttuſt his goodneſs with the infants in other caſes - for 
it cannot but be a jealoufie and a ſuſpicion of God, a not daring to truſt 
him, andan unreaſonable proceeding beſide, that we will rather ven- 
turetodiſpenſe with divine inſtitution, than think that God will 3- or 
that we ſhould pretend more care of children than God hath : when we 
will break an inſtitution, and the rule of an ordinary Miniſtery of Gods 
appointing, rather than caſt them upon God, as if God loved this ce- 
remony better than he loved the child; for ſo it muſt be, if the child 
periſhed for want of it : and yet ſtil] methinks according toſuch doctrine, 
there was little or no care taken for infants; for when God had ap- 
pointed a miniſtery, and fixed it with certain rules and a proper deputa- 
tion : in reaſon ( knowing in all things elſe how merciful God is, and 
full of goodneſs ) we ſhould have expected that God ſhould have given 
expreſs leave to have gone beſides the firſt circumſtances of the Sacra- 
ment, ifhe had intended we might or ſhould - and that he ſhould have 
told us fo too rather than by — them faſt tyed without any expreſs 
caſes of exception, or marks of difference, permit men to diſpute and 
ſtand unreſolved between a caſe of Duty and a point of Charity - for al- 
though God will have mercy rather than ſacrifice, yet when both are 
commanded, God takes order they ſhall never croſseach other, and fa- 
crificeis to be preferred before mercy, when the Sacrifice is in the com- 
mandment, and the Mercy is not - as it is in the preſent queſtion. And 
if it were otherwiſe in this caſe, yet becauſe God loves mercy ſo well, 
Why ſhould we not think, that God himſelf will ſhew this mercy to this 
Infant, when he hathnot expreſled his pleaſure that we ſhould do it ? 
We cannot be more mercifu}-than He is. 

The Church of Exg/and hath determined nothing in this particular, 
that I know of 5 only when in the firſt Liturgy of King Edward the 
Sixth, a Rubrick was inſerted permitting Midwives to baptize in caſes 
of extreme danger,it was left outin the ſecond Liturgies, which is at leaſt 
an argument ſhe intended to leave the queſtion undetermined 3 if at leaſt 
that omiflion of the clauſe, was not alſo a rejeion. of the Article : Only 
this Epiphaniav objetts againſt the Aarcionites, and TertuVian againſt 
the Gnoſticks, that they: did permit women to baptize : I cannot ſay 
butthey made it an ordinary imployment, and a thing beſides the 
caſe of neceſlity : I know not whether they did or no. But if they 
be permitted, it is conſiderable whither the example may drive : 7e- 
tnlans mulier que »ſurpavit docere, an non utique & tingendl jus ſibi pa- 
riet 2 that I may turn TeriaVians Theſis into an Interrogative. The wo- 
men uſurp the office of teaching, if alſo they may be permitted to bap- 
tize, they may in time arrogate and invade other miniſteries3 or if 
they do not, by reaſon of the natural and Fpge—g incapacity of their 


perions, yet others may upon the ſame ſtock - for neceſſity conſiſts nor 
in 
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in a Mathematical point, but hath latitude which may be expoundcd to 
iriconvenience; and that I ſay truth and fear reafonably,-I need no 
other teſtimony than the Greek Church,for amongſt them af, v1 ragyr7©- 
isptos;] the abſence of the Prieſt is neceſſity enough. for a woman to bap- 
tizez for ſo ſayes * Gabriel Philadelphienſis. In the abſence of @ Prieſt, 17 *#t. de | ? 
a Chriſtian Laick may baptize, whether it be man or woman, either may re | "9 
do itz and whether that be not only of danger in the fequel, but «5, nar & 
in it (elf a very diſſolution of all diſcipline , 1 leave it to the Church 9g ber 
of England todetermine as for her own particular,that atleaſt the Sacra- x ai 50e- 4 
ment be left intirely to Clerical diſpenſation according to divine com- *924 47: k 
mandment. | I. | De | 
Onethingl offer toconſideration 3 that fince-the keyes of the King- 14. 
dom of Heaven be moſt notoriouſly and fignally aſed in Baptiſm , in 
which the Kingdom of Heaven the Goſpel, and all its promiſes,is opened 
to all Believers , and though as certainly yet leſs principally ir reconci- 
ling penitents, and adinitting them to the communion of the faithful 3 
it may be of ill conſequence, to let them be uſurped by hands to whom 
they were not conſigned, - Certain it is, S. Peter uſed his Keyes, and 
opened the Kingdom of Heaven firſt, when he ſaid, Repert and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jeſws Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins, 
and ye ſhell receive the gift of the Holy 1; he However as tothe main 
queſtion, we have not only the univerſal Dodtrine of Chriſtendom, but 
alſo expreſs authority and commiſſion in Scripture, ſending out Apoſtles 
and Apoſtolical men, perſons of choice and ſpecial defignation to baptize 
41 Nations, and to entertain them into the ſervices and inſtitution of the 


holy Jeſus. 
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[ Shall inſtance but once more, but it.is in the moſt ſolemn, ſacred and ;., 
divineſt myſtery in our Religion 3 that in whichthe Clergy intheir 
appointed miniſtery do Haxorgrs: prarmever, flexd between God and the 
people, and do fulfil a ſpecial, and iricomprehenfible miniſtery, which #he 
Angels themſelves do look, into with admiration ,: to-which the people if 
they come without fear, cannot come without fin3 'and this of ſo ſacred 
and reſerved my ſteriouſneſ6,that but few .have dared to offer at with vn- 
conſecrated hands :' ſome have. But the Exchariſt is the fulneſs of all the 
myſteriouſneſs of our Religion 5 and the Clergy , when they officiate 
here, are moſt truly in the phraſe of Saint:Pev/, I_—_ myſttriorum _ 
Des, diſpenſers of the greatmyſteriesof the Kingdow.” For: (to uſethe * 
words of Saint Cyprian.) Jeſws Chriſt is our high Prieft; and himſelf become 
our Sacrifice which he finiſhed upon —m_ in 4 real:performance, amd now Ad Czcil. 
in bis office of Mediatorſhip makes interceſſuon for ws by « perpetual exhjbiti- 3 gies Cho. 
on of bimſelf, of his own perſon inn Heaven, which is a continual eltnelly re- fur dominus & 
preſented argument to move God to mercy t0 all that believe ite, and obey the To nn oe 
Holy Jeſw. ; ob ce! 01 423 Sits __ 
cizn Patri ſcipſum primus obtule,IS hoc fieri in ſui commemoration: pracepit 4 wrique ile ſaverdos vice Chriſti vers fungi« 
tr, qui id Chriftus fecit, imitatur : & ſatrifieinem verum T 9 $16 offert in Eccleſia Deo Patri,fs incipat rfferre 
es Por nA ret =o rr nin i j OI 
| C ow - 
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2. Now Chriſt didalto eitablifh a tamber of ſeletperſons,to be Miniſters 
of this great Sacrifice”, finiſhed upon the Croſs3 that they alſo ſhould 
exhibit and repreſerit to God ( inthe manner which their Lord appoint- 
ed them ) this Sacrifice, commemorating #he ation and ſofſering of the 

: great Prieſt 5 and by way of prayers and impetration, offering upthat acis 

brat. 1! on inbebalf of the people, #7; 10 axw Fvoragiguer dranin ac ruegvetes, 
(as Gregory Nazianzen expreles it ) ſending up Sacrifices to be laid up- 
on the Altar in Heaven, that the Church might be truly united unto 
Chriſt their Head, and; {n the way of their fniniſtery, may do what he 
does in Heaven for he exhibits the ſacrifice, that is, 43m ſelf, aQtually 
and preſentially in Heaven: the Prieſt on earth commemorates the ſame, 
and by his prayets reptcſents it to God ih behalf of the whole Cathslick 
Church; preſentially too, by another and more myſterious way of pre- 
ſence 3 but both Chriſt in Heaven, and his Miniſtets on Earth do'aQtuare 
that Sacrifice, and apply it to its pufpoſed deſign by pruying to God in the 
vertue and merit of that Sactifice 3 Chriſt his/eff, in a high and glorious 
manner 3 the H4iniſters of his Prieſthood (asit becomes Minifters) hum- 
bly, ſacramentally, artd according t6 the etergy of humate advocation 
and interceſſion 5 This is the ſum and great myſteriouſneſs of Chriſtia> 
nity, and is now to be proved. _ F CRADLE 
This isexpteſly defcribed in Scripture 5 that paft concerning Chriſt is 
the Dodtrine of $. Pax, whodiſpures largely concerning Chriſt's Prieft= 
hood; affirming #h4t Ghrift # a Prieft for eve? 5 he hath therefore ar uw- 
changeable Prieſthood,becatiſe he comvinuerh for ever; and be liver for ever rs 
wake irterceſſron for #s 3 this he dots 4s Prieſt, arid therefore it mwſt be 
Hcb.7.23, &., by offering a Sacrifice, [ for every high Prieſt is ordained to offer Gifts and 
And 8, ver, 2» Sactrifices | and therefore it is neceſſary he alſo have ſomething to offer, as 
nn ipng as he 15a Prieſt, that is, for ever, tillthe conſummation of all things 5 
Ince therefore he hath nothing new to offer, and ſomething he muſt con- 
tinually offer, it is evident,he offers himſelf asthe medium of advocation, 
and the inſtance and argument of a prevailitg interceſſion; and this he 
calls 4 moreexcelent Miniſflery] and by it, Jeſws is a Miniſter of the $an- 
Guary, and of the true Tabernacle, that is, He, as our high Prieſt officiates 
in Heaven, in the gteat office of a Mediator, inthe nicritand power of 
his Death and Refutretion. Now what Chriſt does alwayes in a proper 
atd moſt glorious manner, the Miniſters of the Goſpel alſo doin theirs : 
commemorating the Sacrifice upon the Croſs,ygiviag thuxks, arid celebra- 
ting a perpetual Euchariſt for it, and by declaring the death of Chriſt, and 
praying to God in the 'vertue of it, for all rhe Menibers of the Church, 
and all perſons capable-5 it is i» geere or4t5o8ir a Sactifice, and an in> 
ſtrumemt of propitiarion, as all holy prayers ate mtheir ſeveral propor- 
vis. TS {i 65 au OF CR 
And this was by a precept of Chriſt 3 Hor ferite, Do thir in remens« 
braxce of me. Now thigprecept is but twice reported of. in the new 
Teſtament, though the inſtitution 'ef the Sactamenr,: be four times. And 
it is done with admirable my{tefy 5 to diſtinftuilh the ſeveral intereſts, 
and operations which concern {tveral ſorts of Chriſtians in their diſtinct 
capacities : 9. Pawl thus repreſents it3 [Take rap==--This dd fm reaenr> 
brence of me ] plainly referring; this precepe-to'all that are 'to eat und 
drink the Symbols: forthey alſo do in their manner exwrciate, declare, 
or repreſent the Lords death till he come.. And Saint Pay! proſeeutes 
it with inſtructions. particular to .the xomwy3rrer to thew that do com- 
municate , as appears in the ſucceeding eautions againſt awworrhy 
| manducation. 
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wardacation;. and: for due preparation to its reception, But S: Lukere- 
ports it plainly to another purpoſe, [.a»d he took-bread, anil gave thanks, 
and brake it, and gave it unto them, ſaying : This is my body which is gives 
for you Hoc facjte, This] do in remembrance of we : [| This] catmot but 
relate to accepit,gratios egit, fregit, diftribuit : Hoc facite. Here was no 
manducation exprefſed, and therefore Hoe facite concerns the Apoſtles 
in the capacity of Miniſters not as receivers , but as Conſecrators and 
givers; and if the mſtitution had been repreſented in one ſcheme with- 
out this myſterious diſtinQion, and provideat ſeparation of imploymentr, 
we had beeneternally in a cloud, and have: needed a new light to guide 
us3 but now the Spirit of God hath done itin the very firſt fountains of 

And this being the great myſtery of Chriſtianity, and the only rema- 
nent Expreſs of Chriſt's Sacrifice on earth, -it is moſt conſonant to the 
Analogy of the myſtery, that this commeinorative Sacrifice be preſented 
by- perſons as ſeparate, and diſtinC in their miniſtery, as the Sacrificeit 
ſelf is from and 4bove the, other parts, of our Religion. 


Thusalſo the Church of God hath for ever underſtood it without any 


varicty of ſence or doubtfulneſs of diſtinguiſhing opinions.It was the great 
excellency and ſecret myſtery of the Religion,to conſecrate and offer the 
holy Symbols. and Sacraments :- I ſhall tranſcribe a paſſage out of Fuſtir 
. Afertyr giving the account of it to Antovwinns Pime inhis Oration'to him 5 
and it will ſerve in ſtead of many 3 for. it tells the Religion of the Chri- 
ſtians in this myſtery ; and-gives a full account of all the Ceremony. 
Favozpyua war mea wepofiperou TE Tere ar aff adsrqoy aprO 
Torhetor WarO- 2 xexrar@,&c. * Whenthe prayers are done, then 1s 
« brought to the Preſident of the- Brethren ['the Prieſt] the Bread, and 
< the Chalice of Wine mingled with Water; which being received, he 
< oives praiſe and glory to the Father of all things, and preſentsthem in 
< the name: of the Son and the Holy Spirit, and largely gives thanks, that 
© he hath been pleaſed to give us theſe gifts : and when he hath finiſh- 
<« ed the prayersand thank(giving, all the people that is preſent, with a 
& joyful acclamation, ſay Awer. Which when it is done by the Preſi- 
< dents and people,thoſe which amongſt us are called Deacons and Mini- 
< ſters,diſtribute to every one that is preſent, that they may partake of 
<« him, in whotn the thanks were preſented, the Euchariſt, Bread, Wine, 
&« and Water; and may bearit.to the abfent. Moreover thisnouriſhment 
« js by us called the Euchariſt, which it is lawful for none to partake, 
<« but to him who believes our Dodrine true, andis waſhed in the Laver 
<« for the remiſſion of fins,and regeneration,and that lives ſo as Chriſt de- 
< livered.For we do not take it as common bread and commondrink 3 but 
« agby the Word of God Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour of the world was made 
<« fleſh, ahd for our ſalvation ſake, had fleſh and blood: after the ſame 
« manner alſo we are taught that this nouriſhment,ia which by theprayers 
. £6 of his word, which is from him the food in which thanks are given, or 
«the conſecrated food, by which. our fleſh and blood by mutation or 
< change arenouriſhed, isthe fleſhand blood of the incarnate Jeſus. For 
< the Apoſtles in their Commentaries which they wrote,which are called 
« the Goſpels, ſo delivered, as Jeſus commanded. For when he had 
<« oiven thanks and taken'Bread, he ſaid, Do this in remembrance of me 3 
cc This is my body 3 And likewiſe taking the Chalice, and havinggiven 
« thanks,he ſaid, [ This is my blood, ] and that he gaveit to them alone. 
This one Teſtimony I reckon dat i : who pleaſe to ſee more,may 
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-2)E3f.aa Oblervethe tradition fujl, reftified-and intire, in (a) Ignatiz2;(b)Clemeny 
Trillian. Romarws, or whoever: wrote the Apoſtolical, Conſtitutions mn his name, 
1b1-531 (o) Tertulian, (H)S:Cyprian; (+8. Atbanaſtas; (£ )Epiphanize, (g) 8.Befil 
(©) De. pre- (b)S. Chryſoſtom(almolt every where,) (5)S. Hierom, (k)S-Huguitines 
ſcript. and indeed-we cannot look mr vammintoany of theold Writers: The ſum 
(9141:F? 2: of whoſe Dofrine in this particular, I ſhall repreſentin the words of the 
Ep. 15. moſt ancient of them, S. 7gnatiar; ſaying; that be '3s worſe than: are Infidel 
* _ that offers to officiate about the holy Altar,unleſf he bes Biſhop or #Prieit. _ 
tionem reddit eumcalice ſacro utinon phraſe.” q ) Heriſ. 79: (8) Lib.2. de bapt. e, 9. () Lid.3, & G.deſacerd. Homil.51. 
& 83. in Math (5 How. 6. al pop. Antioch, (1) Comr, Tuofee, £5 Ep. 1. ad Helider, I 85, ad Eppgrizem bf pd Hedito, 
150. 9. 2+ UE) Lib, 20,66,09, ©, $0, 1 [T3V. 24; | S00Þ 113871 20D 10317572 2d3 yon 3: 5; 
74 And certainly , he could upon no pretence have challenged the Ap- 
peltative of Chrz#5en,. who had Yared either himfelf to invadethe holy 

Rites within the Chancels; or had-denyed'the power of celebrating this 

dreadful myſtery to belong onlytoſacerdotal miniſtration. For either it 

is ſaidto be but common Brea and Wine, 'andthen, if that were true; 

indeed any body may minifter'it 5(but ther they that ſay ſd;''are b/aſphe+ 

m:0w5,they count the blood of the Liord +0 ata riFiabins, (as 8.' Paul calls 

Heb.10.20, It, in imitation of the words of inſtitution) | 3he'Blood of the Covenant, or 
New Teitament,” a prophane ov common thing: they diſcern' not the Lord's 

body's they know not that #h+e" Bread that is'brokem 3s the: communication 

of ChriSt's body + But if it be'# holy; - ſeparate;'ordivine and i myſterious 

thing, who canmake it ( miniſterfally; T meanY-and conſecrate or ſfub- 

hme it from common and ordinery Bread, butia'confecrate;ſeparate, and 

ſublinied perſon? It'is to be done either by a natural power, or by a-ſu- 
pernatural.” A natiiral cannotthallow a C—_— to God-5 and they 

only have a ſupernatursl,who have deriveditfrom God; mordertothis 
miniſtration 3 who can ſhew that they are takenup into'the lot of that 
Dezeconſhip, which is the type and EIS of that excellent mjni- 

ſtery of the true Tabernacle where Jeſus himfelf doesthe ſame: thing , in 2 
higher and moreexcelflent manner. 9v1%.01 Bytes nod ited 2, 
8. This is the great- Secret of the Kingdom , to-which in the Primitive 
Church, many who yet had greek up their names to Chriſt.by deſignati- 

on, orfolemnity were not admitted, ſo much asto the participation as 

the Catechumer,'the Audientes, the Penitentes, 'Neophyter,,and Children : 

and the miniftery of it was not only reſervedfor facred perivas, but alſo 
performed with ſomach myſterious ſecrecy; that many were not permit- 

ted ſo much as to ſee. This 15 that Rite, in which the Prieſt intercedes for, 

and bleſſes the people; offering in'their behalf; 'not only their prayers, 

but applying theSaerifice of Chriſtto theirprayers;and repreſenting them 

with glorious advantages, and titles of acceptation, which becauſe it was 

ſo excellent, celeſtial, facred, myſtical and fapernatural,it raiſed up the 

perſons too; that the winiiFerial PrieFhood in the Church;might,accord- 

ng to the nature of all great imploymeats,' paſs an excellency and a: va- 

lue upon the Miniſters. $2001 4 TEOTTE 7: Wear nk o 

9 And therefore according to the natural Reaſon of Religion , and 
the devotion of all' the world; the Chriſtians, becauſe they had the 

greateſt reaſon ſo to do, did honour their Clergy with the greateſt ve- 

Yer. 2 6, Neration and eſteem. Tt is without a Metaplior, regele Sacerdotines, 2 
+7 royal Prieſthood, {> S. Peter 5 which although it be ſpoken in general 
of the Chriſtian Church, and, in an'improper large ſence, is verified of 

the people; yet it is ſo to be expounded, as that parallel place of the 

£x94. 19. 3 Books of Moſer, from whence the expreflion is borrowed, - Te ball ” 4 
=, Kingdont 
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Kingdom of Prieſts, and an holy Nation; which plainly by the ſence and : 


Analogy of the Moſaick Law , ſignifies a Nation bleſſed: by God with 
Rites and Ceremonies of a ſeparate Religion 3 a Kizgdom,in which Prieſts 
are appointed by God, 4 Kingdom, in which nothing is more honourable 
than the Prieſthood 3 for it is certain, the Nation was famous in all the 
world,. for an honourable Prieſthood and yer the people were not 
Prieſts in any ſence,but of a violent Metaphor. And therefore the Chri- 
ſtian Miniſtery having greater priviledges, and being honoured with at- 
treftation of the body and blood of Chriſt , and offices ſerving to better 
Covenant, may with greater argument be accounted excellent, honoura- 


" 
—— 


ble and _ 3 and all the Church be called 2rogal Prieſtbood, the deno- - 


mination being given to the whole, from the moſt excellent part; be- 
cauſe they altogether make one body under Chriſt the head, the medium 
of the union being the Prieſts, the colleQors of the Church, and inſtru- 
ment of adunation 5 and reddendo ſingulas ſingulis , dividing to each his 
portion of the expreſſion; the people is @ peculiar people, the Clergy 4 
holy Prieſthood and all 1n conjunction , and for ſeveral excellencies e 
choſex Nation - (0 that Baoiaay iepatwun is the ſame with Baoinics iepe- 
Teua,the Priefthood of the Kingdom,that.is,the miniſtery of the Goſpel - for 
1n the new Teſtament, the Kingdom) ſignifies the Goſpel: and Baoina©- 
1s the ſame with wayyrancs Kingly, is of, or belonging to the Goſpel : for 
therefore it is obſervable, it 1s not Baomuxoy but Baoiacoy igparepa, not 


well rendered by the vulgar Latine regale ſacerdotinm; as if Kingly were 


the Appellative or Epithete of this Prieſthood 3 it is regiuze,- a Prieſt- 
hood appertaining to the Kingdom of the Goſpel 3 and the Prieſt being 
enumerated diſtintly from the people,the Prieſts of the Kizgdom, and the 
people of the Kingdom, are all boly and. choſen but in their ſeveral man- 
ner : the Prieſts of the Kingdom, zhoſe, the people of the Kingdom, 
theſe; to bring or delign a ſpiritual Sacrifice, #he _ to offer it 3 or 
all together to ſacrifice 3 the Prieſt by his proper Miaiſtery, the people 
by their aſſent, conjundion and aſfiſtance, choſen to ſerve God, not on- 
ly in their own forms, but under the miniſtration of OO Prieſt- 
hood. | | a 
And in all the deſcent of Chriſtian Religion it was indeed honourable, 
5 pÞ itegourn TeAaTA: bn Ths yas, TaAEw 5 eavenricr ty a THEY pAT9Y, Taith 
Saint Chryſoſtom, the Chriſtian Prieſthood does its miniſtery and is perfeFed 
on earth, but hath the beauty, order, and excellency of the heavenly.hoſts - 
ſo that I ſhall not need to take notice of the Lemine avree which Poly- 
, crates reports S. John to have worn: in. token of his royal.Priefihood, 4 
Ipreath of Gold; ( lo alſo did Saint James Biſhop of ,Jeruſalene, as Saint 
Hierom and Epiphanizs report ) nor.the exemption of the Clergy.from- 
Tribute , their authority. with the people, their great 'donatives and 
titles of ſecular advantage, theſe were accidental to the Miniſtewy 
and relyed upon the favour of Princes, and devotion - of the people.z 
and if they had been more, yet are leſs: than the; honours God had 
beſtowed upon it; for certainly, there is not a greater degree of pow- 
er in the 'world , than #9 remit and retain ſins, and to conſecrate the S4- 
cramental Symbols into the myſteriouſneſs of Chriſt's body and blood 5 
nor a greater. honour, than that God in Heaven ſhould ratifie what the 
Prieſt does on earth 3 and ſhould admit him. to handle the Sacrifice of 
the world, and to preſent the ſame which in Heavenis preſented by the 
eternal Jeſus. band” 1 FI v. | 
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So Gregory NaZianzen deſcribes the honour and myſteriouſneſs of the 

Prieſt's power : They miniſter the ſpiritual and nnbloody ſacrifice, they are 

honourable Guardians of ſouls, they beer the work of God in their hands. 

And S. Hierom ſpeaking of theſe words of S. Panl, I am ordained a Prea- 

cher and an Apoſtle : Quod Paulus ait,[ Apoftolas Feſu Chriſti) tale mihi vi- 

detur quaſi dixiſſet, Prefe@#s _y Avugaſti Ceſaris, Magiſfter exercitus 

Tiberii Imperatoris. Anda little after , Grandem inter Chriſftianosſibs 

vindicans dignitatem, Apoſtolorum ſe Chriſti titulo prenotavit, ut ex ipſa 

leFuros nominis authoritate deterreret , indicans omnes qui Chriſto crede- 

rent, debere eſſe frbi ſubjea@Fos. And therefore S. Chr ſoſtome layes, it is the 

trick of Hereticks,not togive to Biſhops titles of their eminency and ho- 

nour, which God hath vouchſafed them : Vt Diabolas, ita etiar quilibes 

facit heretics vehementiſſimae in bempore per rſecationis, loquens cum Pon- 

tifice, nec enum vocat Pomtificem, nec Archiepiſcopum, nec Religioſiſſumum,nec 
ſanFum.ſed quid £ Reverentia tne &c. nomina illi adducit communia, 

ejws negans authoritatem : Diabolus hoc twnc, ” in Deo: It is xabaprich 

Tatiand Siaxgrrixh, A ſeparating and purifying order of men, ſo Diony- 

ſiws callsit : but Nezianzer ſpeaks greater and more glorious words yer, 

and yet what is no more than a ſober truth : for he calls the Prieſt 70; 

per ay ytAwv noon, X per apyayiroy d\ aZaQorr A, X £3: To %yw Suoin- 

Tetov avaniuayta Tas Fuoias ) Xeto's ouieplugarta, x; To ploy uTay, 

Geoy 200pÞor, 3 Feomomoarra* He ſtands with Angels, and is magnified with 

Archangels ; he ſends Sacrifices to a celeſtial Altar, and is conſecrated in the 

Prieſthood of Chriſt, adivine perſon, and «n inſtrument of making others ſo 

x Tim:$.17- #00. I ſhall add no more as to this particular. ' The expreſs precepts of 
He1317- Godin Scriptureare written ingreat charaQters, there 1s a double honour 
x Thel. 5.12. to begiven tothe Ecclefiaſtical Rulers. Ralers that alſo labour in the 
Gal 6.1. ord and doFrineF There is obedience due to them, obedience in aÞ 
things, and eſtim , and love, vip &n Teetors, very abundantly 3 efteent 

art, ſuch very highly for their works ſake; a communicating #0 them in all 

« / rug good things 3 and their offices are deſcribed to be great, ſeparate, buſie, 
27% a5, Eminent and profitable, they are Rulers, Preſidents , ſet over ws it: the 
a»ips m1d- Lord, taking care for ww, labouring in dodrine, ſpiritual perſons, reſtorers 
Ee ilienns of thews that were overtaken in 4 fault, curates of ſouls, Fw 4s muſs give 
cenpirles ar account for them, the ſalt, the light of the world, fhepheards5 and much 
e nawy more, ifying work, and rule, and care, honour. But next to the 
arr. Words of Scripture, there catino more be faid concerning the honour of 
the Sacred Order of the Clergy, than is ſaid by Saint Chryſoflomee in his 

noks De /acerdotio, and Saint Ambroſe, De dignitate ſacerdotali 5 and 

ao greater thing can be ſuppoſed communicated to men than to be the 

Mizifterr of God, in the great conveyances of grace, and inſiruments 

Olncorojues God in the pardon of fins, in the conſecration of Chriſt's Body and 
EG, ihr ood, in the guidance and condad of ſouls: And this was the ftile of 
33s pazr, the Church, calling Biſhops and Priefts according to their reſpettive ca- 
Pe eray- PACITY » Stewards of the grace of God, leaders of the blind, « light of 
ner, them that fit in darkneſs, infirutors of the ignoram , teachers of babes, 

* ſtars in the world, amongſt whom ye ſhine as lights in the world, and that 
1s Scripture too3 flers in Chrift's right hand, lights ſet upon the Can- 
dleſticks: And now ſuppoſing theſe premiſles, if Chriſtendome had not 

| paid 
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paid proportionable efteeth | tothetn ; they had neither known how to 

value Religion,or the I Chriſtianity. But that all Chriſtendom Cas. 14. 
everdid pay the greateſt reverence to the Clergy and Religious venera- a 
tion,is a certain argument that in Chriſtian Religion the diftintion of & icc,o/7s 4x} 
the Clergy from the Laity, is ſuppoſed as aprecogritam,a principle of the 77, 4c 
inſtitution. Lend chis with the words of the ſeventh General Council : Ie 3,277 
5s manifeſt to all the world, that in the Priefthood, there is order and diftin- Tv ms Ts 
Gon, and to obſerve the Ordinations and Ele@Fions of the Priefthood with i vs 
ftriFneſs and ſeverity, is well pleaſing to God. | | 


t5Iy vdptoay. 


OW 


Eccleſ. Hie- 


rarch, 


Diowyſ. ibid; 


And this is divinely taught us by the example of the high Prieſt him- 2, 
ſelf: who,: becauſe he derived all power from his Father; aadall-his 
graciouſne and favour, .in the Office of Prieſt and: Meditor., was allo 
perſonally choſen and ſent; and took-not the boyowr but as it deſcended 
on hitn-fron' God, that the/borozr and the poiver, the: ability, arid-the 
mminiſtery, might derive Rom the ſame fGuntaiti.;/:Chriſt did worgloris 55: 
fie himſelf to become high Prieſt. Honour nay be deferved by out felves, -: - - > - 
but alwayes comes from others: and becauſe no greater honour than to be 
ordained for mnen in things pertaining to: God; every man muſt ſay as 


_—_ 
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our bleſied High Prieſt ſaid of himſelf : If 7 honour wy ſelf, my honour is 
nothing c it is God that honoureth me: For Chriſt being the Fountain of 
Evangelical Miniſtery, is the meaſure of our diſpenfations, and the Rule 
of Ecclefiaſtical Oeconomy : and therefore we muſt not arrogate any 
power from our ſelves,or from aleſs authority than our Lord and Maſter 
did: and this is true and neceflary in the Goſpel,rather than.in any Mi- 
niſtery or Prieſthood that ever was, becauſe of the collation of ſo many 
excellent and ſypernatural abilities which derive from Chriſt upon his 
Miniſters, in hw, tothe work of the Goſpel. | 
And the Apoſtles underſtood their duty in this particular , as in all 
things elſe 3 for when they had received all this power from above, they 
were careful to confign the truth, thatalthough it be arpwrivy rats, it 1s 
SE wacts, 4 divine gracein a humane miniſtery, and that although ao 
<y0pwrer xabiqparai yet vx 6auvTY Tis Thy TINY AzpuCayn, that is, He that js 
andatobd by men,yet receives bis power from God 3 not at all by himſelf ; and 
from no man as from the fountain of his power : And this, I ſay, the Apo- 
ſtles were careful to conſign in the firſt inſtance of Ordination in the caſe 
of Matthias, Thou Lord, ſhew which of theſe two,” thou haſt choſen 5 God 
was the Elector, and they the Miniſters 3 and:this being atthe firſt be- 
oinning of Chriſtianity, in the very. firſt. deſignation of an Eccleſiaſtical 
perſon, was of ſufficient influence into the Religion. for ever after; and 
taughtus to derive allclerical power from God:z and therefore by ſuch 
means and Miniſteries which himſelf hath appointed,bur innq hand tobe. 
invaded, or ſurprized in the entrance, or polluted-in the execution. . 
PY This deſcended in the ſucceſſion of the Churches Dodrine. for ever. 
Receive the Holy Ghoſi, faid Chriſt to his Apoſtles, when he enabled then 
chryſof. lib. 3, With Prieſily power 3 and S. Paul to the Biſhops of- Aſa ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt 
de ſacerdet. hath made yon. Biſhops or Overſeers; becauſe no mortal man, no Angel, or 
nax;Iyer Archangel, nor any other ereated power, but the Holy Ghoſt alone hath conſti- 
am non Ange- tuted this Order, laith .S. Chryſoſtome. | And this very thing, beſides the 
i", nondrcven- matter of fat, and the.plain donation of the power by our bleſſed Sa- 
Juevic craats Viour, .is intimated by:the words: of Chriſt other-where 3 Pray: ye there- 
potentia, s 'p- forethe Lord of the Vineyard, that he will ſend Labonrers into hit Harveſt. 
(Seen 5. Now his miſſion is notonly a deſigning of the perſons, but enabling them 
modj TOofon with power 3 becauſe he never commands a work, but he gives abilities 
to its performance: and therefore ſtill in every deſignation of the per- 
ſon,by whatſoever miniſtery it be done, either that miniſtery is by God 
conſtituted to be the ordinary means of conveying the abilities, 'or elſe 
God himſelf miniſters the grace immediately. It muſt of neceſlity come 
from him ſome way or other. - ©: lo 5! <9 5 Uh c1 


Paoa Poor zyalny ray Srwpnua TH\Gor 


James 1.17. Saint Faxes hath adopted it into the Family 'of Evangelical truths ; 
Tz» $opnue TiAecy, and therefore nay Swpyua TrAnwrior, Every perfel# 
£ifi,and therefore every perfe@ing gift, which inthe ſtile of the Church is 

the gift of Ordination, 1s from above, the gilts of perfeting the perſons of 

the Hierarchy,and miniſtery Evangelical 5 which thing is further intima- 
ted by Saint Paul. Now he which ftabliſbeth ws with you | uc Rewor)] in or- 
der to Chrift [ and Chriſtian Religion | 55 (God, and that his meaning 
be underſtood concerning the BeCaiwoy Argon of eſtabliſhing him 


I 
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inthe miniſtery, he-adds.9/-44aHca; vedry (50; and bemibich anointeth aw 4; Veil. 22. 
God, and'\hath ſealed wyiwith an earueiÞof bis Spirit {anion} and configs - | 
wationTJaud (eftabliſpinty bythe: boly $piris:} the very ſtile of the: Charch © ©! 
for Ordination es rr ogy 408% 60s, It was ſaid of Chriſt, Hin Jotin Js __ 
hath the Father ſealed; that is, ordained birn;thePricft and Prophevof the 7 
world;and this he plataliy ſpoke as thoir 4po#/r and rr ano _— 'Oun 377 xvers 
Not as Lords over your fuith;. but fevm+workertz he fpake of bimſeltiand ow HOW...» 
Timothy;concerning whoſe Mini inordeirto:them; he now givesac+ i nyt 
count : X eaves o Utes —_ 4 5 9505) God avojprethe Priditand #9 Tc 
God cozſigns him with the oly Ghoſt; that is the principale queſitunr, 
that is the main queſtion. -— | 

And therefore the Author of the Books of Ecclefiaſtical Hierarchy, 5. 
giving the rationale of the Rites of Ordination , ſayes that the Prieſt is | - 
made ſo 9 avzppnoiy by way of proclaiming and publication of the perſon, bag 4: noms 
lignifying , That the holy man that conſerrates, is but the proelaimer of the penis 
divine eleFior, but not by any humane power or proper grace does he *2 *%0ex- 
give the perſett gift iand: conſecrate-ahe perſonc'o And: * Natsantep, Gard ile 
{peaking/of the ritegof Otdination hath this expreſſion, with whicl the xe ws : 
Divine. grace #- procititzed; ( And )Billias renders it ll by ſuperinovca- 79056700, 
tur.) .Hemakesthepower of conſecration to bedectargtive 3 which:in- 25 ThAvla 
deed is .alefler expreſſion of a fuller. power, but it fignifies as much as 5; _ 
the whole comes to: fer it tnaſt mean, God does trabfmitthe grace at] 1» us heart 
or {53] or [z#;] the exteriour migiſtery,and the Miniſter is {a aparroge Nov 5 xrdv- | 
x6: 8 declarer] not by the ward of hivmouth; diftindt from the work of 75,75, 
his hand: But by the /4#iniiZery,: beideclares ther work of /God,-then wnulmripas 
wropght'ia the perſon-ſuſciptent, : And tbus in-abſalution the Prie: — 
clares, the aft of Godpardoning,. not:that he i8'a:Preacher only of the 7ipas at; 5 
pardon upon certain conditions, but that he 1snot #he principal agent 3- but Sits dee 
by his #»iniftery-decleres and miniſters ths effeft.aud-wark of God. | And enpnuCe.). 
this interpretation. : is clear- in the inſtance of the blefied Sacrament, 
where not.only the. Prieſt but the people do agteyyiacr declare! the 
Lords death, wot by a Homily, bug by. vertye of the myſtery whick they 
participate. in thegaſtance of this preſentqueſtiga, the c rator 
does __ power to: deſcend fram God upon! the perion:to: be or- 
daine © / pj {1 pv $533 + 4 6.1 iegta 2d 77 ' CHILE VET ITE 250 
| But thus the whole:aftion being hut-a miniſtery,isn declaration of the 6. 
effec and' grace of Gods voxchſafing 561d becauſe, God does it not imme- 
. diately, andalſo becayle ſuch effects ar inviſible and ſeeret operations, 
God appointing an external rite and:miniſtery,: does it, that theiprivate 
working of the Spirit.may beconie as perceived as it: can be, that ts, that 
it may by ſuch rites be deelared.to all the world what Gad is doing, and 
that man; cannot do it: of himſelf; :and belides the reaſonableneſs of the 
thing, the'very words inthe preſent allegation doto this very Terice ex- 
poundthemſelves; for; exparrogutec iy, and ox wig x2e71, arethe fame 
thing, and expreflive of eachother; the conſerrator decleres; thatis, be 
. doth not do it by callatigiiof bis pwngraceor power, but the'grace of 
God anil powet framabove. 1 GG 29 nnd 945.0 
And' this Dodtrineweread alſo in: S. Cyprier towards the end of his 
' Epiſtle to Corvelian.s ut, Dominas: qui Sacerdotes ſibi:in Eccleſia ſue elige- ih. 45. 
re &- conſftitntre dignatur, eleFos quoque &+ conſtitatos | ſua volunt ate at- 
que opitxlatione tueatar 7 It is a good prayer of Ordination , { that the 
Los who. vouchſafes: to: chuſe and:conlecrate Prieſts in his Church, 
would alſo;be pleaſed by his aid and grace to defend them a on 

at 
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| hath ſo choſen and appointed] Homo Wmanum inponit, & Dew lergitur 


Dedignit. S- gratiamt : Sacerdos imponit ſupplitens dextran, Dews benedicit potenti dex- 


comment. 11 I, 


tra,faith Saint Ambroſe, Man impoſes his hand but God give the grace: the 


Tom.c.25 is - Biſhop lays on his hand of prayer,and God bleſſes with his hand of power: 


The effe of this diſcourſe is plainz the grace and power that enables 
men to minifter in the myſteries of the Goſpel' is ſo wholly from God, 
that whoſoever aſſumes it without Gods warrant, and beſides his way, 
miniſters with a vain, facrilegious, and ineffeFive hand, ſave only that 
he diſturbs the appointed order, and does himſelf a miſchicf. | 


—_ -* 


S E C T, VII. 


Y this ordination:the perſons ordamed are-made Miniſters of the 

Goſpel, Stewards of all its myſteries, the Light, the Salt of the 
earth, the Shepherd of the flock, Curates of ſouls; theſe are their of- 
fices, or their appellatives (which you pleaſe: ) for the Clerical ordina- 
tion is no'other but a ſan@ification of the perion 3# both ſences; that is; 
I. A ſeparation of him to do cettain' myſterious aCtions of religion : 
which is that ſanfification by which Jereavp,and be ons the Baptiſt were 
ſanfified from their mothers wombs. 2. It: is alſo a ſanification of 


- theperſonby the increaſing or giving reſpeQtively to the capacity of the 


Job 42. 8, 


 fuſcipient, ſuch gracesas makethe perſon meet to ſpeak to God, topray 
for the people, to handle the'myſteries, and to have influence upon the 
cure. | 65+ hy - | 
The firſt ſanRification of a deſignation of the perſon 3 which muft of 
neceflity be ſome way or other by God : becauſe itis a nearer approach 
to him,a miniſtery of his graces,” which without his appointment, a man 
aft not, cannot any more do,- than a meſſenger can carry pardon to a 
condemned perſon, which his Pritice never ſent. But this ſeparation of 
the perſon , is not only a naming of the man, ( for ſo far the ſeparation 
of the perſon may be previousto the ordioation : for ſoit was in the or- 
dinations of A1atthizs, and the ſeven Deacons; The Apoſtles i510oa» 5's 
they appointed two , before God choſe by lot 3 'and'the whole Church 
choſe the ſeven Deacons before the Apoſtles impoſed hands 3) but the 
ſeparation; or this firſt ſanCtification of the perſon, is a giving him a 
power to do ſuch offices, which God hath appointed to be done to 
him and for the people, which we may clearly fee and underſtand-in the 
inſtance of Job and his friends : For when God would be intreated in 
behalf of -E/;phez and his companions, he gave order that Job ſhould 
make the addreſs; Go to my ſervent, he ſhall pray for you, and himwill 1 
accept; this ſeparation of a perſon for the offices of advocation, . is the 
ſame thing which I mean by thi. firſt ſanT@ification; God did it, and 
gave him a power and authority 'to go to him, and put 'him into 
a place of truſt and favour about him, and made him a. Miniſter 
of the Sacrifice , which is a power and eminency above the perſons for 


. whom he was to ſacrifice; and a power or grace from God to be innear- 


neſsto him. This I ſuppoſe to be the great argument for the neceflity 
of ſeparating a certain order of men for Eccleſiaſtical miniſteries : And 
it relies upon theſe propofitions, 1. All power of ordination _ 

rom 
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from God, and he it is who ſandtifies and ſeparates the perſon. 2. The 
Prieſt by Gods ſeparate to be the _ perfon. to ſtand between 
him and the people. 3. He ſpeaks the word of God, and returns the 
prayers and duty of the- people, and conveys the bleſſings of God, by his 
prayer, aad by his miniſtery. So that although every Chriſtian auſt 
pray and may be heard, yet there is a ſoletna perſon appointed tb pray 
n publick-: and though Gods Spirit is given to all that ask ir, atid the 
promiſes of the Goſpel are verified toall that obey the Goſpelof Jeſus, 
yet God hath appointed Sacraments and Solemnities, by which the 
promiſes and bleffings are miniſtred more ſolemnly , and to greatet 
effetts. All the ordinary devotions the people may do alone 3 _— 
ritual and peblick , the appointed Miniſter only muſt do. ' And if any 
mar ſhall ſay, becauſe the Prieſt's miniſtery is by prayer, every man can 
do it, and ſo, no need of him; by the ſame reaſon he may ſay alſo that 
the Sacraments are unneceflary , becauſe the ſame effe& which they 
produce, is alſo in ſome degree the reward of a private piety and de- 


votion. But the particulars are to be further proved and explicated as . 


they need. | 

Now what for illuftration of this Article I have brouglit from the in- 
ſtance of Fob, 1s true in the Miniſters of the Goſpel, with the ſuperaddi- 
tion of many degrees of eminency. Burt (till i» the ſame kind, for the 
power God hath given is indeed wyftical; bur it is not like a power 
operating by way of natural or proper operation 3 it isnot vir but faca}- 
245, tiot an inherent quality that iſſues out ations by way of direct etna- 
nation, like natural or Ins habits, but it is a grace or ſavour done 
to the perſon, and a qualification of hitn 3» pexere politico, he receives a 
politick,publick,and ſolemn capacity,to intervene between God-and the 
people 3 and although it weregranted that the people could do the exter- 
hal work, or the ation of Church miniſteries, yet they are ations to 
nopurpolez they want the life and all the excellency, uoleſsthey bedone 
by ſuch perſons whom God hath called to it, and by ſome means of 
his own hath exprefled his purpoſe tb accept them in ſuch miniſtrati- 


Ons. x : 

And this explication will eafily be verified in all the particulars of the 
Prieſts Power, becauſe all the miniſteriesof the Goſpel are in genere ora- 
tions ( unleſs we except vr. it which God ſpeaks by his ſervants 
eo the people) the Miniſter by his'officels an Dierceſſor with God, and 
the wotd uſed in Scripture for the Prieſts ofic5atimg fignifies his prayitig 
[aerrupyertoy fon" they were miniflting or doing their Liturgy; the 
work of their fupplicationus and i lon3 and therefore the Apoſtles 
poſitively included all cheir whole tibiſtery id theſe two': [but we will 
tive our ſolves to the word of God, and 10 prayer 3 the prayer of conſe- 


cration,the prayet of abſ6lution.the prayer of impoſition of hands : they - 


hadnothivng elle to — a#d preach And fot this teafort it wis,that 
the Apoſtles -iti a ſence neareſt ts theletrer,did verifie the precept of qur 
Bleſſed Saviour 5 Pray contimeady, that is; in all the offices, atts, parts#and 
miniſteriesof a daily Livourgy.” NEVAINT DIG"  '; api debian > + 
-. Thizisa6t ro letſenthepowety bye tounderſtand it : for the Prieſts 
migiſtery is ceftaimly the laſtrument of eoriveying all the bleſſings of the 
people, which are amiexet rothe ordinary adminiſtration of the Spiri. 


But when all the office of Chriſts Prieſttivodin Heaven's called ixtererſ 
fon for w, and himſelf makes the ſacrifiee of the Croſs , effeftiialto the 
ſalvation and-graces of his Church, by his prayer, fince we ate Miniſtets 


of 


——— 
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of thelame Prieſthood, canthere be a greater glory than to'have our 
miniſtery like tothat of Jeſus? not operating by vertue of a certainnum- 
ber of ſyllables, but by a holy, ſolemn,determined and religious prayer, 
in the | vemmane manners and inſtances of interceſfion : according to the 
analogy of all the religions in the world, whoſe moſt ſolemn myſtery, was 
their. moſt ſolemn prayer: I meanit inthe matter of ſacrificing 3 which 
alſo is true in the moſt myſterious ſolemnity of Chriſtianity in the holy 
cone E Sacrament of the Lords Supper, which is hallowed and lifted up from the 
5 dr @&- +4- common bread and wine by myſtical prayers and ſolemn invocations of 
| 624 o #7. God. And thereforeS. Dionyſiws calls the forms of Conſecration meaeq-r- 
ts mdpa- x&s Finxanoas, prayers of Conſecration, and S. Cyril in his third myſtago- 
76, $nd;- pique Catechiſm Ges the lame. The Enchariſtical bread | after the invo- 
Ine Kew cation of the holy Ghoſt 7 is not any longer common bread, but the body of 

Nears Chriſt. | .o! 
6, Le although it be neceſſary that the words which in: the Latin 
Church have been for a long time called the words of Conſecration 
C which indeed are more properly the words of Inſtitution ) ſhould be 
repeated in every conſecration, becauſe the whole ation is nor complea- 
ted according to Chriſts pattern, .nor the death of Chriſt ſo ſolemnly 
enunciated without them, yet'even thoſe 'wards allo are part of a my+ 
tm poſe ſtical prayer 3 and therefore as they. are not only. intended there cs ide 
hong. ' dt norw:, by way of hiſtory or narration (as Cabaſel. miſtakes 3.) lo alſo 
in the moſt ancient Liturgies, they were not-only read Simynuarnxuys, or 
as a meer narrative, butalſo with the form of an addreſs, or invocation : 
Fiat hic panis corp Chriſti, & fiat hoc vinum ſanguis Chriſti, Let this 
bread be made the body of Chriſt, &-c. Soit'is.in S. Femes his Liturgy, 
S.Clements,S.Marks,and the Greek DoQors;And in the very recitation of 
the words of inſtitution,the people ever uſed ta anſwer{ Amen]Jwhich in- 
timates it to have been a conſecration z# gerere:oretionis,called by S.Pasl 


benediFion, or the bread of bleſſing, and therefore S. 4»ſi#x expound- 

4 ing thoſe words of S. Paxl [| Let prayers and ſupplications and interceſ> 
P24" fons and giving of thanks be made] ſaith, Eligo inbis verbis hoc imtel/igere, 
quod ommnis vel pee ommis frequentat eccleſia, ut [[precationes] accipiamus 

dias quas fecimus in celebratione ſacramentorum antequam illud quod eft 

in Donini mend accipiat benedici: |_ orationes |; cur benedjcitar, & ad 
diftribuendum comminuitur —_ totam orationem pene omnis eccleſis Do- 


minici oratione concludit. The words and form of conſecration he calls 

by the name of [ orationes] ſupplicarions 3 the prayers before the conſe- 
cration-{ preces], and all the wholeaQion { oratio:+ | and this is accord- 

ing to the ſtile and praQice,and ſence of the whole Churchor very near 

the whole. AndS. Bafi/ſaith, thatthere is mort neceſlary to-conſecra- 

| tion than: the words recited. by the Apoſtles and by 

* Cap. 29. de Sp. 8. the Evangeliſts. * © The'words of Invocation in the 
Te + Smuxinies fines i 73616. © ſhewing the bread of the Eachariſt, and the cup of 
Boe th Hf tw 1:2 wants. bleſſing, Who of all the Saints have left tous >: For 
Ty; 5 20 TvT05, aqx4puSu, av 6 Ars Gwe are not:content with thoſe which the Apoſtle 
earns op hp my ings <« and the Evangeliſts mention!: » but before and after, 
pezdany Horne age 74 wie: #, © we fay other: words having; great power towards 
$9007- £31 I ,_ *the myſtery,&x Tiax3exts Mfaoxanias racahaCor 
42d . - nts Which we bave received by tradition. Theſe 

words {et down in Scripture they retained as 2 part of themyſtery co-0- 

perating to the ſolemnity, manifeſting thefigaification-of the rite,the glo- 

ry.of the change, the operation of the Spirit, 3he death of Chriſt, and the 

| ' memory 
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7 wvay 
GFificatus, bread # pon by the word of God, and by prayer, viz. the 
prayer of conſec 


Ghoſt. 


corpm ſanguiſque couficitur ? (e)Lib.4.de fide, cap,14 5 f ax3Siores 46705, elvis 74 x, Sky Net + In "rntanges bs wt 
corpes ſongs ws ard pd]os ab ovas UTeNUTYT 2 $667 owe, T8 XUuSE, x) 70 abun.” Videiynae Miteois, tbo. 2107 5 


Parmenian. 


Now whether this conſecration by prayer, did mean to reducethe 
words of inſtitution tothe ſence and fignification of a prayer, or that 
they mean, the conſecration was made by the other prayers annexed to 
the narrative ofthe inſtitution according to the ſeveral fences oftheGreek 
and Latjn Church, yet ſtill the miniſtery of the Prieſt, whether in the 
words of conſecration,oriin the annexed. pens ftillby way ofprayer. 
Nay further yet, the whole myſtery it {elf is operative in the way of 
prayer, faith Caſſander, in behalf of the School and of all the Roman 
Church 3 and indeed S. Ambroſe,and others of the Fathers,in behalf of the 
Church Catholick: Nanc Ebriflar offertur,ſed offertur quaſi homo, re> 
cipiens paſſronem, & fe ſeipſum quaſi $#cerdos ut peccata noſtre dimittat 
bic in imagine ['ibi iz v | 
So that what the Prieft does ere, nar IG of what -Chri 
does in Heaven, is by the ſacrifice of af 


of prayer,and by the exhibiting it to'God by a ſolemn prayer, and advo- 


cation,jin imitation of,and anion with Chrift:AN the whole office is an of - 


fice of interceffion, as it/paſſes from the PrieſttoGod, and.from the peo 
ple toGod 3 And then for that Lear mylteriouſneſs, which is che ſacra- 
mental change, which is'that wt ich 'paſles from God-»unto the peos 
ple by-rhe Prieſt, that alfo'is obtained-and effeRed by way of prayer: '': 

For ſince the holy Ghoſt is the conſecrator,cither he1s es 
the force of a certajinntmber of ſyllables,which that he will verifie;him- 


ſelf hath nowhere deſertbeds and that he -means aotts doit, he harh . 


fairly intimated, in ſerting down' the'TInſticutionin words: of great vici- 


nity to expref\ the ſence of the myſtery, but yet of ſomych diflerenceadd = 


variety,as will ſhew,this great change is-not wroughtbyſuch certain and 
| D determi- 


Hate, ubi apud Patrene queſt advocatus imtervenit. g 


| LCC ON prayer, and by the'repres - 
ſentipg the ation and piſſion of Chriſt: which is <feQual in theway * 


eviaernie- 
TESPNY- 


rus Md # cu 


Tri.cap.4. 
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. at iir 18 mens- 


8. 
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38 T he Divine Inftitution of 
determined words, | The blood of the New Teſtament ] fo it is in Saint 
Matthew and S. Mark , | The new Teſtament in my blood }] ſoS. pax! 
and S. Luke, My body which is broken, My body which is given, &-c. and 
to think otherwiſe, is ſo nearthe- Gentile Rites, and the myſteries of 
Zoroaſtes, and the ſecret operations of the Exthei, and Heathen Prieſts, 


that unleſs God had declared expreſly ſuch a power to be affixed to the 
recitation of ſuch certain words, it is not with too much forwardneſs to 


TORPRIrIPIR 


IO, 


6 from God than prayer, which acknowledges him the fountain of bleſſing, 


®De rteratione, 
Arque bine = according to the uſe of the word\in the ſaying of our bleſſed 'Saviour, 
dedcredo Ape= 1 [26s [ by every word that proceeds ont of the month of God : that is, 


punpet, ar by God's bleſſing 3 to which, prayer is to be joyned, that we may co- 


_ wag operate with God in a way moſtlikelyto prevail with him 3 and they are 
modi precesad excellent words which * Caſ/ander hath ſaid to the purpoſe 3 Some Apo- 


mferiorum Aplical Churches from the beginning uſed ſuch. ſolemn prayers to the celebrati- 


celebr ationem 


fioem, © pc- prayer are uſed for argument- to move God, to hallow the FS and as 


hu wo * according as it is ſet down inthe divine Litwrgy..I.It is ſuppoſed he means 
vm» ww theLiturgy reported to bemade by S. Zamey,. which is of the moſt an- 
ispios 592Z35 cient uſein the Greek Church; and all Liturgies.in the world in their 


to be a natural-effeQ,and change, finiſhed in-any one inſtant, but a divine 

alteration conſequent tothe whole miniſtery::, that is, the folemn-prayer 

and invocation. | + 26 Nr ed 

12. - Now ifthis great miniſtery be by way of ſolemnprayer,it will eaſier be 

Lib, 3.de bayt, granted that ſo the other are. - For abſolution,and reconciliation of peni- 
coner. Dewar. tents Ineed fay ho more, but. the:queſtion of. S;  Auſtir,; Avid: eſt alind 
; Manis Impoſitio, quam oratio ſuper hominemx; And the Prieſtly abſolu- 
Fpip.g2. tion 1s called by-'S, Leo, Sacerdotum ſupplicationes, The ig 34 
Rs . | > 


the Office e Miniſterial. 3 


_— 


= 


Prieſts3-and in the old Ords Rowanws; and in the Pontifical, the forms of 
reconciliation weref Dew te 2bſolvat ] the Lord pardon thee, &*c. But 
whatſoever the forms were ( for they may be oprative, or indicative, or 
declarative, ) the caſcis not alteredas ta this queſtion :- for whateverthe 
a& of the Prieſt be, whether it be the a@ ofa Judge, or of an Embaſſa- 
dor, or a Counſellor, or a Phyfician, or allthis: the bleſfing which he 
miniſters, is by way ofa ſolemnprayer, according to the exigence of 
the preſent Rite : and the form of words doth not alter the caſe 3 for Ego 
benedico, & Dews benedicat | isthe ſame, and was no more whenGod 
commanded the Prieſt in expreſs terms-#0' ble he people 3 only the Church 
of late, chuſes the indicative form, to fignifie, that ſuch a perſon is by 
authority and proper deſignation appointed the ordinary miniſter of be+ 
nedidion. Forin the ſence of the Church and Scripture, none can give 
bleſſing but a Superior, and yet every perſon may ſay in charity,” God 
blef you > He may not be properly ſaid to bleff, for the greater is wot bleſſed 
of the leſſer by Saint Paul's Rule 3 the Prieſt may bleſs, orthe Father may; 
and yet their benediftion, ( ſave that it fignifies the authority, and A 
temn deputation of the perſon to ſuch an ordinary Miniſtery ) fignifies 
but the ſame thing 3 that is, it operates by way of prayer 3; but is there- 
fore prevalent and more effeftual, becauſe it isby perſons appointed by 
God. Andſoit isin Abſolution, for he that miniſtersthe pardon, be- 
ing the perſon that paſles the a& of God to the penitent, and the a& of 
the penitent toGod 3 all that manner that the Prieſt interpoſesfor the 
penitent to God is by way of prayer, and by the mediation of interceſli- 
on 3 for there is none elfe inthis imaginable 3 and the other ©f paſſing 
God's aF upon the penitent is by way of interpretation and enunciation, 
asan Embaſlador, and by the word of his miniſtery 5 In perſona Chriſti 
condonavi, Ipardos in the perſon of Ghriſt, ſaith S. Paul: in the firſt, he 
1s igpevs 53a Ator, cuyd Oe, peomever, cyagtenoes5 In the ſecond he 
is vroqnTns 6xparTogxo: 5 In both, a miniſter of divine benediQion to the 


people, the anointing from above deſcends upon Aaron's beard, and ſoby 


degrees to the skirts of the people 3 and yet in thoſe things which the 
Prieſt or the Prophet does but Jgnifi by divine appointment he is ſaid 
to do the thing, which he only fignifies and makes publick as a Miniſter 
of God : thus God ſent Jeremy, He ſet him over the Nations to root ont, 
and to pull down, and to defliroy, to throw down, and to build, and toplant; 
and yet in all this, his miniſtery was nothing but Prophetical : and he 
that converts a ſinner is ſaidto ſave him, and.to hide a multitude of ſins 3 
that is, he is inſtrumental to it and miniſters in the imployment 3 {© that 
here alſo, Yerbum efi oratio, the word of God and prayer do tranſat 
both the parts of this office. And Iunderſtand, though not the degree 
and excellency, yet the truth of this manner of operation in the inſtance 
of Iſaac bleſſing Jacob, which in the ſeveral parts was exprefled in all 
forms, indicative, optative, enunciative 3 and yet there is no queſtion 
but it wasintended to do Jacob benefit by way of impetration; ſothat 
although the Church may expreſs the ats of her miniſtery in what form 
ſhe pleaſe, and with deſign tomake fignification of another Article, yet 
the mannerof procuring bleſfings and graces for the people is by a mi- 
niſtery of interpellation and prayer, we having no other way of addreſs 
or returnto God but by Petition and Euchariſt. 

17. Tſhall notneed to inſtance any more. S. Auſiiz ſumms up all 
the Eccleſiaſtical miniſteries in an expreſſion fully to this purpoſe 3 $7 


D 2 depre- 


ergo ad hoc valet quod dium eſt in Evangelio, Deus peccatorem non audit, =_ 


ant, Per peccatorem ſacramenta non celebrentur, Quomodo exandit ------ Donaz.c.20. 


. 
mt 
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deprecantem vel ſuper aquam baptiſmi, vel ſuper oleuns, vel ſuper Enchariſti- 
ave, vel ſuper capita corum ſuper quibus manas imponitur © with S. Auſtin, 
praying over the Symbols of every Sacrament, and Sacramental, . is all 
one with celebrating the myſtery. And therefore in the office of Con- 
ſecration in the Greek Church, this power paſles upon the perſon or- 
dained, That he may be worthy to atk things of thee for the ſalvation of the 
people, that is, tocelebrate the Sacraments, and Rites, and that thou 
wilt hear him : which fully expreſſes the ſence of the preſent diſcourſe, 
that the firſt part of that grace ofthe holy Spirit which conſeczates the 
Prieſt, the firſt part oſhis ſanCtification, is a ſeparation of the perſonto 
the power of interceſſion for the people, and a miniſterial mediation, by 
the miniſtration of ſuch rites and ſolemn 1nvocations which God hath 
appointed or deſigned. "= 

And now this ſanCtification which is ſo evident in Scripture, tradition 
and reaſon, taken from proportion and analogy to Religion, -is fo far 
from making the power of the holy man leſs than is ſuppoſed, that ir 
ſhews the greatneſs of it by a true repreſentment 3 and preſerves,the (a- 
credneſs of it ſo within its own cancels, that it will be the greateſt ſa- 
criledge in the world to invade it 5 for, whoever will boldly enter with- 
in this vail, ziſ# qui vocatur ficut Aaron, unleſs he be ſanQified as is the 
Prieſt, who is ovnepevons Te Xeips, as Nazianzencalls him, a Miniſter 
co-operating with Chriſt, he does. without leave call himſelf 2 ra of 
God, a Mediator between God and the people under Chriſt, he boldly thruſts 
himſelf into the participation of that glorious. mediation which Chriſt 
officiates in Heavenz all which things as they are great honours tothe 
perſon, rightly called to ſuch vicinity and endearments with God, ſo 
they depend wholly upondivine digaation of the grace and vocation of 
the perſon. | 

oP for the other part of ſpiritual emanation or deſcent of graces 
in ſandtification of the Clergy, that is in order.to the performance of 
the other, 67w; 0 qiAzrbpunrO. Seo; 1p 4OTIAOY X| bfLupNT(Y GUTD 7 1EEIOC= 
-nv oa e4onra5 that's the ſence of it, that God who is the lover of ſouls 
may grant a pure and unblameable Priefthood 3 and certainly they who are 
honoured with ſo great a grace as to be called to officiate in holy and 
uſeful Miniſteries have need alſo of other graces to make them perſons 
holy in babit and diſpoſition, as well as holy in Calling; andtherefore 
God hath ſent his Spirit to furniſh his Emiſſaries with excellencies pro- 
portionable to their need and the uſefulneſs of the Church. At the be- 
yomu of Chriſtianity, God gave gifts extraordinary, as boldneſs of 
pirit, fearleſs courage, freedom of diſcourſe, excellent underſtanding, 
diſcerning of ſpirits, deep judgment, innocence and prudence of deport- 
ment, the gift of tongues 3 theſe were ſo neceſſary at the inſtitution of 
the Chriſtian Church, that if we had not hadteſtimony of the matter 
of fat, the reafonableneſs ofthe thing would prove the aCtual diſpenſa- 
tion of the Spiritz becauſe God never fails in neceſlaries : But afterward, 
when all the extraordinary needs were ſerved, the extraordinary ſtock 
was ſpent, and God retracted thoſe iflues into their fountains, and then 
the graces that were neceſſary for the well diſcharging the ZixAyos ue- 
oi«as, the Priefily funFion, were ſuch as make the perſon of more bene- 
fit to the people, not only by being exemplary to them, but gracious 
and loved by God : and thoſe are ſpiritual graces of ſanQtification. 

And therefore Ordination is a collation of holy graces of ſanQifica- 
tion 3 of a more excellent Faith, of fervent Charity, of Providence and 


paternal care: Giſts which now deſcend not by way of miracle, as upon 
the 


the Office «Miniſterial. "oy 
the Apoſtles, are to be acquired by humane induſtry, by ſtudy and good 
letters, and therefore are preſuppaled in the nom 2 frm : to 
which purpoſe the Church now examines the abilities of the man, ibe- 
fore ſhe lays on hands : -and therefore the Church does not ſuppoſethat 
the Spirit in Ordination deſcends in gifts, and in the infuſion of | ha- 
bits, and perfect abilities, though then alſo, it is reaſonable to believe 
that God will affiſt the pious and careful endeavours of holy Prieſts, and 
bleſs them with ſpecial aids and co-operation : becauſe a more extraor- 
dinary ability is needful for perſons ſo defigned. But the proper and 
great aid which the Spirit of Ordinatton gives, is ſuch inſtances of afli- 
ſtance which make the perſon more boly. | 

And this is ſo certainly true, thateven when the Apoſtle had ordained 17. 
Timothy tobe Biſhop of Epbeſive, he calls upon him to ſtir up the gift of 
God, which was in him by the putting on of bis hauds, and that gift is a Roſa- 
ry of graces 3 what graces they are,he enumeratesin the following words - 
God hath n0t given usthe ſpirit v ; Fear, but of Power,of Love;z, owpeprious, (2) Taigwoer 
and of « modeſt and ſober mind ( and theſe words are made part of the ng 
form of collating the Epiſcopal order in the Church of Exgland. ) Here | 5 wn 4 
18 all that deſcends from the Spirit in Ordigation, #syaps, Power, that is, 272 75 _ 
to officiate and intercede with God in the parts of miniſtery : and the + wg creat 
reſt are ſuch as imply duty, ſuch as make him fit to be a Ruler in pa- 5 7747s. 
ternal and ſweet government, Modeſty, Sobriety, Love; And therefore ©) 22 wm 
4a the forms of Ordioation of the Greek Church ( which are therefore muacira 2- 
highly to be valued, becauſe they are moſt ancient, have ſuffered the leaſt Chanſon wp | \ 
change, and been polluted with fewer intereſts ) the myſtical prayer of zycacw ;3 
Ordination names gracesin order toholinels. Wepray thee that the grave = 001 # | 
of the ever holy Spirit may deſcend npou him, (a) Fill hin full of all faith mice of a 
and love aud power and ſanitification by the illumination efthy boly and life- > + da 
giving Spirit :-and the reaſon why theſe things are defir'd, and given, Yeies oe meyo- 
isin order to the right performing his holy offices, (b) That be may be reg et 

a5 rd pan- 


ſpiritual Sacrifices, to_renew the people with the Laver of Regenerati-, _ "i ts 


51 us. 


ſaith (d) Hoymo3 and (e)S. Auſtin ſays,that many perſons that were ſnatch- tm, que ſon- 
ed violently tobe made Prieſts or Biſhops, who bad in their formerpur- *i/#corenrar : 
poſes determined to marry and live a ſecularlife,havein their Ordination 5,277" 
received the gift of continency. And therefore there was reaſon for the —_ 
greatneſs of the ſolemnities uſed in all ages jn ſeparation of Prieſts from ET 
the world, inſomuch that whatſoever was uſed in any ſort of ſandification cp.55. * 
of ſolemn benediftion by Moſes law,all that was uſed in Cooſecration of © + by 
the Prieſt, who was to receive the greate(t meaſure of ſandification. Fe+ (ec) 136.2.c95. 
dem item vis etiam Sacerdotem, eanguſiun © honoranduw facit nnouit ate bes **#. de «duter, 
nedifFionis 2 communit ate wulgi ſegregatume, Cure enim heri nance plebe efſet, 
repente redditur preceptor,pre ſes, Door pietetis ouy fleriorum latentiumPre ful 

c. Inviſibili quadam vi,ac gratia inviſibilem eanimam in melive transfarme- 
1am gerens,that is,improved in all ſpiritual graceswhich is highly expreſ- 
ſed by (f) Martyriezs who ſaid to NeFarime3Tu,b beate,recens beptizetus @ (f) Sex.bb.;. 
purificatoe,C mox inſuper ſacerdotio auttus es; wtraque autem bac _—_ P_ 
rum expiatoria efſe Dews conftituit + whiclr are not to be expounded as if 
Ordination did confer the firſt ——_ ifthe Schools is —_* 

3 omy 
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only to be expiatorious 3 but the increment of grace, and ſandtification ; 
and that alſo is remiſfive of fins, which are taken off by parts as the ha- 
bit decreaſes; and we grow in God's favour, as our graces multiply or 
OW. | 
” Now that theſe graces being given in Ordination, are immediate'ema- 
nations of the holy Spirit, and therefore not to be uſurped or pretend- 
ed to by any man, upon whom the Holy Ghoſt in Ordination hath not 
deſcended, I ſhall leſs need to prove, becauſeit 1s certain upon the for- 
mer grounds, and will be finiſhed in the following diſcourſes3 and it is 
in the Greek Ordination given as a Reaſon of the former prayer, #98 6, 
T1 bodice Tf ff xeipmr, ANA ov 79 bimoxoty 79 WAvoiwy ov oixTIpuſs 
HiSorai wag Tor ations ov. [| Fornotin the impolition of my hands, bur 
in the overſeeing providence of thy rich mercies, grace is given to them 
thatare worthy. ] So that we ſee, more guee to the fitting of a perſon 
for Eccleſiaſtical Miniſteries than is uſually ſuppoſed 3 together with the 
wer, a grace is ſpecially collated, and that 1s not to be taken up and 
aid down, and pretended to by every bolder perſon. Thething is ſa- 
cred, ſeparate, ſolemn, deliberate, derivative from God, and not of hu- 


mane proviſion, or authority, or pretence, or diſpoſition. 


m—C 
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"He Holy Ghoſt was the firſt Conſecrator, that is made evident ; 
and the perſons firſt conſecrated were the Apoſtles, who received 


the ſeveral parts of the Prieſtly order, at ſeveral times; the power of 


- conſecration of the Euchariſt, at the inſtitution of it 3 the- power of re- 


mitting and retaining fins in the Oftaves of Faſter; the power of bapti- 
Zing and preaching, together with univerſal juriſdiction, immediately 
before the Aſcenſion, when they were commanded to go z#toal the world 
, preaching and baptizing. This is the whole office of the Priefthood 3 and 
nothing of this was given in Pentecoſt when the holy Spirit deſcended 
and we br uponall ofthem 3 the Apoſtles, the brethren, the women - 
for then they received thoſe great affiſtances which enabled them who 
had been deligned for Embaſſadors tothe world, to do their great work : 
and cthers of a lower capacity had their proportion, as the effed of the 
promiſe of the Father,and a mighty verification of the truth of Chriſti- 
anity. | 
Now all theſe powers which Chriſt hath given to his Apoſtles, were by 
fome means or other to be tranſmitted to ſucceeding perſous, becauſe 
the ſeveral Miniſteries were to abide for ever. | All Nations were tobe 
converted, a Church to be gathered and continued, the new Converts 
to be made Confeſſors, and configned with Baptiſm, finsto be remitted, 
flocks to be fed and guided, and the Lords death declared, repreſented, 


_ Exhibited, and commemorated until his ſecond Coming. . And ſince the 


powers of doing theſe offices, areas of free and gracious conceſſion, 
emanations of the holy Spirit, and admiffions to a vicinity with God, it 
1s not only impudence and facriledge in the perſon, falfly topretend, that 
is, to bely the Holy Ghoſt, and thruſt into theſe Offices, -but there is 
an impoſſibility inthe thing, it is null in the very deed doing, to handle 
theſe myſteries without ſome appointment. by God 3 unleſs he calls and 
points out the perſon, either by an extraordinary or by an ordinary Vo- 
cation 3 Of theſeI muſt give a particular account. > >The 


"the Office «Manifterial, 


43 


Theextraordinary calling was firſt, that is,' the immediate 3 for the 
firſt begirining of a laſting neceſlity, is extraordinary, and made ordi- 
nary inſucceſftion, and by continuation of a fixed and determined Mi- 
niſtery. The firſt of every order hath another manner of conſtitution, 
than all the whole ſucceſſion. The rifing of the ſpring is of greater 
wonder, and of more extraordinary and latent reaſon, than the Teſcent 
ofthe currentz and the derivation of the powers of the Holy Ghoſt that 
make the Prieſtly order, are juſt like the Creation: the farſt man was 
made with God's own hands, and all the reſt by God, co-operating 
with a humane a@ 3 and there isnevet the ſame neceſlity as at firſt, for 
God to create man. The ſpecies or kind ſhall never fail, but be preſerved 
' In an ordinary way - And ſoit is in the defignation of the Miniſters of 
Evangelical Prieſthood 3 God breathed into the Apoſtles ro mayayior 5 
Cowon wretpa, the breath of the life-giving ſpirit 3 and that breath was 
to be continued in a perpetual, univocal production 3 they who had re- 
ceived, they were alſo to give : and they only could. 

Grace cannot be conveyed toany man, but either by the fountain, 
or by the channel - by the Author, or by the Miniſter. God only is the 
fountain and Author - and he that makes himſelf the Miniſter whom 
God appointed nor, doesin effet make himſelf the Author : for he un- 
dertakes to diſpoſe of grace which he hath not received, to give God's 
g00ds upon his own authority - which he that offers at, without God's 
warrant, does it only upon his own. And ſo either he is the Author, ot 
an Uſurper, either the fountain, or a dry cloud, which in effe& calls 
him either blaſpþhemons, or ſacrilegions. < | 

But the firſt and immediate derivation froth the fountain, that only 
1 affirm to be miracu)ous, and extraordinary : asall beginnings of efſen- 
cesand graces of neceſlity muſt - thoſe perſons who receive the firſt iſ- 
ſues, they only are extraordinarily called : all that ſucceed ate called 
or deſigned by an ordinary vocation, becauſe whatſoever is in the ſuc- 
ceſſion 1s but an ordiriary neceffity, to which God hath proportioned an 
ordinary Miniſtery 3 and when it may be ſupplied by the common pro- 
viſions, to look for anextraordinary calling, is as if a man ſhould expe& 
ſomenew man to be created, as Adam was 3 it is to ſuppoſe God will 
multiply beings and operations without neceflity. God called at firſt,and 
if he had not called, man could not havecome to him in thisnearneſs of 
a holy Miniſtery 5 he ſent perſons abroad, and if he had not ſent, they 
could not have gone 3 but after that he had appointed by his own defig- 
nation perſons who ſhould be Fathers in Chriſt, he called no more, brit 
left themto call others: He firſt immediately gives the yagwopa, the 
grace, and leavesthis as a Depoſitune to'the Church, faithfully to be kept 


ci]l Chriſt's ſecond coming 3 and this Depoſitume is the dofrifie and diſci- 


pline of Jeſus : he opens the door, and then left it open, commanding 
all to come in that way, into the Miniſtery and tuition of the flock, cal- 
ling all that came in by windows, and paſterns,and oblique ways, thieves 
and robbers. And it is obſervable, that the word vocation or cal/ing in 
Scripture, when it is referred toa defignation of perſons tothe Miniſte- 
ry, it always ſignifiesthat which we term, calling extraordinary it al- 
ways ſignifies, an immediate at of God which: alſo ceaſed when the 
great neceſlity expired, that is, when the fountain had ſtreamed forth 
abundantly, and made a current to deſcend without interruption. The 
purpoſe of this diſcourſe is, that now no man ſhould in theſe days of or- 
dinary Miniſtery, look for an extraordinary calling, nor pretend in or- 
der to vainer purpoſes any new neceſlitics, 0 Wo 
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They are fancies of a too confident opinion, and over-valuing of out 
ſelves, when we think the very being of a Church is concerned in our 
miſtakes ; and ifall the world be againſt us, weate not aſhamed of our 
folly, but think truth is failed from among the children of men, and 

- the Churchis at a loſs, and the current derived frotn the firſt emanati- 
ons is dried up, and then he that is boldeſt to publiſh his follies, is alſo 
as apt to miſtake his own boldneſs for 4 cal from God.as he did at firſt his 
own vain opinion for a neceſſary truth 5 and then he is called extraordi- 
narily, and ſo venturesinto the ſecrets of the Santuary. Firlt, he made 
a neceſſity more than ever God made,& then himſelffinds a remedy that 
God never appointed. He that thinks every ſhaking of the Ark is ab- 
ſolute ruine toit, when peradventure it was but the weakneſs of his 
own eyes that made him fancy what was not, may alſo think he hears a 
call from above to ſupport it, which indeed was nothing but a noiſe in 
his own head : And there is no cure for this, but to cure the man, and 
ſet his head right. For he that will pretend any thing that is beyond 
ordinary, as he that will ſay he bath two reaſonable Souls within him, 
or three Wills, is not to be confuted but by Phyfick, or by the tying 
him to abjure his folly till he were able to prove it. 

But God by promiſing that his Church ſhould abide for ever, and that 
the gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſ# it, but that himſelf would be 
with her to the end of the world; bath ſufficiently confuted the vanity of 
thoſe men, who that they might thruſt themſelves into an office, pre- 
tend the diſſolution of the very being of the Church : For if the Church 
remains in her being, let her corruptions be what they will, the ordi- 
nary Prophets have power to reform them 3 | and if they do not, every 
manhath power to complain, ſohe doesit with peace, and zyodeſty, and 


truth, and neceſſity. | : 
2. And there is no need of an' extraordinary calling to amend ſuch 


things which are certain, foreſeen events5 and ſuch were herefies and 
cparuprion in dodqrine and manners, for which God appointed an ordi- 
nary Miniſtery to take cognizance and makea remedy 3 for which him- 
{elf when he had told us, Hereſfes wrſt needs be, yet made no proviſions 
extraordinary, but left the Church ſufficiently igftructed by her Rule, 
and guided by her Pſtors. 

3. When Chriſt means to give us a new Law, then he will giveus a 
new Prieſthood, a new Mimiſtery : One will not be changed without the 
other 3 God now no more comes jn a mighty ruſhing wind, bur in a ſtill 
voice, in the gentle Homilies of ordinary Prophetsz and now that the 
Law, by whi 5 we are to frame our underſtandings agd our ations, is 
eſtabliſhed, we muſt not expett an Apoſtle to corre every abuſe; for 
if they will not hear 2/o/er and the Prophets, if one ſhould come from 
the dead, or an Angel come from Heaven, it is certain they will not be 
orig but till the wonder be over, and the curioſity of news be 

tiSHEd, . 

Againſt this, it is pretended that Chriſt promiſed #0 be with his Church 
For ever, upon condition the Church would do .their duty 5 but the 
being bat a company of men, have poyer to chuſe, and they may chuſe 
amiſs; and if all ſhould do ſa, Chriſts promiſes may fail us, though not 
fail of their intentions and then io this caſe the Church failing, either 
there muſt be an extraordinary calling of ſingle perſons, or elſe any man 
may enter intothe ordinary way, whichis all one with an extraordina- 
ry : forit is extraordinary that common perſons ſhould by neceſlity be 
drawninto an imployment, which by ordinary vocation, they are not to 
meddle with. | Againſt 


the Office Miniſterial {1 


Againſt this we can (thanks beto God forit ) pretend the experichee 
of fixteen Ages3 for hitherto it hath ever been in the Chriſtian Churches, 
that God hath preſerved a holy Clergy in the ſame proportion as he hath 
preſerveda holy people-3 never yet were: the Clergy all Antichriſtian, 
1n the midſt of Chriſtian Churchesz and we have no reaſon to fear it 
will beſo now, after ſo long an experience to expound the promiſes of 
our Lord to theſence of a perpetual Miniſtery, and a-perpetual Church; 
by the means of Ordinary miniſtrations. | 
And how ſhall the Church be ſuppoſedto fail, fince God hath made no 
proviſions forits reſtitution? For by what means ſhould the Church be 
renewed, and Chriſtianity reſtored ? Not by Scripture 3 for we have 
no certainty that the Scriptures which we have this day, are the ſame 
which the Apoſtles delivered, and ſhall remain ſo for ever 3 but only 
x. The reputation and teſtimony of all Chriſtian Churches, ( which alſo 
muſt tranſmit the ſame by a continual ſfucceflive teſtimony tothe follow- 
ing, or elſe they will be of an uncertain faith, ) and 2. The confidence 
of the divine providence and goodneſs, who will not let us want what 
is fit for us, that without which we cannot attain the end to which in 
mercy he hathdefigned us. Now the ſame Arguments which we have 
| for thecontinuation of Scripture, we havefor the perpetuity of a Chri- 
ſtian Clergy, that is, beſides the ſo long aftual ſucceſſion and continu- 
ance, wehave the goodneſs and unalterable ſweetneſs of the Divine 
mercies, who will continue fuch Miniſteries which himſelf hath made 
the ordinary means of falvationz he would not have madethemthe way 
to Heaven and of ordinary neceſlity, if hedid not meanto preſerve them. 
Indeed, ifthe ordinary way ſhould fail, God will ſupply another way to 
them that do their duty 3 but then Scripture may as well fail as the or- 
dinary ſucceſſion of the Clergy - they both were intended but as the 
ordinary miniſteries of ſalvation, and if Scupture be kept for the uſe of 
the Church, it is more likely the Church will be preſerved in its ne- 
ceſſary conſtituent parts than the Scripture 3 becauſe Scripture is pre- 
ſerved for the Church, it is kept that the Church might not fail. For 
as for the fancy, that all men being free agents may chuſe amiſs : ſup- 
ole that 3 but then, may they not all conſent to the corruption or de- 
roying of Scripture ? yea, but God will preſerve them from that, or 
will over-rule the event : yea, but how do they know that ? what re- 
velation have they ? yet grant that too, but why then will he not alſo 
over-rule the event of the matter of univerſal Apoſtafie ? for both of 
them are matter of choice. | 
But then that all the Clergy ſhould conſent to corrupt Scripture, or 
to loſe their Faith, is a moſt unreaſonable ſuppoſition 3 for ſuppoſing 
there is a natural poſlibility, yetit is morally impoſlible ; and we may as 
well fear that all the men of the world will be vitious upon the ſame 
reaſon ; for if all the Clergy may, then all the People may, and you may 
as well poiſon the Sea, as poiſon all the Spriogs3 and it is more likely all 
the Ideots, and the ordinary perſons in the world ſhould be couzened 
out of their Religion, than that all the wife men and ,Artiftites, the 
Teachers, Do@ors, and publick, Miniflers of Religion ſhould. And when 
all men turn Mariners, or Apothecaries, or that all men will live ſingle 
lives, and turn Monks, and ſo endanger the ſpecies of mankind to-pe- 
riſh, ( for there is a great fear ofthattoo 3) that is, when all the world 
chuſe onething ( for if two meri do, two thouſand may do it if they will, 
and ſo may all upon this ground -) then alſo we may fear that all the 
Governours of the Church may fail, becauſe ſome do, and more _ 
an 
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and all way 3 till then, there will be noneed of an extraordinary Com- 
miſſion 3 but the Chutch ſhall go on upon the ſtock of the firſt calling, 
and defignation, which was extraordinary, The Spirit iflued out at 
firſt miraculouſly, and hath continued running ſtill in the firſt channels 


by ordinary condutt, andin the ſame conveyances it muſt run ſtill, or 


it cannot without a miracle derive uponus, who ſtand atinfinite diſtance 
from the fountain. Since then, there 1s now no more expettation of an 
extraordinary calling ( and todo ſo were an extraordinary vanity ) it 
remains that the derivation of the miniſterial power be by an ordinary 
conveyance. | BEL 

The Spirit of God in Scripture hath drawn aline, and chalked out the 
path that himſelf meant to tread,in giving the graces of Evangelical mi- 
niſtrations. At firſt, afterthat Chriſt had named twelve ( one whereof 
was loſt ) they, not having an expreſs command for the manner of Ordi- 
nation, took ſuch courſe as Reaſon and Religion taught them. They 
named two perſons, and prayed God tochuſe one, and to manifeſt it by 
Lot; which wasa way leſs than the firſt deſignation of the other eleven s 
and yet had more of the extraordinary in it, ' than could be reaſonably 
continued in an ordinary ſucceſlion. The Apoſtles themſelves had not 
as yet received skill enough how to officiate in their ordinary miniſtery, 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt was not as yet deſcended. 

But when the Holy Ghoſt deſcended, then the work: was to begin 3 
the Apoſtles wanted no power neceflary forthe main work of the Goſ- 
pel ; but now alſo they received Commilitons todiſpenſe the Spirit to all 
ſuch purpoſes to which He was intended. They before had the office 
inthemſelves, but it was mot communicable to others, till the Spirit, the 
Anointing from above, ran over the Fringes ofthe Prieſt's garments; they 
had it but in imperfeRion and unattive facultiesz ſo ſaith TheophylaF : 
Hebreathed, not now giving to them the perfe@ gift of the Holy Ghoſt, ſor 
that he intended to give at Pemtecoft : but he prepared them for the fuller re- 
ception of it. They had the gift before, but not the perfeft conſumma- 
tion of it, that was reſerved for the great day 5 and becauſe the power 


of Conſecration is the 7e2e/wors, or perfeftion of Priefily order, it was 


the proper emanation of this days glory 3 then was the igeg7wx1 TeA&awors, 


* the perfe&ion of what power Chriſt had formerly conſigned. For of 


all faculties, that is not perfet which produces perfe and excellent 
aQions in a direG line, actions of a particular fort 3 but that which produ- 
ces the aQions, and enables others to do ſo too 3 forthen the perfeQtion: 
15 inherent, not only formally, but virtually and eminently; and that's the 
crown of habits and natural faculties. Now beſides the reaſonableneſs 
of the thing, this is alſo verified by a certainty that will not eaſily fail 
us3 by Experience, and ex peſifaFo: Foras we do not find the Apoſtles 
had, before Pentecoſt, a produ@ive power, which made them call for a 
Miracle, or a ſpecial providence by Lots; ſo we are fure that immedi- 
ately after Pentecoſt they had it: for they ſpeedily began to put itin 
execution 3 and it is remarkable,. that the Apoſtles did not lay hands 
upon Matthias : he being made Apoſtle before the deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, they had no power to do it, they were not yet made Aniflers 
f the Spirit; which becauſe afterwards preſently they did, concludes 
airly, that at Pentecoſt they were amongſt other graces made the ordi- 
nary Miniſters cf Ordination. 
This I (ay iscertain, that the Holy Ghoſt deſcending at Pentecoſt, 
they inſtantly did officiate in their miniſterial offices, they preached, 


they baptized, they confirmed and gave the holy Spirit of obfignation, 
| and 
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and took perſons into the Lot of their Miniſtery, doing of it by an exter- 
nal rite and ſolemn invocation :' and now the extraordinary way did 
_ ecaſez God was the fountainof the power, but mai conveyed it by an 
external rite - and of this Saint Paul, who was the only exception | Am 
the common way, takes: notice 3- calling himſelf an Apoſtle, . #ot of 
man, nor by man, but by. Jeſw Chriſt 5 implying that he; had a ſpecial 
honour done, to.be choſen an Apoltle in an extraordinary way 3 there- 
fore others might be Apoſtles, and yet not ſo as he was 3 for elſe his ex- 
preſſion had been all one, as if one. ſhould ſay, Tit#s the ſor of 2 mar, 
e0t begotten of an Angel, or Spirit, nor produced. by the Sun or Stars, but 
begotten by a Man of a Woman : the diſcourſe had been ridiculous, for no 
man is born otherwiſe and yet alſo he had ſomethihg of the ordinary 
to03 for inan extraordinary manner he was ſent to be ordained in an 
ordinary Miniſtery. And yet becauſe the ordinary Miniſtery was ſet- 
led, S. Paul was called toan account for ſo much of it as was extraordi- 
ry 3 and was tied to do that whichevery man- now: is bound to do, that 
| ſhall pretend a calling extraordinary, viz. to give ar extraordinary proof 
of his extraordinary calling : which whenhe had done in the Colledge of 
Jeruſalem, the Apoſtles gave him the right hand of fellowſhip, and appro- 
ved his vocation which alſo ſhews, that now the way of Ordination 
was fixed anddeclaredto be by humane miniſtery 3 of which I need no 
other proof but the inſtances of Ordinations recorded in Scripture, and 
the 20 inſtances to the contrary, but of S. Paul, whoſe deſignation was 
as immediate as that of the 11. Apoſtles, though his Ordination was 
not. Tend this with the ſaying of Job the Monk : Concerning the order 
of Prieſthood, it is ſupernatural and unſpeakable. He that yeſterday, and Tad. ds $5. 
the day before, was in the form of Ideots, and private perſons, to day by the Dre $5 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, and the woice of the chief Prieſt, and laying on of #4 + ine” 
hands, receives ſo great an improvement and alteration, that he handles, ms \zpyvis 
and can conſecrate the divine myſteries F. the holy Church, and becomes {paler Fs 
( under Chriſt ) a Mediator [_ Miniſterial”) between God antl man, andex- Tha 3 m0k- 
alted to hallow himſelf and ſanifre ,others : The ſame almoſt with the > 5 -—4 
words of Gregory Nyſſer, in his book De ſan@o baptiſmate. Tuy 1d) 
een X; Mueegy 
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Thisis the ſumin of the preceding diſcourſes. God is the Conſecratorz 17. 
man is the Miniſter 3 the ſeparation is myſterious and wonderful 3 the 
powergreat and ſecret; the office to ſtand between God andthe people, . 
in the miniſtery of the Evangelical rites3 the calling to it ordinary, and 
by a ſetled Miniſtery, which began after the deſcent of che Holy Ghoſt 
in Pentecoſt. | 

This great change was in nothing expreſſed greater, thanthat Sax! up- 18. 


his Ordination changed his name, which Saint Chry ſoſtomee obſerving, Homik 28: 
RE the Dome of Sta Peter. I conchade. BITE i2S HR Hy, nn 
nem © plebem conflituit Eccleſie authoritas © honor per ordinis conceſ=> x«hon. ad ce: 
ſum ſand@ificatus 4 Deo, faith Tertullian. The authority of the whole fires 
Church of God bath made diſlinFion between the perſon ordained and the 
people, but the honour and power of it is derived from the ſanf@ification of 
God : It is derived from him, but conveyed by an ordinary Miniſtery 
of his appointing : Whoſoever therefore with unſanified, that is, with 
unconſecrated hands,ſhall dare to officiate in the miniſterial office, ſepa- 
rate by God, by gifts, by graces, by publick order, by aneſtabliſhed rite, 


by 


: —_— 
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by the inſtitution of Jeſus, by the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, by the 
word of God, by the praQtice of the Apoſtles, by the praftice of fixteen 
Ages of the Catholick Church, by the neceffity ofthe thing, by Reaſon, 
by Analogy to the diſcourſe of allthe wiſe men that ever were in the 
- world 3 that man, like his predeceflor Corb, brings an unhallowed Cen- 
ſer, which ſhall never ſend up a right cloud of Incenſe to God, bur yet 
that unpermitted, and diſallowed ſmoak fhal]l kindle a fire, even the 
wrath of God which ſhall at leaſt deſtroy the Sacrifice : his work ſhall be 
conſumed, and when upon his repentance himſelf eſcapes, yer it ſhall be 
ſo as by fire, that is, with danger, and Joſs, aud ſhame, and trouble: 
For our God is a conſuming fire. 


Remember Corah and all bu company. 
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ADVICES 


CLERGY 


I: Perſonal Duty. 


ry Emember that it is your great Duty, and tied on you by 
W129 182 many Obligations,” that you be exemplar in yourlives, and 
ESD 


<FY' be Patterns and Preſidents to your Flocks : leſt it be faid 
4 FRE unto you, Why takeft thou wy Law into thy month, ſeeing thou 
Un Y bateſt tobe reformed thereby £ He that lives anidlelife may 
preach with Truth and: Reaſon, or as did the Phariſees 3 but notas 
Chriſt, oras one having Authority. 8 Þ1 | 
Every Miniſter in taking accounts of his life, muſt judge of his Duty 
by more ſtrict and ſeverer meaſures, than he does of his People 3 and he 
that ties heavy burthens upon others, ought himſelf to. carry the heavi- 
eſt end - and many things may be lawful in them,” which he muſt not 
ſuffer in himſelf. - | gt 
Let every Miniſter endeavour to be learned in all ſpiritual wiſdom, 
and skilful in the things of God 3' for:he will ill teach: others the way of 
godlineſs, peril that's himſelf' a babe and 'unjnſtructed. An Igno- 
rant Miniſter is an head without aneye; and an Evil Miniſter is ſalt that 
hath no ſavour. '-; - ON 119 £ 63 31:53 5% = 
Every Miniſter, aboveall things, :chuſt be careful-that he benat a ſer- 
vant of Paſſion, whether of Anger or:Deſite. For he that isnot-a ma- 
ſter of his Paſſions will always be uſeleſs, and quickly. will become con- 
temptible and cheap in the eyes of hisPariſh. + 2: 
Let no Miniſter = Hs in any:thing 3 not greedy or. covetous:; 
not inſiſting upon little things,” or yu ling for, or. exaQting of: eve- 
ry minute portion of his dues3 but' bountiful and:cafjez remitting of his 
right, when to do ſo may:be ufeful to his people;- orwhen the.:conttrary 
may domiſchief, and caaſe reproach. -' Be 'not-over-righteoav,: (ſaith $0+ 
lomon ) that is, not ſevere in demanding, or :forcing every_|thiog, 
though it be iadeed his doe. & Fong + 5 _— | = 
Let not the name of the Church, be made a. pretence for-perſonal 
covetauſneſsz by ſaying, you are willing. to remit many” things, but 
you muſt not wrong the Church,z .fer:though.it'be true; that: you 
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VII. 


Xl. 


XU. 


XU. 


XIV. 


XV. 


arc not to do prejudice to ſucceſſion, yet many things may be forgiven 


upon.juſt occaliops, from which the Church eceive noiagommo- 
dity 5 Þut be ſurethat there are bjgt few thi ich thou abound to 
do in thy perſonal capacity, byt @e ſame alſs, ad more, thow art ob- 


- ligedto perform, asthou arta publick perſon. 


Never exatthe offerings, or cuſtomary wages, and ſuch as are al- 
lowed by Law, in the miniſttation of the Sacraments, nor condition 
for them, nor ſecure them before-hand 3- but firſt do your office, and 


miniſterxthe Sa nts pure]y, readily, and foz/Ehyilts ake 3 and when 
that is doit, receive what is Fourglue. ' + \ 

Avoid all Pride, as ybu woul fromthe molt frigitfulApparition, 
or the moſt cruel Enemy 5 and remember that you can never truly 
teach Humility, or tel] what it is, unleſs you practiſe it your ſelves. 

Take no meaſures of Hamility, but fuch as are material and tangible; 
ſuch which conſiſt not in humble words, and lowly geſtures 3 but what 
is firſt truly radicated in your Souls, in low opinion of your ſelves, and 
in real preferring others before your ſelves 3. and in ſuch fignifications, 
which can neither deceive your ſelves nor others. | 

Let every Curate of Souls ſtrive to underſtand himſelf beſt; and then 
to underſtand others. Let him ſpare himſelf leaſt; but moſt ſeverely 
judge, cenſure, and condemn himſcf, If he be learned, let him ſhew 
it by wiſe teaching, and humble manners. Ifhe be not learned, lethim 
be " has to get ſo much Knowledge as to know that, and ſo much Humi- 
lity, as not to grow inſolent, and puffed up by his Emptinels;' | For ma- 
ny will pardon a good-man that is leſs learned butif he beproud, no 
man will forgive him. $I png 

Let every Miniſter be careful to live a life as abſtrated from the AF- 
fairs of the world, as his neceffity will permit him-3 but at no hand ro be 
mmerg'd andprincipally imploy d ia the Afﬀairs of the World : What 
cannot be avoided, and what is of good report, and what he is oblig'd 
to by any perſonal orcollateral Duty, that he- may do, but no more. 
Ever remembring the Saying ofour Bleſſed Lord : Is the world ye ſhalt 
Have trouble 5 but fre me ye ſhall havepeace + and conſider this alſo, which 
15a great Truth 5 That every degree of Jove to the world;'.is ſo much 
taken from the Love of God. - i" 

Be no otherwiſe ſolicitous of your Fame and' Reputation; but by do- 
Tng pour Pay well and wiſely 3 in other things refer your ſelf to God: 
but if you meet with evil Tongues, be careful that you bear reproaches 
ſweetly and temperarely. | | | | 
Remember that no Miniſter can govern his people well, and proſpe- 
rouſly, unleſs himſelfhath learn'd'/humbly and chearfully to obey his 
Superior. For every Miniſter ſhould be like the good Centurion in the 
Goſpel - himſelfis under authority, and he hath people under him. 

Beſureia all your Words and Attionsto preſerve Chriſtian fimplicit 
and ingenuity 3 todoto others, as you would be done unto your ſelf; 
and never to ſpeak what you do not think. ' Truſt to Truth, rather 
thantoyour Memory: for this may fail you, that willnever. 

Pray much and very fervently, for all your Parifhioners, and all men 
that belong to you, and all that belong to God 3 but eſpecially for the 
Converſion -of Souls : and be very zealous for nothing, but for Gods 
gory: and the ſalvation of the World, and particularly of your Charges : 

ver — that you are by God appointed, as the Miniſters of 
Prayer, and the rs of good things, to pray for all the World, 


andto heal allthe World, asfarasyouare able. 


Every 


og 
MC ; 


To the Gerg. 


Every Miniſter muſt learn and- practiſe Patience, that by bearing all 
adverſity meckly, and humbly, and chearfully, and by doiog all his 
Duty with unwearied induſtry, with great courage, conſtancy, and 
Chriſtian magnanimity, he may thebetter abſt his people in the bearing 
of their croſſes, and overcoming of their difficulties. 

He that is holy, let him be holy ſtill; and ſtill more holy, and never 
think he hath done his work, till all be finiſhed by perſeverance, and 
the meaſures of perfeQion in dboly Life, and a holy Death - but at no 
band muſt he magnifie himſelf by vain ſeparations from others, or deſpi- 
fing them that are not ſo holy. 124 


— 


II: Of Prudence required in Miniſters. 


TY Emember that Diſcretion is the Miſtreſs of all Graces; and Humi- 
LV lity is the greateſt of all Miracles : and. without this, all Graces 
Pn to a mans ſelf 5 and without that, all Graces are uſcleſs unto 
others. | | | | 
Letno Miniſter be governed by the opinion of his People, and de- 
ftroy his Duty, by unreaſonable compliance with their humors, leſt as 
the Biſhop of Grazete told the Governours of Leriz and Patti, likefilly 
Animals they take burdens upon their backs art, the pleaſure of the multi- 
a which they neither can retain with Prudence, gor ſhake off with 
in not the Reverence of any man cauſe you to fin againſt God; but 
in the matter of Souls, being well advis'd, be bold and confident; but 
abate nothing ofthe honour of God, on. the juſt meaſures of your Duty, 
to ſatisfie the importunity of any man whatſoever, and God-will bear 
youout. TE ed bo bch 
When you teach your people 


ny part of their duty, as in payin 
their debts, their tithes and 0 __ in giving due — =. 
gious regards, diminiſh nothi admonition in theſe particulars, and 
the like, though they objeQ, That you ſpeak for your ſelves, andin 
your own caſes. For counſel isnot the worſe, but the better, if it be 
rofitable both to hich that gives, and to him that takesit. Only doit 
1 ſimplicity, and principally intend the good of their ſouls. _ 
Tn taking accounts of the good Lives. of your ſelves or others, take 
your m 


ares by the expreſs words of Scripture3; and next to them: 
eſtimate them by their proportion, and compliance with the publick 
meaſures, with the Laws of the Nation, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, , and 
by the Rules of Fame, of publick Honeſty and good Report 3 :and-laſt 
of all by their obſervation of the: Ordinances. and; exteriour parts of 
Religion. - . Hola cot bag TRE RED ve” | 
R—_ ſatisfied when you havedone a good work, unleſs you have 
alſo done it well; and when you have, then be careful that vain-glory, 
partiality, ſelf-conceit, or any other-folly or indiſcretion, ſnatch it not 

out of your hand; and cheat you of the reward. dt 
Becareful ſo to order your ſelf, that you fall not into temptation and 
folly in the preſence of any of 'yaur Charges 3 and: eſpecially ,that.you 
fall not into chidings and intemperate talkings, and ſudden and violent 
expreſſions : Never be apatty in clamovrs and ſcoldings, leſt your. Cal- 
ling become uſeleſs, and your Perſon: contemptible :- Ever remembring 
that if you cheaply and lightly be engag d in ſuch low uſages with, any 
3 t erſon, 
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XXIlI.. 
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XXV. 


XXVI. | 


XXIX. 


Perſon, that Perſon is ——- == loſt from all poſſibility of receiving 
much good from your Mint 


——_— 


1H. The Rales and Meaſures of Government to is uſed 


by Miniſters in therr reſpetive Cures, 


Se no violence toany man, to bring him'ts your” opinions butby 
U the word of your proper Miniſtery, by Demonſtrations of the Spi- 
rit, by rational Diſcqurſes, by excellent Examples, conftrain them to 
come in - and for other things they are tobe permitted totheir own liber- 
ty, to the meaſures of the Laws, and the condudt of their Governours. 

Suffer no quarrel in your Pariſh, and ſpeedily ſupprefs it when it is 
begun; and though all wiſe men will abſtain from interpoſing: in other 
mens affairs, and eſpecially in matters of Intereſt, which men love too 
well; yetitis your Dnty here to interpoſe, by perfwading them ta 
friendſhips, reconcilements, moderate proſecutions of their pretences 5 
and by all means you prudently can, to- bring them to peace and' bro- 
therly kindneſs. 

Suffer no houſes of Debauchery, of Drunkenaeſs or Luſt in your 
Pariſhes 3 but implore the affiftance of Authority for the ſuppreſſing of all 
ſuch meeting-places and nurſeries of Impiety - and as for places of pub- 
lick Entertainment, take care that they obſerve the Rules of Chriſtiar 
Piety, and the allowed meaſures of Laws. 

If there be any Papiſts or SeQtartes in your Parifhes, negled got fre- 
quently to confer with them in the ſpirrt of meekneſs, and'by the im- 
portunity of wiſe Diſcourſes ſeeking to gain theni; Bur ſtir up no vie- 
lences againſt them 3 but leavethem ( if they be incurable) to the wiſe 
and merciful difpofition of the Laws. ECD. 

Receive not the people todonbtful Diſputations: and let no names 
of Sets or differing Religions be kept p. amongſt you, to the diſtur- 
bance of the publick Peace and private Charity-s and teachnot the peo- 


| Ple to eſtimate their Piety by their diſtance from any Opinion, but by 


XXX, 


RRX. 
E123 tread 
en + Nhteowy. 
Vide Rom. 16, 


J7- #i)gocue 


VSVTESe 


XXXIlI. 


therr Faith in Chriſt, their Obedience to God ahd'the Laws, and their 


Love to all Chriſtian people, even though they be deceived. 
Think no man conſiderable upon the point or pretence of a tender 


| Conſcience, unlefs he live a good life,” and in all things endeavour to 


approve himſelf void of offence both towards |: God and Man : but if he 
bean humble Perſon, modeſt and taquiring, apt to learnand'defirons of 
mformations if he ſeeks forit in alf ways reaſonable and pious, and is 
obedient to Laws, then take careof him, uſe him tenderly, perſwade 
him meekly, reprove him gently, and deal mercifully with him, tilt God 
ſhall reveal that alſounto him, in which his nnavoidable trouble and his 
temptation lies. 2908 if ; 2310] 
Mark them that canſe Diviſions among you, and avoid them-: for ſuch 
Perſons are by the Scripture called \$cendels in the abftrat'; they are 


%%: Offenders and Offences too. Bur if aty man have an Opinion, 'tethim 


have it to himſelf, till he can be cur'd/of his diſeaſe by time; and coun- 
ſe], and gentle uſages. : But ifhe ſepirates from the Church, or gathers 
a Congregation, hets proud, and isfalten from the Communion of Saints, 
and the Unity of the Catholick Charch.* | 


He that obſeryes any ofhis people to be zealous, let him be careful 
-- to 


"To the Clergy. | * "mM 


to condud that zeal into ſuch channels where there is leaſt danger of in- 
conveniency 3 let him employ it in ſomething that is good 3 l«t it be 

preſs'd to fight _— fin. .. For Zealis hike a Canicerih the Breaſt 3 feed 
it with good fleſh, or it will devour the Heart. | 

Strive to get the love of the Congregation 3 but let it not degenerate XX X11, 

intopopularity. Canſethem to love you and revere you 3' to love with 

Religion, not for your compliance 5 forthe good yon dothem, nor for 

that you pleaſe them. Get their love by doing your Duty, but not by. 
omitting or ſpoiling any part of it + Ever remetnbring the ſevere words 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, Wo be fo youwhen all men ſpeak well of you. - 

| Suffer not che conimon people to prattle 'abour Religion and Queſt» XXX1LV. 
ons 5 butto ſpeak little, tro be ſwift to: hear, and flow to ſpeak; that 
they learn- to do good works for neceffary uſes,” that they work with 
their hands, that they may have wherewithal togive to them thatneed; 
that they'ſtudy to be quiet, and learn te do their own buſineſs. 

, Let every Miniſter take care thathecall upon his-Charge, that they XXXV. 
order themſelves ſo, that they leave no an; ors of their -time; but 

that every partof it be filled with'uſeſul or innocent employment. For 
where there is a ſpace without buſineſs, that ſpaces the proper time for 
danÞer and temptationz and no man is more miſerable than! he /that 
—_— not how to _ = _ = _ It : 13 Eos 

ear no mans perſon in the doing-of your Dury wiſely, and accord- IE 

ing tothe Laws * Reinenbrilng alwnye/e that a Sins of God: can:no X3XVT. 
more be hurtby all the powers of 'witkednefs,; than by the noiſe of 'a © 
Flies wing, or the chirping of aSpartow. Brethren, '[do well:foriyour 
ſelves :- do well for yourfelves as long! as you have: time 3 you know 


- 
L4 


not how-ſoon death will come. i 4 fn >. T2 
Entertain no Perſons ito your Aſſemblies from other Pariſhes, unleſs xxx v1. 
upon great occaſion, or in the deſtitution of a" Miniſter, or:by contin= . 
gency and ſeldom vilits,' or with leave: leſt the labour of thy: Brother 
be diſcouraged, andthyſelfbe thoughtito preach Chriſt out-of :eavy, * 
and not of goed will;'' nn ot ot gh att 
' Never appeal to the judgmetit ofthe people in'matters of controver- XXX VIII 
fie 3 teachthem obedience, inot a 3 teach them to be: huthble, 
notcrafty. | For without" the aid 'of falſe guides you will finÞ fone df 
them of themſelves apt enough to betroubleſome: and a queſtion-put 
intotheir heads,” andia'p tee rn. into their hands, is acputting it -: 
to their choice whetheryou ſhall be troubled by: them this week orthe 
next; for much longer you-canmpoveſtape; 1 ts | ori boo | 
_ - Let 'no Miniſter of aPariſtr incroduce'atiy' Ceremony, Rites: oGe- XXXIX, 
ſtures,' though with-fome ſeeming Piery and: Devotion, but:\wbat-are 
commanded =_ Charch, and fs meer by _ and. CO 
be wiſely: and uſefally explicated: tothe peop at ithey may nader- .''/.! / 
da yr rs 4 re ofiodeitjence'5 brvilevihbre bedanidore : 
imroducd, leſt the people be burdened: unneceſfarily; and tempted! or | 
divided: © © 290 tr 59% 07 aomn?d © rode 21s ro ftob 355; 
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Rules and «Advices 


XL. 


XLI. 


XLII. 


XEHT; 


XLV. 


- that asks of her Child what PhyGekfhe ſhall-give bi; 


IV. Rules and Advices concerning Preaching, 


Et every Minifter be diligent, in preaching the, Word of, Gad, ac- 
L cording tothe ability that God gives him: Everremembring, that 
to miniſter Gods Word unto the People is the one half of his great Of- 
fice and Employment. , dy IE | | 

Letevery Miniſter be careful that what he delivers be indeed the 
Word of God: that his Sermon be ;anſwerable.to;the. Text ; for this is. 
Gods Word, the other ought to be according to it:3; that although jn it. 
ſelf it be but the word of Man, yet: by the purpoſe; truth, and fignifi- 
cation of it, it may.it- a ſecondaty ſence be the Ward of Gad..;. 

| Do not ſpend your Sermons in general and. indefinite things, as in Ex-: 
horrations to the people to get Chriſt, tobe united to Chriſt, andthings; 
of the like unlimited ſipnificationz but tell themin. every duty, what are 
the meaſures, what: circumſtances,: what inſtruments,; and what; is the 
particular minute meaning of every general Advice. For Generals not: 
explicated do bur fill the, peoples beads: with. empty-notions, and their 
mouths with perpetual uvintelligible talk. : but; their. hearts remain,em- 
pty, and themſelves are not edified. _ bag 1011 247 

Let not the humors and: inclinationgof the people bethe meaſuresof 
your. Dofrines, but let your DoQunes' be the meaſure of their parlwa- 
fions. Let them know;from you|what: they.ought; todo 3 but if! you 
learn:from[them what-you ovghtte teach, yourwill give, but a;yery all. 
account at the day. of Judgment; of:#he . ſouls! qammitied ito.-you.: - He 
that receives from the people what heſhall-teachithem, is likeja Nurſe. 

Every Miniſter in:reproofsof fin and fingers; ought to concern-himſelf., 
inthe faults of them that are prefent,; buta6t, ob the; jaþlent; 5 n0on;i0-re- 
proofof thetimes 5 :for this can ſery&ne endÞbuyphFation and Sedition,.. 
publick Murmur and private Diſcontent 3 beſides thjþ;, at; does nothing. 
but amuſethe people 1n;the-faulty afathersg: teaching) them: ta _revide 
their. Betters., and negled the dangergefitheir avwiſbyls modligongs ; 

Asit looks like flattery. and delipriiad>preach;gothing before Magis:: 
ſtrates but the duty.:of thew peaplennd theirowmeminency 3:10 itis the: ; 
beginaing-pf Mutioy:to preach te the qiagple the dub ef their Supetions:. 
and;Supreme ;-it can-6eithet chino fren '& gpod;Nnitaiple,. nor tendite: 
a good End. Every Miniſter ought! tacpraach tp;bimPariſbky: aud urge; 
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XLVI. 


XLVIE. 


XLVIIE. 


ſhoulddoy-but: tronbledmet their head} with whatuwdrithe duty of: the)! 
EIT ——vctwkn — bis, ————— CO | 
of o (as: pants AS; 'Y atk Pldade, ! and: parti oo: 

nhaatapdrribeddic withdomanvfler(m;; poo ome rms mg DOC; ! 
ſignifie tym; neither reptoachhirbsrabn make b be ſalpetted che: 
that doth otherwiſe makes his Sermon to be a Libel, and the Mijhiftry;: 
ofRepentance an inſtrument of Revenge 3 and ſo doing he ſhall exaſpe- 
rate the man, but never amend the finner. | 

Let the bufineſs of your Sermons be to preach holy Life, Obedience, 
Peace, Love among neighbours, hearty love, tolive as the old Chriſti- 
ans did, and the new ſhould 3 to do hurt to no man, to do good to eve- 
ry man: For in theſe things the honour of God conſiſts, and the King- 
dom of the Lord Jeſus. | 

Preſs thoſe Graces moſt that do moſt good, and make the leaſt noiſe ; 

aA M6 oo | ſuch 


_ » 


ſuch as giving privately and forgiviog. publickly z.:and preſcribe the 
grace of Charity by all the meaſures of it which are given by the Apo- 
ſtle, 1 Cor. 13+ For this grace is not finiſhed by good words, nor yet by 
good works, but it is a great; building, and many. materials go to the 
ſtruture of it. It is worth your ſtudy, for it is the fulfilling of the 
Commandments. | 


Becauſe it is impoſlible that Charity ſhould live, unleſs the luſt ofthe XLIX- 


tongue be martified, let every Miniſter in his charge be frequent and ſe- 
vere againſt {Janderers, detractors. and, backbitersz for, the Crime of 
backbiting is the poiſon of Charity 3 and-yetſocommon, that it is paſs'd 
into a Proverb, | After 4 good dinner let w4 fit down and backbite our; 
neighbours. | | | PETR 
Let every Miniſter be careful to obſerve, and vehement in reproving 
thoſe faults of his Pariſhioners, of which the Laws cannot or do not 
take cogaizance, ſuch as are many degrees of intemperate drinkings, 
gluttony, riotous living, expences abovetheir ability, pride, bragging, 
lying in ordinary converſation, coyetouſneſs, peeyiſhneſs, and haſty. 
anger, and ſuchlike. For the Word of God, ſearches.deeper than the 
Laws of men 3 and many things will be hardto prove by the meaſures of 
Courts, which are cafie enough to be obſervedby the watchſul and di- 
ligent eye and ear of the Guide of, Souls. ;;  . _... - | 
In your Sermonsto the people, often ſpeak of the fpur laſt things, 
of Death and Judgment, Heaven and, Hell : of the Liſe and Death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, of Gods Mercy to repenting; finners,;; agd. his Severity, 
againſt the impeaitent 3 of the formidable: Examples, of Gods anger 
pour'd forth upon Rebels,  Sacrilegious, . Oppreliors :of Widows and. 
Qrphane, and al] perfohs guilty of. crying; ;Sips,: Theſe are uſeful, ſafe 
and profitable ; but never run into Extravagancies and Curioſities, nor. 
trouble your ſelves or them with myſterigus, Secrets 5 for there is mare 


it 
terms : Let the-Sunday Feſtival be called .the: Lords days; and pretend 
no fears from the commonyſe of words ampoglt Chriftjaps.,.. For, they, 
that make a buſineſs of the wards, of comman ulc,; an reins rod 10h, 
by. introducing a tiew word, intend. to. make. KIT no amend-, 
ment,. they ſpend themſelves in.trifles;; like: the: barren turf, that (ends. 
forth no medicinable herbs, bur ſtore of .Myſkromes 3. and, they. g1 'P 
demonſtration that they are'either 1impertinent people, anelſe,of agque-: 
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rulous 
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LV. 


LVI. 


_ LVIE. 


LVII. 


LIX. 
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LXI. 


rulous nature 3 andthat they are ready to diſturb the Church, if they 
could find occafion. 

Let every Miniſterin his charge, as much as he can, endeavour to 
deſtroy all popular errors and evil principles taken up by - his people, 
or others with whotn they converſe 5 eſpecially thoſe that direQly op- 


| poſe the indiſpenſable —_ of a holy life: let him endeavour to un- 


derſtand in what true and uſefnl fence Chriſts ative obedience is impu- 
ted to us; let him make his people fear the deferring of their Repen- 
tance, and putting it off to their death-bed 3 let him explicate the na- 
ture of Faith, ſo that it be an active and quickning principle of Charity 3 
Tet him, as much as he may, take from them all confidences that (lacken 
their obedience and diligence 3 let him teach them to impute all their 
fins to their own follies and evil choice, and fo build them up in a molt 
holy faith to a holy life 3 ever remembring that in all ages it hath been 
the greateſt artifice of Satan to hinder the increaſe of Chriſts Kingdom, 
by deſtroying thoſe things in which it does conſiſt, viz. Peace and Righ- 
teouſneſs, Holineſs and Mortification. | 

Every Miniſter ought to be careful that he never expound Scriptures 
in publick cuntrary to the known ſence of the Catholick Church, and 
particularly of the Churches of Emgland and Ireland, nor introduce any 
Dodrine againſt any of the four firſt General Councils 3 for theſe, as 
they are meaſures of truth, -ſo alſo of neceffity 3 that is, as they are 
ſafe, ſo they are ſufficient 5 and befides what is taught by theſe, no mat- 


ter of belief is neceflary to ſalvation. 
Letno Preacher bring before the people in his Sermons or Diſcourſes, 


the Arguments of great and dangerous Hereſies, though with a purpoſe 
to confute them 3 for they will much eafier retain the ObjeCtion than 
underſtand the Anſwer. ; 

 Letnot the Preacher make an Article of Faith to be a matter of dif 
pute 3 but teach it with plainneſs and ſimplicity, and- confirm it with 
eaſie arguments and plain words of Scripture,” but without objeQion 3 
let them be taught to believe, but not to argue, leſt if the arguments 
meet with a ſcrupulous perſon, it rather ſhake the foundation by curious 
inquiry, than eſtabliſh it by arguments too hard. 

et the Preacher be careful that in his Sermons he uſe no light, im- 

modeſt or ridiculous expreſſions, but what is wiſe, grave, uſeful and 
for edification 3-that when the Preacher brings truth and gravity, the 
people may attend with fear and reverence. - 

Let no Preacher envy any man that hath a greater audience, or more 
fame in Preaching than himfelf'; let himnor detratt from him or leflen 
his reputation direQly or indirefly - for he that cannot be'even with his 
brother but by pulling him down, is but adwarf ſtil] 5 and no manis the 
better for making his brother worſe. In all things deſire that Chriſt's 
Kingdom may be advancd; and rejoyce thithe is ſerved, whoever be 
the Miniſter that if you cannothave the fame of a great Preacher, yet 
| — have the reward of being a good" man; but'itis hard to miſs 
Let every Preacber in his Pariſhtake care to explicate to the people 
the Myſteries of the great Feſtivals, as of Chriſtmas, Eaſter; Aſcenfion- 
day, Whitſanday, Trinity Sunday, the Annunciation of the bleſſed 
Virgin Mary 3 becauſe thefe Feaſts containing in them the -great Funda- 
mentals of our Faith, willwith moſt advantage convey the myſteriests 
the people, and fix them mtheir memories, by the ſolemnity and circum- 
ſtances of the day. | | SIE 


In 


 Inall your Sermons and Diſcourſes ſpeak nothing of God but-what is 
honourable and gloriousz andimpute not to bim ſuch things, the con- 
fequents of which a wiſe and good man will notown : never ſuppoſe him, 
tobeauthor of fin, or the-procurer of our damnation. For God cannot 
be tempted, neither tempteth he any mai. God is true, andevery man 4 lar. 
Let no Preacher compare: one Ordinance with another as Prayer 
with Preaching, to the diſparagemenitof either 5 but uſe both in their 
proper ſeaſons, and according'to appointed Order. 
| Let no man preach for thepraiſe of men; but if you meet it, inſtant- 
ly watch and ſtand upon your guard, and pray againſt your own vanity 5 
and by an expreſs a& of acknowledgihent and adoration return the praiſe 
to God. Remember that Herod was.for the omiſfion of this ſmitten by 
an Angel 5 and do thou tremble, fearing leſt the judgment of God be 
otherwiſe than the ſentence of the people; | 


V. Rules and eAdvices concerning Catechiſm. 


"Very Miniſter is bound upon every Lords day before Evening Pray- 
JD er, to inſtruct all young people in the Creed, the Lords Prayer, the 
Len Commandments, andthe Dottrine of the Sacraments, as they are 
ſet down and explicated in the Church Catechiſn. | | 

Let a Bell be tolled when the Catechifing is to begip, that all who 
deſire it may be preſent 3 but let all the more ignorant avd uninſtrufted 
part of the people, whether they be old or youpg, be requird tobe pre- 
ſent - that no perſaa in-your Pariſhes be ignorant in-the foundati 
Religion : Ever remewbriog, that if in theſe things they be yaskilful, 
whatever is taught beſides, is like a houſe built upas the fand. 

Let every Miniſter teach his people the uſe, praftice, methods and 
benefits of meditation or mental prayer. Let them draw out for them 
belps and rules for their aſliſtance in it 3, and furniſh them with materi- 
als, concerning the life and death ofthe ever bleſicd. Jeſus, the great; 
neſs of God, our own meantieſs, the dreadful ſound of the laſt Trumpet, 
the infinite event ofthe two laſt, ſentences at doomſday -. let them be 
taught to conſider what they have been, what they arc;, 3nd what they 
ſhall be 3 and above all things what are the iſſues of eternity 3 glories 
never to ceaſe, painsnever to be - +3236 4 

Let every Miniſter exhort his people to a frequent confeſlion of their 
fins, and a declaration of the ſtate of their Souls z to a converſation wuh 
their Miniſter in ſpiritual things, to an enquiry concerning all the parts 
of their duty : for by preaching, and eatechiling, and private cuyer- 
courie, all the. needs of Souls can beſt be ſery'd 3 but þy preaching alone 

y cannot, "> dr ids gvelr: 

| Let the peaple be cxhorted ta keep Faſting days.and the Feaſts afthe 
Chutch 3 according to their reſpeQtive capacities 3 ſo it be dage without 
burden to them,and without becoming a ſnare 3 that is, that upon the ac- 
count of Religion,and holy defires to pleaſe God, they ſperid ſome time 
in Religion, beſides the Lords-day < but be-very careful that the Lords 
day be kept religiouſly,accordingto the ſevereſt meaſutes ofthe Church, 
and the commands of Authority : ever retnembring that as they give but 
little Teſtimony of Repentance and Mortification, who never faſt 3 ſo 
they give but ſmall evidence of their joy in God and Religion, who axe 


tions of 


LXIl. 


LXIV. 


LXV: 


LXVI: 


| LXVI: 


LXVIN: 


LXIX; 


unwilling ſolemnly to partake of the publick and Religious Joys ofthe | 
| et 


Chriſtian Church. 


Rules and eA vices 


Let every Miniſter be diligent in exhorting all Parents and Maſters 
to ſend their Children and Servants to the Biſhop at the Viſitation, or 
other ſolemn times of his coming to them, that they may be confirm'd : 
And lethim alſo take care that all young perſons may by underſtanding 


" the Principles of Religion, their vow of Baptiſm, the excellency of 


LXXI. 


EXXII. 


LXXlII. 
LXXIV. 


LXXV- 


LXXVI. 


LXXVIL 


Chriſtian Religion, the neceſiity and advantages of it; and of living ac- 
cording to it, be fitted and diſpoſed, and accordingly by thempreſented 
to the Biſhop, that he may pray over them, and invocate the holy Spirit, 
and miniſter the holy Rite of Confirmation. 


VI.Rules & Advices concerning theVifuation of the Sick, 


Very Miniſter ought to be careful in viſiting all the Sick and Aﬀfiit- 
E ed perſons of his Pariſh - ever remembring, that as the Prieſts lips 
are to preſerve knowledge, ſo it is his duty to miniſter a word of com- 
fort in the time of need. | 

A Miniſtes-muſt not ſtay till he be ſent for 3 but of his own accord and 
care to go to them, to examine them, toexhort them to perfettheir re- 
pentance, to ſtrengthen their faith, to encourage their patience, to per- 
ſwade themto reſignation, to the renewing of their holy vows, to the 
love of God, tobe reconcil'd to their neighbours, to make reſtitution 
and amends, to confeſs their fins,to ſettle their eſtate, to provide for their 
charges, to do aft of piety and charity , and above all things, that they 
eake carethey do not fin towards the end of their lives. For if repentance 
on our death-bed ſeem ſo very late for the fins of our life z whattime 
ſhall be left to repent us of the fins we commit on our death-bed ? 

When you comfort the afflicted, endeavour to bring them to the 
trne love of God for he that ſerves God for Gods ſake, it isalmoſg im- 


poſiible he ſhould be oppreſſed with ſorrow. 
In anſwering the caſes of conſcience of the fick or afflited people, 


conſider not who asks, but what he asks 3 and conſult in your anſwers 


more with the eſtate of his ſoul, than the conveniency of his eſtate 3 for: 
no flattery is ſo fatal as that of the Phyfician or the Divine. 

If the fick perſon enquires concerning the final eſtate of his ſoul, he 
1s to be reprov'd rather than anſwer'd 3 only he is to be called uponto 
finiſh his duty, todo all the good he can in that ſeaſon, to pray for par- 
don and acceptance 3 but you have nothing to doto meddle with paſling 
final ſentences3 neither caſt him down in deſpair, nor raiſe himup to 
vain and unreaſonable confidences. But take care that he be' not care- 
leſly diſmiſs'd. J | 

n order to theſe and many other good purpoſes, every Miniſter oughe 
frequently to converſe with his Pariſhioners 3 to go to their houſes, but 
always publickly, with witneſs, and with prudence, leſt whats charita- 
bly intended be ſcandalouſly reported: and'in all your'converſation be 
ſure togive goodexample, and upon all occaſions to give good counſel. 


VII. Of miniftring the Sacraments, publick Prayers, 
and other duties of «MArmiſters. 
Very Miniſter is oblig'd publickly or privately to read the Common 


2. Prayers every day in the week, at Morning and Evening 3 and in 
| . great 
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great Towns and populous places conveniently inbabited, it muſt be 
read in Churches, that the daily ſacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving 
may never ceaſe. | 
The Miniſter is to inſtruthe people, that the Baptiſm of their chil- LXXYlit 
dren ought not to be ordinarily deferr'd longer than till the next Sunday 
after the birth of the child 3 leſt importune and unneceſlary delay, oc- 
calion that the childdie before it is dedicated to the ſervice of God and 
the Religion of the Lord Jeſus, before it be born again, admitted to 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and reckon'd in the account of the ſecond 
Adam. | 
Let every Miniſter exhort and preſs the people to a devout and pe- 1LxxI1X,; 
riodical Communion, at the leaſt three times in the year, at the great | 
Feſtivals : but the devouter ſort, and they who have leiſure, areto be 
invited to a frequent Communion : andlet it be given and received with 
great reverence. | | _— 
Every Miniſter ought to be well skill'd and ſtudied in ſaying his O- LEXX 
fice, in the Rubricks, the Canons, the Articles, and the Homilies of 
the Church, that he may do his duty readily, diſcreetly, gravely, and 
by the publick meaſures of the Laws. Towhich alſo it is very uſeful 
that it be added, that every Miniſter ſtudy the ancient Canons of the 
Church, eſpecially the Penitentials of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Church- 
es : lethim read good Books, ſuch as are approved by publick autho- 
rity 5 ſuch which are uſeſul, wiſe and holy 5 not the ſcriblings of un- 
learned parties, but of men learned, pious, obedient and diſintereſted ; 
and amongſt theſe, ſuch eſpecially which deſcribe duty and good life, 
which miniſter to Faith and Charity, to Piety and Devotion 3 Caſes 
of Conſcience, and ſolid expoſitions of Scripture. Concerning which 
learned and wiſe perſons are to be conſulted. b: 
Let not a Curate of Souls trouble himſelf with any ſtudies but ſich LXXXT.; 
which concern his own or his peoples duty 3 ſuch as may enable himto 
ſpeak well, and to do well z but to meddle not with controverſies,- but - 
ſuch by which he may be enabled to convince the gainſayers in things 
that concern publick peace and a goodlife. Y 
Be careful in all the publick adminiſtrations of your Pariſh,that the poor LXXXIL 
be provided for. Think it no ſhame to beg for Chriſts poor members 3 
ſtir up the people to liberal alms by your word and your example. Let 
a colletion be made every Lords-day, and upon all ſolemn meetings, 
andat every Communion 3 and let the Colledion be wiſely and pi- 
ouſly adminiſtred - ever remembring, that atthe day of Judgment no- 
thing ſhall publickly be proclaimed, but the reward of alms and mer- 
C - . j 
"hat every Miniſter be ſure to lay up a treaſure of comforts and advi- LXXXIl 
ces, tobring forth for every mans need ia the day of his trouble 3 let 
him ſtudy and heap together Inſtruments and Advices for the promo- 
ting of every vertue, and remedies and arguments againſt every vice 3 
let him teach his people to make ads of vertue not only by external ex- 
erciſe, but alſo in the way of Prayer and internal meditation. 


In theſe and all things elſe that concern the Miniſters duty, if there be 
difficulty you are to repair to your Biſhop for further advice, aſliſtance 
and information. | | 
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At Lorious things are ſpoken in Scripture concerning the future 
EBS2 Reward of the Righteous3 /and all the words that are wont 
4 F to lignifie what is of greateſt Price and Value, or can re- 
Neo preſent the moſt enraviſhing Objeds of our deſites are made 
= uſe of, by the Holy Ghoſt, torecommend unto. us-this tran- 
ſcendent State of Bleſledneſs : Such are theſe 5; Rivers of Pleaſures, 4 
fountain of living water, A treaſure that can never be waſted, nor never #aher 
from us 3 An inheritance inlight, An incorruptible Crawn, A Kingdom, the 
Kingdom of God, and the Kingdom of Chriſt ; The Kingdom of Glory, 4 
Crown of Glory and Life 5 aud Righteouſneſs , and Immortality; The Viſſow 
of God, Being fill dwith all the fulneſs of God, Ax exceeding eternal weight 
of Glory,xab' urepoNlu as rrepSonlu aumnoy Baegs $otus, Words ſtrangely 
Emphartical.that cant be put into Ezglifh 3 and if they could,they would 
not be able to convey to our tminds the Notion that they defign : for it 
is too big for any Expreſlions3 and, after all that can be ſaid, we muſt re- 
ſolve with our Apoſtle, 7t does not yet appear what we ſhall be. IN 
At this Diſtance we cannot make any likely gueſſes or conjectures at 
the glory of that future ſtate. Men make very imperfet Deſcriptions of 
Countries or Cities, that never were there themſelves, nor ſaw the Pla- 
ces with their own eyes. It is not for any mortal Creature to make a 
Map of that Caxaar that lies above: It is to all us that live here on the 
hither-ſide of Death, an unknown Councrey, and an undiſcoverd 
Land. It may be, ſome Heavenly Pilgrim, that with his holy thoughts 
and ardent deſires, is continually travelling thitherward, arrives 
ſometimes near the Borders of the promis'd Land, and: the Suburbs of 
the new Jeruſalem, and gets upon the top of P3ſg4h, and there he has 
an imperfeCt Proſped of a brave Countrey, thatlies afar way off 5 but 
he can't tell how to deſcribe it, and all that he hath to ſay, to fatisfie 
the curious Enquirer, is only this, If he would know the glories of it, 
he muſt go and ſee it. It was believ'd of old, that thoſe places that lie 
under the Line, were burnt up by the continual heat of the Sun, and 
were not habitable, either by man or beaſt : But later Diſcoveries tell 
" us, that there are the moſt pleaſant Countries that the Earth canſhew 3 
inſomuch that ſome have plac'd _— 1t ſelf 1n that Climate. Sure 1 
| am, 
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am,of all the Regions of the Intelleual World, and the ſeveral Lands 
that are peopled either with Men or Angels, the moſt pleaſant Countries 
they lie under the Line,under the dire beams of the'Sun of Righteouſl- 

" neſs, where there is an eternal Day, and an eternal Spring z where isthat 
Tree of Life, that beareth twelve manner of Fruits, and yieldeth her 
Fruit every Month : Thus we may uſe Figures, and Metaphors, and Al- 
legories, and tell youof fruitful Meads, and ſpacious Fields, and wirdding 
Rivers, and purling Brooks, and chanting Birds; and ſhady Groves, and 
pleaſanfGardens,and lovely Bowers,and noble Seats,and ſtately Palaces, 
and goodly People, and excellent Laws,and ſweet Societies 3 but, this is 
but to frame little compariſons to pleaſe our childiſh fancies: and, juſt 
ſuch diſcourſes as a blind man would make concerning Colours ; ſo do 
we talk of thoſe things we never ſaw, and diſparage the ſtate whilſt we 
would recommend it. Indeed it requires ſome Saint or Angel from Hea- 
ven to diſcourſe upon the Subjet 3 and yet that would not. do neither : 
For though they might be able to ſpeak ſomething of it, yet we ſhould 
want ears to hear it.Neither can: thoſe things be declar'd but inthe lan- 
guage of Heaven, which would be little underſtood by us, the poor in- 
habitants of this lower World ; they are indeed things too great to be 
brought within the compaſs of words. Saint Pax/,when he had been rapt 
up into the third Heaven, he ſaw piuare apprra, —_ unlawful, or un- 
pollible, to be utter'd 5 and, Eye hath not ſeer, nor ear heard,nor can it en- 
ter into the heart of man to conceive, what God hath prepared for them that 
love bim; and, It does not yet appear what we ſhall be, ſaid that beloved 
Diſciple, that lay in the bolom of our Saviour. 

You will not now expeQ;that I ſhould give you a relation of that which 
eannot be utter'd, nor ſo much  corcery'd 3 or declare unto you what 
our Eagle-ſighted Evangeliſt tells us does wot yet appear. But, that you 
may underſtand,that that which ſets this ſtate of Happineſs ſo beyond the 
reach of all imagination, is only its tranſcendent excellency 3 1 ſhall tell 
you ſomething of what does already appear of it, and may be known 
concerning it. 

Firſt of all we are affur'd that we ſhall then be freed from all the evils 
and miſeries that we now labour under : Vanity and Miſery, they are 
two words that ſpeak the whole of this preſent World; the enjoymeats 
of it are dreams, and fancies, and ſhadows, and appearances 3 and.,if any 
thing be,it is only Evil and Miſery that is real and ſubſtantial. Vanity and 
folly, labour and pains,cares and fears,crofles and diſappointments, fick- 
neſs and diſeaſes, they make up-the whole of our portion here. This life 
it is begunin a Cry, andit ends in a Groan 3 and he that lives moſt hap- 
pily, his life is checker'd with black and white, and his dayes are not all 
Sun-ſhine, but ſome are cloudy and gloomy. and there is a Worm at the 
root of all his joy, that ſoon eats out the fap and heart of it; and the 
Gourd in whoſe ſhade he now ſo much pleaſes himſelf, by to morrow 
will be wither'd and gone. But Heavenis not ſubject to theſe mixtures 
and uncertainties; it is a region of calmneſs and ſerenity, and the Soul is 
there gotten above the Clouds, and isnot annoyed with thoſe ſtorms and 
tempeſts that are here below. All tears ſhall then be wiped from our 
Eyes 5 and though ſorrow may endure for the night of this World, yet 
Joy will ſpring up in the morning of Eternity. 

We are ſure we ſhall be freed from this earthly , and cloath'd with $74. 
heavenly and glorified Body. Theſe bodies of ours they are the grave 
and ſepulchres, the priſons and dungeons of our Heaven-born Souls - 

an 
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.and though we deck and adorn them,. and pride our ſclves in their beau- 
ty and comelineſs 3 yet, when all is done, they are but finks of corrup- 
tion and defilement : they ;E? us to many pains aad diſeaſes, and 
incline us tomany luſts'and . andthe more we pamperthew, - the 
greater burden they are unto our minds3 they impoſe upon our reaſons, 
and by their ſteams and yapours calt a miſt before our underſtandings 3 
they clog our affections ; and like a heavy weight depreſs us unto this 
earth, and keep us from ſoaring aloft the winged Inhabitants of 
the upper Regions : Butthoſe Robes of lightand glory , which we ſhall 
be cloath'd withall at the Reſurreftion of the Juſt, and thoſe Heavenly 
| Bodies which the Goſpel-hath then afſur'd untous, they ate not ſubjet 
to any of theſe miſchiefs and inconveniencies , but are fit and accommg- 
date inſtruments for the Soul ia ts higheſt Exaltations. And this is an 
argument that the Goſpel does dwell much upon, viz. the Redemption 
of our Bodies, that He. ſoall.chenge onr vile bodies, that they may be like 
wnto his glorious Body 3 and we are taught. to look upon it as one. great 
piece of our Reward, that. we ſhall be c/oarh'd wpor with our houſe which 
is from Heaven 5 that this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption,and this mor- 
tel immortality : that, as we have born the image of the earthly, ſo we nmſt 
bear the _—_ "y ,, 
beaver beavenly; as the firſt man was, & tyns youos, of the earth earthy. 
And thareoenel I think, the Schools put too —_ a _- upon _— 
Promiſe of the Goſpel, The ReſurreQion of our Bodies 3 and, I believe, 
it might be demonſtrated from the principles of ſound Philoſophy, That 
this Articl® of our Chriſtian Faith, which the Atheiſt makes 74 
ſport withall.isſo far from-bei ry co with agy abſurdity, that it is 
founded upon the Higheſt Reaſon : for, ſeeing we find by too great an 
experience, that the Soul has ſo cloſe and neceſlary a dependance upon 
this groſs and carthy Maſs that we now carry about with us; it may. be 
diſputed with ſome probability, whether it be ever able to atindepen- 
dently of all matter whatſoever : at leaſt, weareaſlur'd, that the ſtate 
of conjuntion is molt connatural to her 5 and that, IatelleQual pleaſure 
it ſelf 15 not only multiplied, bue the better felt, by its redundancy up- 
on the bod ſpirits : andif it beſo, then the purer and more defecate 
the Body is,the better will the Soul be appointed ſor the exerciſe of its 
nobleſt Operationsz and it will be no meaa piece of our reward hereaf- 
ter,that that which is ſowa owwea yay, an eaximel, (hall be raiſed « hea- 
venly body. Lis; ol 
We are ſure, that we ſhall then be free from ſin, and all thoſe Joohlh 
luſts and paſſions that we ate now enſlaved unto. The life of a Chriſti- 
an, it is a continual Warfare 3 and he endures many ſore conflicts,. and 
makes many ſad complaints, and often bemoans. himſelf after luch a 
manner, as this: Wo is me, that I am forcd to dwell in Maptecd., and 
to have my habitation in the Tents of Keder 3 that there ſhoul, bs 
many Goliab's within me» that defic_ the Holt of 7/-4e/ 3 ſo many i 
of Azch that hinder my entrance into; the Lend of Promiſe, and the 
Reſt of God 3 that I ſhould toil and labour among the bricks, and live 
in bondage unto theſe worſe than Egyptian Tack-Maſters. Thus daes 
be fit down by the Rivers of Babylon, and weep over thalc ruines and 
deſolations that theſe worſe than Aſlyrian Armies bave made.iothe City, 
-and Honſe of his God, And many a time does be cry outiathe bitter- 
neſs of his Soul, Wretched creature thet I am! Who ſhalt deliver we from 
this body of death? And. though, croogh his faith, and courage 999 
2 can Ys 
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conſtancy, be be daily getting ground of his Spiritual cnemics 3 yer iris 
-but by inches, and every ſtep he rakes, the muſt fight for itz and living 
as he does in an Enemies Countrey, he is forc'd alwayes to be upon his 


Guard and if he {lumber neverſo little, preſently he is ſurpriz'd by a 


watchful Adverſary. This is our portion here, and ourlot is:this ; bur 
when we arrive unto thoſe-Regions-of bliſs and glory that are above, 
we ſhall then ftand ſafely upon the ſhore, -and and ſee all our enemies, 
Pharaoh and all his Hoſt, drown'd and deſtroy'd in:the Rea-Sea, and be- 
ing deliverd from the World, 'and the F w dyes the Devil, Death, 
and Sin, and Hell, we ſhall fing the Song of Moſes, and of the Lamb, 
an Epinicion, and Song of eternal Triumph, unto the God df our Sal- 
vation. | = 

We ſhall be ſure to meet with the beſt company 'that Earth or 
Heaven affords: Good Company it is the great pleaſure of the life of 
manz And we ſhall then come #0 the innumerable company of Angels, 
and the general Aſſembly of the Church of the Firſt-born, and to the $pi- 
rits of juſt men made perfeF, and to Jeſin the Mediator of the New Co- 
venant. The Oracle tells Amelizs,, enquiring- what was become of 
Polinwy's ſoul, that he was gone to Pythagoras, and Socrates, and Plato, 
and as many as had born a part in the Quire of heavenly love. And 
I may ſay to every good-man, that he ſhall go to the Company of 


' Abraham, Tſaac, and Facob 5 Moſes, David, 'and Semnel; all the Pro- 


phets and Apoſtles, and all the holy men of God that have been in 
all the Ages of the World. All thoſe brave and excellent perſons that 


have been ſcattered at the greateſt diſtance of time and -phace, and in 


their ſeveral generations have- been the ſalt of the earth to preſerve 
mankind from utter degeneracy andcorruption'z Theſe ſhall be all ga- 
thered together, and meet in one Conſtellation in that Firmament of 
Glory. OPreclarum diem, cum ad illud divinorum animorum concili- 


"wm cetimque proficiſcar, atque ex hac turba ac colluvione diſcedam ! O that 


bleſſed day, when we ſhall make our eſcape from this medly - and confuſed 
rioe,. and ſhall arrive to that great Conncil and general Randevons, of di- 
wine and god-like Spirits !- But, -which is more than all ;-we ſball then 


meet our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Head of otir EG ſtory 


is now ſo delightful unto us, as-reporting nothing of flim , .but the 


greateſt ſweetneſs and innocence, and meekneſs and patience, and 


mercy and tenderneſs , and benignity- and goodneſs, - and whatever 
can render any perſon lovely or amiablez and who , out of his dear 
love and deep compaſſion unto mankind,  gave'up himfelf unto the 
death for us men, and for ourfalvation. -And if Saint Auguſtine made 
it one of his Wiſhes, to have feen Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh; how much 
more defirable is it , to ſee him {out 'of his terreſtrial 'weeds , in his 
robes of Glory , with all his redeemed Ones about:him! And this I 
cannot but look upon, as a great Advantage and priviledge of that 


Future State 5 for I am not- apt to-ſwallow' down that Conceit of the 


Schools, that we ſhall ſpend Eternity in gazing 'uponthe naked Deity ; 
for certainly the happineſs of man confiſts in having all his faculties, 
in their due ſubordinations , gratified with'their proper: objects 3 and 
I cannot but believe, a-great part of Heaven to: be the -bleſt Society 
that is there 5 Their cnraviſhing beauty, that is to ſay ,. their inward 
life and perſeftion, flowring forth and raying it ſelf thorow their glo- 
rified bodies 5 The rare diſcourſes wherewith.they. entertain one ano- 


ther3 The pure 'and chaſt and ſpotleſs , and yet moſt: ardent Love, 


Ms where- 


pe; 
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whetewith they embrace cach atherz; The ecltatick Devotions wherein 
they joyn together: and” certainly every pious.and devoutſoul' will 
readily acknowledge witty ine,; that it muſt needs be matter of anſpeakas 
ble pleaſure,to be taketwinto the Quiire of Angels and Seraphimg,and the 
glorious Company of the Apoſtles, and the goodly Fellowſhip of the 
Prophets , and the noble: Army of . Martyrs and to joyo with them in 
ſinging Praiſes, and Hallelujahs,and Songs of joy,and Triuniph unto our 
great Creator and Redeemer, the: Father of Spirits, and the Lover-of 
Souls, unto him that fits upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. | | 1-27 by 

We are ſure we ſhall then have our capacities fill'd, and all our-deſires 
anſwered , They hunger no more," neither thirſt any more; for, the Lamb 
which is in the midſt of the Throne ſhall feed them, and ſpall lead ther wn 
to living fountains of waters. What Jaſt degrees of perfeRtion;and hap» 
pineſs the nature of manis capable of, we may beſt underſtand; (by wiew- 
10g it in the perſon of Chriſt, taken/into the neareſtunion with. Divini: 
ty, and made God's Vicegerent in the World, and the Head-and Go- 
vernour of the whole Creation. In this our narrow and contraQed 
ſtate we are apt tothink too meanly of our ſelves,and do not underſtand 
the dignity of our own Natures,what we were made for, and fyhat weare 
capable of: but, as Platizws ſomewhere obſerves, We are like Children, 
from our birth brought up in ignorance of, and at a greatdiſtance from, 
our Parents and Relations 3 and bavye forgot the Noblenefs'of our Ex+ 
traction, and rank our ſelves and our fortunes among the lot af-Beggers, 
and mean and ordinary perſons3 though-we are the off- fpring of: a-great 
Prince, and were borntaa Kingdom. It doesindeed become creatures 
to think modeſtly of themſelves 5 yet,.if we conſider it aright, it will be 
found very hard, to'ſet any bounds or liniies ta our own happineG,..aad 
ſay, Hitherto it ſhall ariſe, and no further; : For that wherein; the happi- 


neſs of Man conſiſts, ws, Truth and Goodnefs, the Communication of 


the Divine Nature, and the Illapſes of Divine Laves, it does not cloy, 
or glut,or ſatiate 5 but every participation:of them does widen and en- 
large our Souls, and fits us for further and further Receptions; the more 
we have, the more we are capable of 3. the. more we are fill'd, the more 
room is made in our Spirits .and:thus it is ftill and ſtill, even-till we-ar- 
rive unto ſuch degrees as we can afſigy-no meaſuresunto}. ) !, * + 


| We ſhall then be made like unto God, 'H omrragits uy iripproiaeres 
& ph Teva Th owCopiyer 5. laidtheidreopegite, Salvation can.no-otber- 


wayes be accomplith'd;- but by. becoming: God:like3 .1t does: uat:/2ct 


appear what we ſball' be ; but when he: ſhall <a { be like brov.5 
ſayes our Evangeliſtz forwe ſhall: ſee bins os be 12... There is no feting 
God as he is, but by becoming like nuto:him3 not'is there any injoyi 
of bim, but by being transformed: into his: Image and Similitutle:- Mea 
uſually have very ſtrange Notions concerning: God,' and: the: enjoy+ 
ment of him 3 or rather, theſe are:-words, to which: there is no corre- 
fpondent conceptiofh/in their minds: but if we would underſtand God 
aright,: we muſt look: upon him as! Jofinite Wiſdom; Righreouſhneb, 
Love , -Goodne(s , and whatever ſpeaks/any thing -of Beauty: and;Per- 
ſetion3:and if we'pretend-to worſhip him, it muſt be by loving and 
adoring his tranſcendene Excellenties3 and if we hope to- enjoy lin 
it ' muſt -be by.conformity unto him; *y participation of his: —_— 
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The frame and conſtiturion of things is ſuch, that it.is impoſlible that Mary 
ſhould arrive to happineſs any other way. And, if the Soveraignty of 
God ſhoulddiſfpenſe with our obedience, the Nature of the thing would 
not permit'us to be happy without its If we live oaly the Animal Life, 
we may indeed be happy , as Beaſtsare happy 3/ but the Happineſs that 
belongs to a Rational and Intellectual Being,can never be attain'd but in 
a way of holineſs and conformity unto the Divine Will : for, ſuch a 
temper and diſpoſition of mind is neceſlary nnto Happineſs, not by ver- 
tue of any arbitrarious conſtiturion of Heaven, but, the eternal Laws of 
Righteouſneſs, and immutable reſpetts of things, dorequire and exat it : 
Yea, I may truly ſay, That God and Chriſt, withoutus, cannot make us 
happy : forwe are not conſcious to our ſelves of any thing, but only the 
operations of our own minds 3 and tis not the perſon of God and Chriſt, 
but their Life and Nature, wherein conſiſts our formal Happineſs : For, 
Whar is the happineſs of God himſelf, but only that pleature and fatis- 
faction that reſults froma ſenſe of his Infinite perfeftions ? And how is 
it poflible for a Creature to be more happy, than by partaking of that, 
in its meaſure and proportion, which is the happineſs of God him- 
ſelf. FE -f | | 


The Soul, being thus prepar'd, ſhall live in the Preſence of God, and 
lieunder the influences and illapſes of Divine Love and Goodneſs 3 Fe- 
ther, 1 will that they whom thou haſt given me be with me where 1 am, that 
they may behold my glory. They that fight manfully under the-Banners 
of Heaven, and overcome their ſpititual Enemies, They ſhall eat of the 
hidden Manna, and become Pillars in the Temple of God, and ſhall go no more 
out - They ſhall ſtand before the Throne of God continually , and ſerve hin 
Day. and Night in his Temple, and be that ſitteth on the Throne ſhall dwell 
among ft them. God ſhall put underthem his everlaſting Arms, and car- 
ry them in his Boſom, and they fhall ſuck'the full Breaſts of eternal 
Goodneſs :: For now there is nothing can hinder the moſt near and inti- 
mate conjunction of the Soul with-God 3 for,thiogs that are alike, do ea- 
fily mingle with one another: but'the mixture that is betwixt Bodies, 


| be they never ſo homogeneal, ' comes but:to:an External-Touch ; for 


their-parts can never runup into'oneanother. But there is no ſuch &y- 
TiTvTia, Or reſiſtance, amongſt ſpiritual Beingsz and we are eſtranged 
from God ( & Terw,gax treepriyri'x) Irapopa ) not by diſtance of Place, 
but by difference and diverfity of Nature, and when that is remov'd, He 
becomes preſent to us, and weto him? '©5s zpappozar 2; 0109 epalada; 5 
S$17yey Prov 0pa0rTyrTHY EC like the'Magritzdines copgrae inthe Mathema- 
ticks, Quando prima primis, wediauuediis, extremaextreas,partes denique 
partibav n/Tuequaq; reſpondent,Each of whoſe partsdo exattiyanfwer ons 
to the other. This therefore is the Soul's progreſs from that ſtate of Purga- 
tionto lamination, and fo to Vries: There arefeveral facultiesin the 
Soul of Man, that are conformed'to ſeveral kinds/of obje&ts 5: and, ac- 
cording to that Life a man is awaked into, fo'theſe faculties do exert 
themſelves: and though whilſt we live barely an- Animal Life,' we con- 
verſe with little more than this outward World; and the objefts. of our 
Senfes5 yetthere are faculties.within us that are receptive-of God, and 
when we arrive once unto a due meaſure of Purity of Spirit, the Rayes 
of Heavenly Light will as certainly! ſhine into-our Minds, as the beams 
of the Sun, whea it ariſes above the: Horiſon, do illuminate the clear and 
pellucid air : And from this fight and illumination; :the Soul proceeds ta 
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an intimate union withGod,and toa teſt and taxch of him. This is that Jou- 
X©- Teys ix&yoveraqn, that flert touch with God, that: fills the Soul with 
unexpreſiible joy and triumph: For,if the abjets of this ouward world 


that ſtrike upon out ſenſes do ſo hugely pleaſe and delight us3 What 


infinite pleaſure then muſt there needs be in thoſe Touches and Impreſ- 
ſes,that the Divine Love and Goodneſs ſhall make upon our Souls * But 
theſe are things that we may.talk of, as we would doof a fixth Senſe, or 


ſomething we have no diſtin Notion or Idza of 3 but the perfett under- 


ſtanding of them belongs only to the future ſtate of Comprebenſion. 


| Laſtly, we ſhall have our Knowledge, and our Love, which are the 
moſt perfe& and beatifying Ads of our Minds, employed about their 
nobleſt objects in their moſt exalted Meaſures 3 For a Man 'to reſolve 
himſelf in ſome knotty Queſtion , or.anſwer ſome ſtubborn Argument, 
or find out ſome noble Concluſion, or ſolve ſome hard Probleme, what 
incfiable pleaſure does it create many times to a contemplative: mind ? 
We know, who ſacrific'd a Hecatomb for one Mathematical Demon- 
ſtration3 and another that upon the like occafioncry'd out, fvpnza, to- 
pnxa, in a kind of Rapture. To havethe ſecrets of Nature diſclos'd, 
and the myſteries of Art reveal'd 5 but above all, the Riddles of Pro- 
vidence unfolded, are ſuch Jewels as I know many ſearching and .inqui- 
ſitive Spirits would be willing to purchaſe at any rates When we:come 
to Heaven ( Iwill not ſay, we fhall ſee all things in the mirror of Di- 
vinity, for that it may be 1s an Extravagancy of the Schools; nor, that 
any one true Propoſition through the concatenation of Truth, will then 
multiply it ſelf into the explicit knowledge of all Concluſions whatſo- 
ever,for I belive that a Fancy too, but) our Knowledge ſhall be ſtrange- 
Iy enlarg'd, and, for ought I can determine, be for ever receiving new 
Additions , and freſh Accruements;3 The Clew of Divine Providence 
will then be unravell'd, and all thoſe Difficulties which now perplex us, 
will be eafily aſſoyl'd, and we ſhall then perceive that the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, is a vaſt and comprehenſive Thing, and movesin a 
far larger Sphere than we are aware of in this ſtate of narrowneſs and 
imperfeCtion : But there is ſomething greater and beyond all thisz and 
Saint John has a ſtrange Expreſſion, That we ſhall then ſee God even as 
{ heisz and God, we know, is the well-ſpring of Perfection and Happi- 
neſs, the Fountain and Original of all Beauty 3 heis infinitely glorious, 
and lovely, and excellent 5 and if we fee him as he is,all this Glory muſt 
deſcend into us and become ours : for we canno otherwayes ſee God 
( as I ſaid before ) but by becoming Deiform, by being changed into the 
{ame Glory. But love, that is it, which makes us moſt happy, and by 
that we are moſt intimately conjoynd unto God, For he that dwelleth ir: 
Love, dwelleth in God, and God in him : And how pleaſant beyond all 
imagination muſt it needs be, to have the Soul melted.into a flame of 
Love, and that Fire fed and nouriſh'd by the enjoyment of its Beloved 3 
To betranſported into Ecſtafies, and Raptures of Lave 3 to beſ\wallow'd 
up in the embraces of eternal Sweetneſs 3 to be loſt in the Source and 
Fountain of Happineſs and Bliſs,like a ſpark in the Fite,or a beam inthe 
Sun, or drop in the Ocean. 


It may be you will tell me, I have been all this while confutiag_iny | 


Text, and giving you a Relation of that which Saint John tells us, does 
zot yet appear what it is But my deſign has beenthe ſame with the Holy 
'F4  Evangeliſts; 
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Evangeliſt's 3 and that is, to repreſent unto. you how tranſcendently 
reat that State of Happineſs muſt needs be 3 when as, by what way we 
are able to apprehend of it, it is infinitely the objeCt of our deſires ; and 


yet weare allur'd by thoſe that are beſt able to tell, That the beſt and 


greateſt part of the Countrey 1s yet undiſcovered,and that we cannot ſo 
much as gueſs at the pleaſure of it, till we come to enjoy it : And indeed 
it is impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe 3 for, Happineſs being a matter of 
Senſe, all the words in the World cannot convey the Notion of it unto 
our Minds, and it is only to be underſtood by them that feel it ; pixare 
ImiHuny 5 CVyEC Hs BxEvv, purDe KATE ONO W, WOTER TH AAAG VONTA, bAAK KATE 
Fapeoiay TGA XPEHT ova 


But though it does not yetappear what we ſhall be; yet ſomuch al- 
ready appears of it,that it cannot but ſeem the moſt worthy Objett of our 
Endeavours and Defires 3 and by ſome few Cluſters that have been ſhewn 
us of this good Land, we may gueſs what pleaſant and delightful Fruit it 
bears : Andif we have bur any reverence of our ſelves, and will but 
conſider the dignity of our Natures , and the vaſtneſs of that Happineſs 
we are capable of 3 me thinks we ſhould be alwayes travelling towards 
that Heavenly Countrey,though our way lies through a Wilderneſs: and 
be ſtriving for this great Prize and immortal Crown 3 and be clearing 
our eyes,and purging our fight,that we may cometo this Viſion of God ; 
ſhaking off all fond paſſions, and dirty deſires, and breathing forth our 
Souls in ſuch Aſpirations as theſe : 


My Soul thirſteth for thee,O Lord,ina dry and barren Land,where no 
Wateris 3 O that thou would'ſt ſtiſti], and drop down the Dew of thy 
Heavenly Grace into all its ſecret Chinks and Pores 3 One thing have I 
defired of the Lord,that will I (eek after, That I may dwell ia the Houſe 
of the Lord all the dayes of my Life, and behold his Glory : for aday in 
thy Courts is better than a thouſand, and I had rather be a Door-keeper 


 tathe Houſe of the Lord, than dwell in the Tents of Wickedneſs. All 


the Kings of the Earth, they are thy Tributaries3 the Kings of Tar/d;/h, 


 andof the Ifles, bring Preſents unto thee 3 the Kings of $heba and Seba 


offer Gifts. O that we could but pay thee,that which is ſo due unto thee, 
the tribute of our Hearts! The Heathen are come into thine Inheritance 
thy holy Temple have they defil'd : Help us, O God of our Salvation, 
and deliver us,and purge away our fins from us, for thy Names ſake / O 
that the Lord whom we ſeek, would come to his own Houſe, and give 
Peace there, and fill it with his Glory ! Come and cleanſe thine own 
Temple, for we have made ita Den of Thieves, which ſhould have been 
a Houſe of Prayer ! Othat we might never giveſleep to our eyes, nor 
flumber roour eye-lids, till we have prepar'd a Houſe for the Lord, and a 
Tabernacle forthe God of Facob / The Curſe of Caiz it is fallen upon 
us, and we areas Vagabondsin the Earth; and wander from one Crea- 
ture to another. O that our Souls might come at laſt to dwell in God, 
our fixed and eternal Habitation ! We, like filly Doves,fly up and down 
the Earth, but can find no reſt for the Sole of our feet 3 O that, after all 


. our wearinels and our wandrings , we might return into the Ark 5 and 


that God would put forth his hand and take us, and pull usin unto Him- 
ſelf ! We have toolong lived upon Vanity and Emptineſs, the wind and 
the whirl-wind 3 O that we may now begin to feed upon Subſtance, and 
delight our ſelves in Marrow and Fatneſs ! O that God would ſtrike our 


rocky 
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rocky Hearts, that there might ſpring up a Fountain in the Wilderneſs, 
and Pools in the Deſart 3 that we might drink of that Water , whereof 
whoſoever drinks, ſhall never thirſtmorez that God would give us that ' - 
Portion of Goods that falleth to us, not to waſte it with riotous living, 
but therewith to feed our languiſhing Souls, leſt they be weary and faint 

' by the way! We ask not the Childrens Bread, bur the Crums that fall 
from thy Table 3 that our Baskets may be filld with thy Fragments : 
for they will be better than Wine, and ſweeter than the Honey, and the 
Honey-Comb, and more pleaſant to us than a Feaſt of fat things. We 
have wandred too long in a barren , and howling Deſare, where wild 
Beaſts, and doleful Creatures, Owls and Bats,” Satyrs and Dragons, keep 
their haunts3 O that we might be fed in green Paſtures; and led by the 
ſtill Waters, that the Winter might be paſt, aud the Rain over and gone, 
that the Flowers may appear on the Earth , and the time of the ſinging 
of Birds may come, and the Voice of the Turtle may be heard in our 
Land ! We have lived toolong in Sodom, which is the placethat God at 
laſt will deſtroy : O that we might ariſe and be gone 3 and, while we 
are lingring , that the Angels of God would lay hold upon our hands 
C and be merciful unto us) and bring us forth, and ſet us without the 
City 3 and that we may never look back any more, but may eſcapeunto 
the Mountain, and dwell ſafe in the Rock of Ages ! Wiſdom hath killed * 
her Beaſts.ſhe hath mingled her Wine, and furniſhed her Table; O that 
we might eat of her Meat , and driak of her Wine which ſhe hath min- 
gled! God knocks at the doors of our Hearts 3 O let us open unto bim 
thoſe everlaſting Gates, that he may Sup with us, and we with him ; for 
he will bring his Chear along with him ,' and will feaſt us with Manna, 
and Angels food ! O that the Sun of Righteouſneſs might ariſe and melt 
the Icineſs of our Hearts ! That: God would ſend forth his Spirit, and 
with his warmth and heat diſſolve our frozen Souls 3 that God would 
breath into our minds, thoſe ſtill and gentle Gales of Divine Infpirati- 
ons, that may blowufy, and increaſe in us the flames of heavenly Love ! 
That we may be a whole burnt-Offering , and all the ſubſtance of our 
Souls be conſumed by fire from Heaven, and aſcend up in Clouds of In- 
cenſe ? That, as ſo many ſparks,we might be alwayes mounting upward, 
till we return again into our proper Elements !-That, like ſo many pat- 
ticular Rivulets, we may be continually making toward theSea, and ne- 
yer reſttill we loſe our ſelves in that Ocean of Goodneſs, from whence 
we firſt came ! That we may open our Mouths wide , that God may ſa- 
tisfie them ! That we may ſo perfetly diſcharge our ſelves of all ſtrange 
Defires and Paſſions,that our Souls may be nothing elſe but adeep Empti- 
neſs and vaſt Capacity to be fill'd with all the fulneſs of God !. Let but 
theſe be the breathings of our Spirits, and this: Divine Magnetiſm will 
moſt certainly draw down God into our Souls, and we ſhall have ſome 
Przlibationsof that Happineſs3 ſome ſmall glimpſes, andlittle diſcoveries 


whereof, is all that belongsto this ſtate of Mortality. 
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Have as yet done but the half of my Text: and I have another 
Text yet to .preach upon ,, and a very large and copious one, The 
reat Perſon, whoſe Obſequies we here come to celebrate : His fame 1s 
i great throughout the World, that he ſtands in no need of an Encomium 3 
and yet his worth is much greater than his fame Ir is impoſſible not to 
ſpeak great things of him, and yet it is impoſſible to ſpeak what he de- 
ſerves3 and themeanneſs of an Oration will but fully the brightneſs of 
his Excellencies :. But Cuſtom requires that ſomething ſhould be faid, 
and it isa Duty and a Debt that we owe only unto his Memory : and1 
hope, his great Soul, if it hath any knowledge of what is done here below, 
will not be offended at the ſmallneſs of our Offering. 


He was born at Cambridge, and brought up in the Free-School there, 
and wasripe for the Univerſity , afore Cuſtom would allow of his Ad- 
mittance3 but by that time he was Thirteen years old, he was entred in- 
to Caizs-Colledge 3 and as ſoon as he was Graduate, he was choſen fel- 
low. Had he lived amongſt the ancient Pagans he had been ulhber'd into 
the World with a Miracle, and Swans muſt have danc'd and lung at his 
Birth 3 and he muſt have been a great Hero, and no le's than the Son of 
Apollo,the God of Wiſdom and Eloquence. | 

He was a Man langaſore he was of Age3;' and knew little more of 
the ſtate of Childhood, than its Innocency and Pleaſantneſs. From the 
Univerſity, by that time:he was Maſter of Arts, he removed to Londox, 
and became publick Lecturer in the Church of Saint Paxl's 3 where he 

preached to the admiration. and aſtoniſhment of his Auditory 3 and by 
his florid and youthful beauty , and {weet and pleaſant air, and ſublime 
and rais'd diſcourſes, he made his hearers take him for ſome young An- 
gel, newly deſcended from the Viſions.of Glory 3 The fame of this new 
Star, that out-ſbone. all the reſt of the Firmameat, quickly came to the 
notice of the great Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, who would needs have 
him preach before him 5 which he performed not leſs to his wonder than 
ſatisfaGion 3 His diſcourſe was beyond exception,and beyond imitation : 
as the wiſe Prelate thought him too young but the great Youth 

umbly begg'd his Grace to pardon that fault, and promiſed, if he livd, 
he would mend it. However the grand Patron of Learning and Inge- 
nuity.thought it for the advantage of the World, that ſuch mighty Parts 
ſhoyld be afforded better opportunities of ſtudy and Improvement, than 
a courſe of conſtant preaching would allow of; and to that' purpoſe he 
placed him in his own Colledge of A4/l-Soxls in Oxford ; where Love and 
Admiration {till waited upon him: which fo long as there is any ſpark of 
_——_— in the breaſts.of men, muſt needs be the inſeparable Attendants 
of-ſo extraordinary a worth and ſweetneſs. He-had not been long here, 
aforemy Lordof Canterbury beſtowed upon him the;jRefory of Uphing- 
bam in Rutland-ſhire,and ſoon after preferr'd him to be Chaplain to King 
Charles the Martyr of bleſſed and immortal Memory. Thus were prefer- 
ments heaped upon him, but ſtill leſs than his deſerts ; and that not through 
the fault of his great Maſters, but becauſe the ampleſt Honours and Re- 
wards were poor and inconfiderable, compar'd with the greatneſs of his 
Worth and Merit. 

This Great Man had no ſooner launch'd into the World, but a fear- 
ful Tempeſt aroſe, and a barbarous and unnatural War diſturb'd 
a long and uninterrupted Peace and Tranquillity , and brought all 

| things 
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_ things into diſorder and confufionz but his Religion taught him to be 

Loyal, and ingag him on his Prince's fide, whoſe Cauſe and Quarrel he 
alwayes own'd and maintain'd with a great courage and Eoaſtancy 3 till 
at laſt,he and his little Fortune were fhipwrackt in that great Hurriceve, 
that overturn'd both Church and State : This fatal Storm caſt him aſhore 
1n a private corner of the World,and a tender Providence ſhrowded him 
under her Wings, and the Prophet was fed in the Wilderneſs 3 and his 
. great worthineſs procur'd him friends , that ſupplied him with bread and 
neceſlaries. In this Solitude he began to write thole excellent Diſcour- 
ſes, which are enough of themſelves to furniſh a Library, and will be fa- 
mous to all ſucceeding Generations, for their greatneſs of Wit, and pro- 
foundneſs of Judgmeat, and richneſs of Fancy, and clearneſsof Expreſſi- 
on,and copiouſaeſs of Invention, and general uſctulneſs to all the purpo- 
ſes of a Chriſtian : And by theſe he ſoon got a great Reputation among 
all perfons of Judgment and Indifterency,and his Name will grow greater 
ſtil}, as the World grows better and wiſer. 


When he had ſpent ſome Years in this Retirement, it pleas'd God to 
viſit his Family with Sickneſs, and to taketo himſelf the dear Pledges of 
his Favour, three Sons of great hopes and expe&ations, within the ſpace 
of two or three Months : And though he had learned a quiet Submiſſi- 
on unto the Divine Will 3 yet the Atfiiction touch'd him ſo ſenſibly, that 
it made him defirous toleave the Countrey 3 And going, to Loxdox, he 
there met my Lord Conway, a Perſon of great Honour and Generofity 5 
who making him a kind Proffer, the good man embraced it, and that 
brought him overiato Ireland, and ſetled him at Porimore, a place made 
for Study and Contemplation, which he therefore dearly lov'd ; arid 
here he wrote his Caſes of Conſcience : A Book that is able alone to give 
its Author Immortality. - | 

By this time the Wheel of Providence brought about the King's hap- 
py Reſtauration, and there begana new World, and the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the Waters,and out of a confuſed Chaos —_ 
forth Beauty and Order, and all the Three Nations were inſpir'd with a 
new Life,2nd became drunk with an exceſs of Joy : Among the reſt,this 
Loyal Subje& went overto congratulate the Prince and Peoples Happi- 
neſs, and bear a part in the Univerſal Triumph. Ls 
It was not-long ere his Sacred Majeſty began the ſettlement of the 
Church,and the great Door Jeremy Taylor was reſolv'd upon for the 'Bi- 
ſhoprick of Down and Conor; and not long after, Dromore was added to 
it.: andit was but reaſonable- that the King and Church ſhould conſider 
their Champion, and reward the pains-and ſufferings he under-went in 
the Defence of their Cauſe and Honour. With what, care and faithful- 
neſs he diſcharg'd his Office, we are all his-Witneſſesz what good Rules 
and Directions he gave his Clergy, and-how-he taught us the pratice of 
them by his own Example. Upon his coming over Biſhop, he was made a 
Privy-Councellor ; and:the Univerſity of, D«bliz gave himtheir Teſti- 
mony,by recommending; bim for their Vice-Chancellor : which honou- 
rable Office he kept to his dying day. .: |. © 01085 Baa tc) 

During: his being in this $ee, he wrote ſeveral excellent Diſcourſes, 
particularly his Diſſwaſive from Popery (which was receiv'd by a general 
approbation3/) and a Yirdication of it, (now in the Preſs ) from ſome 
impertinent Cavillers , that'pretend to. anſwer Books , when there. 1s 
rothing towards it , more than the very-:77#e-page.. This great FR” 
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lateimprov'd his Talent with a mighty Induſtry, and managed his Stew- 
ardſhip rarely well; and his Maſter, when he call'd for his Accounts, 
found '/him bufie and at his Work, and employed upon an excellent 
SubjeR, 4 Diſconrſe upon the Beatitndes 5 which, if finiſht, would have 
been of great uſe to the World, and folv'd moſt of the Caſes of Con- 
ſcience that occur toa Chriſtian, 1n all the varieties of ſtates and condi- 
tions. | But the All-wiſe God hath ordained it otherwiſe , and hath 
called home his good Servant, to give him a portion in that Blefledneſs 
that Jefus Chrift hath promiſed to all his faithful Diſciples and -Fol- 
ſowers. | | 

Thus having given youa brief Account of his Life, I know you will 

now expect a character of his Perſon; bur I fore-ſee, it will befal him, 
as it does all Glorious Subjects, that are but diſparaged by a commenda- 
tionz Onething 1 am ſecure of, that I ſhall notbe thought to ſpeak Hy- 
perbole'z 3 for the SubjeQ can hardly be reached, by any expreſſions : 
For he was none of God's ordinary works, but his Endowments were ſo 
many, and ſo great, asreally made him a Miracle. | 

Nature had befriended him much in his Conſtitution; for he was a 
perſon of a moſt ſweet and obliging Humour, of great Candour and In- 
genuity 3 and there was ſo much of Salt and fineneſs of Wit, and pretti- 
neſs of Addreſs in his familiar Diſcourſes, as made his Converſation have 
all the pleaſantneſs of a Comedy.,and all the uſefulneſs of a Sermon : His 
Soul was made up of Harmony, and he never ſpake, but he charm'd his 
Hearer,not only with the clearneſs of his Reafon 3 but all his Words, and - 
his very Tone, and Cadencies were ſtrangely Muſical. 

But, That which did moſt of all captivate and earaviſh, was, The gaie- 
ery and richneſs of his Fancy 3 for he had much in him of that natural En+- 
thufjaſm, that inſpires all great Poets and Orators3z and there was a ge- 
nerous ferment in his Blood and Spirits,that ſet his Fancy bravely a work, 
and madeit ſwell,and teem,and become pregnant to ſuch degrees of Lux- 
uriancy,as nothing but the greatneſs of his Wit and judgment,could haye 
kept it within due bounds and meafures. -/ rt 

And indeed it was a rare Mixture , and-a finple Inftance-, hardly to 


be found in an'Age : for the great Tryer of ' Wits has told us , That 


there-is a peculiar and ſeveral Cowplexior, requir'd for Fit, and Judg- 
meng,and Fancy 5 and yet you might have found all thele,: in this great 


\ Perſonage 5 in their Eminency and Perfedtion. But that which made 


his Wit and Judgment ſo conſiderable , was the largeneſs and: freedom 
of his Spirit , for truth is plain and eafie to a mind dif-intangled from 
Superſtition and Prejudice 5 He was one of the 'ExAexTmoi, a fort: of 
brave” Philoſophers that Laerrws ſpeaks of, that did not addi them+ 
felves to any particular Sed, but ingeniouſly fought for Truth among 
all-the wrangling Schools and they found-her miſerably torn and rent 
ropicces, and parcell'd into Rags, by the ſeveral contending Parties, 
and ſo disfigur'd'and miſhapen;, "that it was. hard to know her ; but 
they made a ſhift to gather up her ' ſcatter'd 'Limbs, which as ſoon as 
they came together, by aſtrange-fympathy and connaturalneſs , pre- 
ſently united into a lovely and beautiful body. This was the Spirit 
of this Great'Man 5 he weighed''mens Reaſons, and not their Names, 
and was not ſcared with the ugly Vizars men uſually put'upon Perſons 
they hate, and'Opinions they diſlike 3 nor affrighted: with-the Ana» 
thema's and Exeerations of ' an'infallible Chair, which he look d upon 
only as Bug-bearsto terrifie weak, and childiſh minds. He confidered 
| that 
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that it isnotlikely any one Party-ſhould wholly-engroſs Truth to them 


ſelves 3 that Obedience is the only' way to true Knowledge 3 (Cwhich'is 
it argument that he has manag'd rarely well, ia that excellent Sermon 
of his, which he calls,'75e Intelligentie 3) that God alwayes, 'and 6nly 
teaches docible and ingenuous minds; that are willing to hear, and ready 
to obey according to-their Light'z that it is impoſlible, a pure, humble, 


reſigned, God-like Soul, ſhould be kept out of Heaven, whatever" mi- 


ſtakes it might be ſubje@ to 'inthisſtate of Mortality 3 *that the defigh 
of Heaven 1s'not to fill mens heads;7:ahd feed their Curioſities', bit to 
better their Hearts, and mend their Lives. Such Conſiderations as theſe, 
made him impartial. in his Diſquifitions, and give a due allowatice to 
the Reaſons of his Adverſary, and contend for Truth, and not for Vi- 
ory. 't | 91 i "ne | 346 

And now you will eaſily believe that an ordinary Diligence would be 
able to make great Improvements:upon"fuch a Stock: of Parts arid -En- 
dowments; but to theſe advantages of Nature, and excellency of his 
Spirit,he added an indefatigable Induſtry, and God gave a plentiful Be- 
nediCtion : for, there were very few Kinds of Learning, but he was a 
Aſyſtes,and a great Maſter in them: 'He was a rare Humaniſt,and hugely 
versd in all the polite parts of Learning 3 and had throughly coricot- 
ed all:the ancient Moraliſts, Greek and Roman, Poets and Orators 3 and 
was notunacquainted with the refined Wits of the later Ages, whether 


2 


Buthe had not only the Accompliſhments of a Gentlertian,but fo uhi- | 


-verſal were his Parts, that they were proportioned toevery thing 3 and 
though his Spirit and Humour were made up of | Smoothneſs and Gen- 
tleneſs, yer he could bear with' the Harſhneſs and 'Roughneſs of the 
Schools; and was notunſeen in their Subtiltics and Spinofities; and upots 
occaſion could make them ſerve his:purpoſe 5 and yet, I believe; he 
thought many of them very near a kin tothe famous Knight of the 2dar- 


cha, and would make ſport ſometimes with' the: Romantick Sophiſtry, 


and phaataſtick Adventures of School-Errantry.': His Skill was great, 
both in the Civil and Canon'Law,and-Cafuiſtical Divinity 3 atid he'was 
a-rare ConduQor. of. Souls, and knew: how to Counſel, and to Adviſe 3 
to ſolve Difficulties, iand determine Cafes, and =_ Conlciences.” And 
he was/no Novice in Mr. 7. 8. new Science of Controverſte 5 a 
manage an Argument, . and Reparties: with.a {ſtrange dexterity';'He un- 
derſtood-what the. ſeveral ' Parties -irs Chriſtendom: have to- fay- for 
themſelves; and could plead their Cauſe. to- better advantape'than' any 
Advocate of their Tribe: and when he'had:donehe could confiite'thery 
too 3 and ſhew, That better Argumerits than ever they couldiproduce 
for-themſelves , would afford no ſufficient ground'/for *their fond Opi- 
1 30 


nions. ES => Su 
coompliſhments through 

the various Kinds of Literature : Iſball contentmy ſelf to add'only'his 

great Acquaintance with the Fathersand Ecclefiaſtical'Writers, 4nd the 


of England from the'Challenge of Innovation , and-proveher'to be'truly 
Ancient, Catholick, and Apoſtolical: : 4 no 0 OE i gror 
But Religion and 'Vettue is the.Crown of all 'other ken; - 
ments 3' and it was: the: Glory of this great:man,;to'be'thoupht + Chr 
ſtian, *and whatever youadded to it; 'helook't upon as's terar of Jimi 


nution : 


——  —— 
- _— 
Ge — 

f 


I- 


® % 
# - 
: ” . 
» 2 -* * 4 . bt 
" ah ep _ 
__ o PET ASE or Pen _ 

q . oy I * 4 oo 

j ” — + « 

ho F + 

; _ 
_ , >» » : «TY "y S 
* 4 | 


. 


: n__— —_— 


aution:z and yet he-was a Zealous Son of the Church of Exg/ard 3 but 
that Re bom d her ( andwith great reaſon) a Church. the 
molt purely Chriſtian of any-io'the: World. - In his younger years he 

"met with ſome Ailaults from Popery 3 and the high. pretenſions of their 
Religions Orders were yery accommodate to his Devotional 'Temper : 

but he was alwayes ſomnch Maſter of himdelf, that he wauld never be 
governed by any thing but Reaſon , and the evidence of Truth, which 
engagd bim in: the ſtudy of thoſe Controverſies and to how good 
purpoſe, the World is by chis-time' a ſufficient Witneſs: But the lon- 
ger, and the more he conſidered , 'the worſc he lik'd the Rowan Cauſe, 
and became at laſt co cenſure them with ſome ſeverity 3 But 1 confeſs I 
have ſogreat an opinion of his Judgment , and the charitableneſs of his 
Spirit, that I am afraid he did not think worſe of them than they de- 
Bnt Religion is not a matter of Theory and Orthodox Notions 5 and 

it 15. not enough to believe aright, but we muſt practiſe accordingly 3 
and to maſter our paſſions, and to make a right uſe of that avTe&z0:or, 
and power that God has given us over our own attians, 15 a greater 
glory than all other Accompliſhments that can adornthe mind of Man 3 
and therefore I ſhall cloſe my Charafter of this great Perſonage with a 
touch upon ſome of thoſe Vertues, for which his Memory will be pre- 
tious to all Poſter. He was a Perſon of great Humility 3 and, notwith- 
ſtanding his ſtupeadious Parts, and Learning, and*Eminency of Place, 
he had gens in bim of Pride and Humour, but was Courteous and 
Afﬀable, and of caſte Acceſs, and would lend a ready Ear to the com- 
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; | mt yea tothe impertinencies, -of the meaneſt' perſons. His Humi- 
lity was coupled with an Extraordinary Piety 3 and, I believe, he ſpent 
the greateſt partof his time in Heavens bis ſolemn hours of Prayer took 
up a coalſiderable portion of his Life 3 and we are nor to doubt, but he 


had learned of S. Pawltopray continually 3 and that occafional Ejacula- 
tions, and frequent Aſpirations and Emigrations of his Soxl after God, 
made up the beſt part of his Devotians. But he was not only a Good 
Mar God-ward, but he was come tothe top of S. Peter's gradation, and 
 toall his other Vertues added a Jarge and diffufive Charity : And, who- 
ever compares his plentiful Incomes, with the inconfiderable Eſtate 
he leſt at his Death, will beeafily convinc'd. that Charity was Steward 
forWgreat proportian of his Revenue. But the Hungry that he fed, and - 
the Nakedthat he cloath'd, and the Diſtreſſed that he ſupply'd, and the 
Fatherleſe that he provided for 3 the poor Children that he put to Ap- 
peentice;, and brought up at School, and maintained at the Univerſity, 
will now ſound a Trumpet to that Charity which he diſperſed with his 
_t 'hand, but wouldnot ſuffer his left band to have any knowledge 
mw. 
 Toſumup all in afew words 3 This Great Prelate he had the good 
Humour of a Gentleman, the Eloquence of ani Orator , the Fancy of 
a Poct, the Acutcnecls of a Schook-man , the Profoundneſs of a Philo- 
Gpher, the Wiſdam of a Counſellor, the Sagacity of a Prophet, the 
— Reaſon of an Angel,; and the: Picty of a Saint':: He had Devotion 
enough for a'Clayſter , Learning enongh for an Univerſity ; and Wit 
enough.for a Colledge of Yirtzoſs 3 and, had his Parts and Eadownrents 
_—_ out among his poor Clergy that he left behind him, ic 
perhaps have made one of the beſt Dioceſes in the World. But 
alas Our Father, eur Father / the Horſe of our Iſnec!, and hits 
thereof, 


dhereof; he is gone, and has.carried his Mantle and his Spirit along 

him up to Heaven 3 and the Sons of the Prophets have loſt all their 
_— and luſtre which they RO only frota the reflexion of 'his 
Excellencies,which were bright and radiantenough to caſt a glory upon 
' a whole Order of Men. But the Suti of this our world after many at- 
temptsto break through the Cruſt of an earthly Body,isat laſt ſwallow- 
edup inthe wo vortex of Eternity, and there all his Mecule are ſcat- 
teredand dilſolved, and heis fixt in at Orbof Glory, and ſhines among 
his Bretbren-ſtars,that in their ſeveral Ages gave light tothe World,and 
turn'd many Souls unto Rigliteouſneſs 3 and we that Ire left behind; 
though we can never reach his Perfetions,muſt ſtudy to imitate his Ver- 
tues,that we may at laſt come to fit at his feet in the Manſions of Glory 3 
which God grant for his infinite mercies in Jeſus Chriſt : To whom, 
with the Father, through the Eternal Spirit, be aſcribed all Honour and 
Glory , Worſhip and Thankſgiving, Love and Obedience, now and 
for evermore., - Amen. 


